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INTRODUCTION
PRAYING WHEN GOD SPEAKS
This title Praying When God Speaks should make you want to
pray to God because He communicates with you. Who doesn’t want to
have a conversation with God?
This volume is another in the series Praying the Scriptures. It
demonstrates you can pray with all types of Bible books, and this
volume is “Praying with the Early Prophets.” The early prophets
probably appeared in the following order. 1
Jonah
Amos
Hosea
Isaiah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah

690 B.C.
689-687 B.C.
639-611 B.C.
649-588 B.C.
632-503 B.C.
603 B.C.
518 B.C.
518 B.C.

However, I am placing the Bible books in the order found in the
English Bible.
The Old Testament recognizes three offices: Kings, who ruled;
priests, who made intercession for the people; and prophets, who
spoke the Word of God. A man became a legitimate priest or king
because he was born in the right family. But prophets were specially
called of God.
Prophets gave evidence of their calling by special phrases,
“The Word of the LORD came to me,” or, “God spoke,” or, “The LORD
1

The books of the early prophets will appear in this volume in the order found in English Bibles.
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come,” or, “The burden of the LORD,” which meant, “The message of
the LORD.”
Prophets primarily preached God’s message to the people, and
secondarily, predicted the future, which gave authority of their
preached message. Predictions fall into two categories, the first
coming judgment against Israel and the nations, i.e., God’s
punishment for sin, the coming captivity of the Jews, their dispersion
among the nations; then God’s regathering His people in a millennial
kingdom of peace in Jerusalem and the promise land.
The second area of predictions involves the coming of the
promised Messiah, who would be born of a virgin, in Bethlehem, who
would be betrayed, suffer for the sins of the people, be raised from
the dead, and return to rule over His people in Jerusalem.
As God spoke through the prophet in ancient times, may you
read and pray what they say to your heart today. Pray—or speak—
these prophecies to God, then let God speak back to you. Finally, do
what God tells you to do.
Written from my home
At the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains,
Elmer L. Towns
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INTRODUCTION
THE BOOK OF AMOS
In the hill country overlooking the wilderness of Judea there
were hundreds of poor shepherds who tended sheep for rich owners.
They were not born into distinctive families, they were uneducated in
the schools of their days, and they eked out a living in the poverty of
the dirt hills.
But each was divinely educated by the four seasons that swept
over them, for each knew what to do to survive and keep their sheep
alive. Just as sheep taught Moses leadership—because dumb sheep
must be led—so God reached down to call one of these shepherds
from the region to be His prophet.
God called Amos “who was among the shepherds” (1:1, PEB).
The name Amos means “burden-bearer,” so that Amos could bear the
burden (a biblical term for the message of God) to the Northern
Kingdom. Listen to his testimony.
“I was no prophet, nor was I a son of a prophet, but I was a
sheep breeder and a tender of sycamore fruit. Then the LORD took me
as I followed the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to My
people Israel’” (7:14-15).
Amos was probably among the poorest of shepherds. He
gathered sycamore fruit, a cross between a fig and mulberry,
considered a poor quality food, eaten only by the poorest.
Amos stands as a testimony to anyone, “God can use you.” He
was formally uneducated, lower class, poor, from Tekoa, some 2,700
feet up in the mountains. You couldn’t find a volunteer more remote
than Amos.
Yet God chose Amos to demonstrate, “God chose things the
world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are
wise. And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who
are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things
counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the
world considers important” (1 Cor. 1:27-28, NLT).
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It’s possible Amos may have known Jonah and Elijah because
he was beginning his ministry as the two older prophets were
departing. Hosea was a contemporary and they probably met and
knew each other.
Toward the end of Amos’ ministry, God raised up Isaiah and
Micah who may have heard an elderly Amos preach then they were
young lads.
But God called Amos to go preach to Israel. His prophesying
took place about 750 B.C. during the reign of Jeroboam II. It lasted
only a few days. Amos found great social extremes in the nation of
Israel—comfortable prosperity and abject poverty. His message was
against the wealthy. The poor were being exploited and cheated.
Merchants were greedy and dishonest. The judicial system was
corrupt. There was religious arrogance as well. Many were even
attempting to corrupt some of the religious leaders. Affluence had
lulled the upper class into such apathy that they refused to recognize
the sickness of their society.
Amos warned the worshippers at Bethel that because of their
sins, destruction was coming upon them from both Egypt and Assyria.
This prophecy was all the more bold because the international scene
was relatively quiet, and Assyria was still in a period of decline.
Amaziah, the apostate priest at Bethel, made it clear to Amos
that he was not welcome and that he should go back home to his own
country. Amos refused to back down, explaining that he was not a
professional prophet (Amos 7:14-15), but he was there solely because
God had sent him.
SCRIPTURE
PUNISHING ISRAEL’S NEIGHBOR NATIONS
Amos 1
These are the words of Amos, who was among the shepherds from the
town of Tekoa, telling what he saw concerning Israel. (The 10
tribes of the North.) It was at the time when Uzziah was the king
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of Judah (around 792-740 B.C.), and Jeroboam II (790-749 B.C.)
the son of Jehoash, was king of Israel. This happened 2 years
before the earthquake.
GOD JUDGES ISRAEL’S NEIGHBORS
Amos said, “The LORD
He will growl from Jerusalem.
The pastures of the shepherds will mourn,
Even the top of Mount Carmel will dry up.”
SYRIA
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Damascus
is doing,
I will not hold back their punishment.
Why? Because they completely crushed God’s people in Gilead with
threshing-boards that had iron teeth.
So, I will send fire against the household of Hazael;
It will destroy the strong towers of Ben-Hadad.
And I will break down the gate of Damascus;
I will cut off the one who lives in the Valley of Aven.
The people of Aram will be taken away as captives to the country of
Kir,”
says the LORD.
PHILISTIA
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Gaza is
doing,
I will not hold back their punishment.
Why? Because they sold out an entire population of God’s people,
deporting them as exiles over to Edom.
So, I will send fire against the wall of the city of Gaza;
It will destroy its strong towers.
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I will also cut off the one who lives in Ashdod,
and the one who holds the scepter from Ashkelon.
I will turn My hand against Ekron;
And the remnant of the Philistines will perish,”
says the LORD Who is Always Present.
TYRE
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Tyre is
doing,
I will not hold back their punishment.
Why? Because they delivered up an entire population of God’s
people,
deporting them as exiles over to Edom;
And, they did not remember the covenant of brothers.
So, I will send fire against the wall of Tyre,
and it will destroy her strong towers.”
EDOM
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Edom is
doing,
I will not hold back their punishment.
Why? Because he hunted down his brother with the sword;
Edom showed him no mercy.
The people of Edom were continually torn apart with anger
And, he kept holding on to his fury forever.
So, I will send fire against the city of Teman;
It will even destroy the strong towers of Bozrah.”
AMMON
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Ammon is
doing,
I will not hold back their punishment.
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Why? Because they ripped open the pregnant women in Gilead;
They did this, so that they could make their own country bigger.
So, I will send fire against the walls of Rabbah;
It will destroy its strong towers.
It will come during a day of battle, with a war cry;
There will be strong winds on a stormy day.
Then their king and his princes
will go off into exile together,”
says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Amos tells little about himself, except he is a herdsman. This
reminds us of the relative unimportance of the messenger, while
reminding us of the important nature of the message, i.e., “The LORD
will roar.” LORD, it’s not I, but Christ. You are my message to others,

may I faithfully tell others what You will do for them.

Amos’ denouncing of nations is climactic. He begins with raw
heathens, i.e., Damascus, Syria, Gaza, and Tyre. Then he zeroes in on
neighboring heathen nations who are blood brothers, i.e., Edom,
Ammon, and Moab. Then Amos condemns God’s people Judah, and
finally focuses on Israel to the North, the one against whom he writes.

LORD, keep reminding me that punishment begins with those closest
to You. I repent of my sin, and seek forgiveness. I turn from my sin
and cling to You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
MOAB
Amos 2
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Moab is
doing,
I will not hold back their punishment;
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Why? Because they burned the bones of the kings of Edom into
lime.
So, I will send fire against Moab;
And, it will destroy the strong towers of the city of Kerioth.
The people of Moab will die with a great noise,
with a war cry, and the sound from a trumpet.
So, I will cut off the leader of Moab among them;
And, I will kill all of their princes along with him,” says the LORD.
JUDAH
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Judah is
doing,
I will not hold back their punishment.
Why? Because they rejected the teachings of the LORD;
They did not obey His commands.
Their ancestors followed after false gods,
and Judah was fooled by those same gods.
So, I will send fire against Judah;
It will destroy the strong towers of Jerusalem.”
GOD WILL PUNISH ISRAEL, TOO
This is what the LORD says: “For the crime after crime that Israel is
doing,
I will not hold back their punishment.
Why? Because, for money, they sell people who have done nothing
wrong;
They are selling poor people for the price of a pair of sandals.
They walk all over poor people,
They take full advantage of the helpless,
They refused to be fair to those who are suffering.
A father and his son have sex with the same girl;
By doing this, they ruin My holy Name.
As they worship all their pagan altars,
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they take clothes from poor people.
They make people pay money as punishment;
To buy wine to drink in the temple of their pagan god.
“Yet it was I who destroyed the Amorites before them;
The Amorites were as tall as cedar trees,
And, they were as strong as oak trees.
Nevertheless, I destroyed their fruit from above,
and their roots from below.
And, it was I who brought you from the land of Egypt;
I had led you through the desert for 40 years,
so that I could give you the land of the Amorites.
And, I raised up some of your sons to be prophets;
I made some of your young men to be Nazirites.
O people of Israel, isn’t this true?” says the LORD.
“But you pressured the Nazirites to drink wine,
making you feel superior to God’s laws;
And, you ordered the prophets not to prophesy My words.
Look, I will crush you as a wagon
With a full load of grain crushes anything underneath it.
Not even the fastest runner will get to a place to hide;
A strong man will not be strong enough,
Even a soldier will not be able to save his own life.
The one who is handy with a bow and arrow will not be able to stand,
The one who is quick-footed will not get away;
The rider of a horse will not escape alive.
At that time, even the bravest of the warriors
will run away without his armor,” says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Amos turns his attention to Judah (2:4), the blood brothers to
Israel. Both had a favored position because they were sons of
Abraham. Amos’ point is that God judged Judah, He surely will judge
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Israel. “No one close to God will escape punishment when they sin.”

LORD, I’m close to You; I will discipline my mind so I’ll not think about
evil. I’ll keep my heart so I’ll not desire sin. I’ll guard my hands and
feet so I’ll not take sin to myself. I desire holiness; keep me pure.

God always brings us back to the poor, “They sold . . . the poor
for a pair of shoes” (2:6, KJV). Why is God so often concerned about
the poor? Perhaps they cry out for help with deeper passion than
those who have plenty. LORD, I’m poor of spirit; give me Your

presence. LORD, I’m poor of spiritual discipline; give me strength to
follow You. LORD, I’m poor of blessings; bestow Your added value on
my life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THEY IGNORE GOD
Amos 3
“Listen to this message that I, the LORD, have spoken against you, the
people of Israel. It is against the whole nation which I have
brought up out of the land of Egypt: I have chosen only you
out of all the nations of the earth.
Therefore, I will punish you
for all your sins.”
THE LORD HAS SPOKEN
“Two people will not walk together
unless they have agreed.
A lion in the forest will roar
when he has caught an animal.
The young lion does not growl in his den
when he has caught nothing.
A bird will not fall into a trap
where there is no bait.
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The trap will not snap shut from the ground,
if there is nothing to catch.
When a trumpet blows a warning in a city,
the people tremble because of fear.
When trouble comes to a city,
the LORD has caused it.
Before the LORD God does anything,
He reveals His secret to His servants, the prophets.
The lion has roared.
Who wouldn’t be afraid?
The LORD God has spoken,
someone must prophesy.”
SAMARIA IS DOOMED
“Announce this to the strong towers in Ashdod
and to the strong towers in the land of Egypt:
‘Gather yourselves upon the mountains of Samaria.
You will observe much panic there.
There you will see people taking advantage of others.
They don’t know how to do what is right,’ says the LORD.
‘Their strong towers are filled with loot
which they stole by violence from other people.’
Therefore, the LORD God says: ‘An enemy will surround the land.
He will pull you down from your fortress.
Your strong towers will be robbed.’
This is what the LORD says: ‘A shepherd might retrieve
only two leg bones
or a piece of an ear of his sheep
that a lion has eaten.
In the same way, only a few Israelites will be spared.
These people now sit on their fancy beds in Samaria,
And on their expensive couches.
O you nations, listen and testify against the household of Israel,’
says the LORD God, the God of the armies of heaven.
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‘Why? Because the people of Israel have sinned, and I will punish
them in the future.
I will also destroy the altars at Bethel.
The corners of the altar will be broken off (there will be no refuge for
the guilty),
and they will fall to the ground.
And, I will tear down the winter house,
together with the summer house.
The houses decorated with ivory will be lost.
And, many houses will be demolished,’ says the LORD.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Amos directs God’s message to Israel and Judah when he says,
“Against the whole family” (3:1). God reminds them of their lofty
position, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth” (3:2,
KJV). But a superior position with God demands superior response by
those close to Him. But because of their sins, God says, “I will punish
you for all your iniquities” (3:2, KJV). LORD, I search my heart and

actions for sins, I don’t want to offend You. If I have hidden sins, show
them to me. If I have unconfessed sins, remind me and I will repent
and beg forgiveness. I fear Your punishment of sins among Your
followers. I love You with all my heart, and I seek Your blessing on all
I do. God, remember me in mercy.

Amos asks a series of seven questions (3:3-8), suggesting
God’s judgment will not come upon His people without an advance
warning from Him. We should fear when we see immanent judgment
coming. LORD, I fear Your judgment. You are a fair judge and You only

punish that which deserves punishment. I plead Your love and
mercy. Forgive me all my sins. By the blood of Christ, restore me to
Your favor.
I will live righteously, and I will keep Your
commandments.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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OPPRESSION
Amos 4
Listen to this message, you rich women on the Mountain of Samaria.
You oppress the helpless people
and crush the poor.
You nag your husbands,
“Bring us more money, so we can drink alcohol.”
The LORD God has certainly vowed by His holiness,
that the time will come upon you
when he will lift you up with meat-hooks;
The remainder of you will be taken away with fish-hooks.
You women will go straight out of the city
one by one through gaps in the walls;
And, you will be thrown out toward Harmon,” says the LORD.
ISRAEL WON’T LEARN THE LESSON
“Go to the city of Bethel and rebel;
Go to Gilgal and sin even more,
Offer your sacrifices every morning,
Bring 10 percent of your crops every 3 days (an exaggeration).
Offer bread made with yeast as a sacrifice to show your thanksgiving
(wrong obedience).
And, brag about the offerings to show thanks to the LORD.
These things you Israelites,
Are what you love to do,” says the LORD.
“I did not give you any food to eat in all your cities;
There was not enough food in any of your towns,
Yet you did not come back to Me,” says the LORD.
“I also held back the rain
for 3 months before harvest-time.
I permitted it to rain on one city,
but not on another.
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Rain fell on one field,
but another field got no rain, and it dried up.
People weak from thirst stumbled from town to town
looking for water to drink.
However, they could not get enough water to drink;
Yet you still did not come back to Me,” says the LORD.
“Many times, I hit your crops with disease and mildew;
I destroyed your gardens and your vineyards.
Locusts ate up your fig trees and your olive trees;
Yet you still did not come back to Me,” says the LORD.
“I sent disasters against you,
just like Egypt.
I killed your young men with swords,
and your horses were captured.
I caused the stench of corpses to come up in your noses;
Yet you still did not come back to Me,” says the LORD.
“I have destroyed some of you
as I destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.
You were like a burning stick snatched from a fire;
Yet you still have not come back to Me,” says the LORD.
“Therefore, this is what I will do to you, O Israel;
And, because I will do this to you,
get ready to meet your God, O Israel.”
Listen, He is the One who makes the mountains;
He creates the wind,
He knows man’s thoughts before man puts them into words
and declares to man what is his thought.
He changes the dawn into darkness;
He walks upon the high places of the earth,
His Name is the LORD, the God of the armies of heaven.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Because Israel did not listen to the message God sent to her,
now the prophet says, “Prepare to meet thy God” (4:12, KJV). While
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many modern preachers use this verse as an evangelistic invitation,
it originally meant to meet God in judgment. Israel’s impenitent heart
will be judged. LORD, I repent of my sin and beg Your forgiveness. Do

not punish me, but look on Christ who was punished for my sin.
Forgive me because of Christ. Because You accept me, I will live
godly for You. Christ is in my heart Who will give me strength to live
for You (Gal. 2:20).

Amos uses five participles to describe God’s power, (1) forms
the mountains, (2) creates the wind, (3) speaks His thoughts to
people, (4) makes the morning darkness, and (5) walks upon the high
places of the earth (4:13). LORD, You are powerful; strengthen me to

serve You. You are high and lofty, I worship You. Speak Your will to
me, I will listen. You created all things; I realize everything I have
comes from You. You are the high and lofty One, I adore You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
A SONG OF GRIEF
Amos 5
Listen to the funeral song (the prophet Amos puts the following poem
in the form of a qinah, a dirge; it had a meter of 3 beats followed
by 2 beats; in other words, Amos was preaching their funeral
ahead of time) that I am singing against you, O people of Israel:
“Israel, the virgin, has fallen;
She won’t get up again.
She lies abandoned in her own land;
There is no one to raise her up.”
This is what the LORD God says: “Though 1,000 soldiers go out of the
city,
only 100 will survive.
Though 100 soldiers go out,
only 10 of the household of Israel will survive.”
This is what the LORD says to the nation of Israel:
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“Search for Me and live,
But do not search in Bethel;
Don’t go into Gilgal,
and don’t go down to Beer-Sheba.
Why? Because the people of Gilgal will surely be taken away as
captives.
And Bethel will become nothing.”
Seek the LORD and live;
If you don’t, He will quickly destroy the 10 northern tribes
as a fire would burn,
but there will be no one to put it out for Bethel.
You twisted justice into something unfair;
You abandoned what is right.
God is the One who made the star groups, Pleiades and Orion;
He changes intense darkness into the morning,
And He darkens the day into a dark night.
He summons the waters of the ocean
and pours them out upon the surface of the earth;
The LORD is His Name.
He flashes out with destruction on a strong city;
Yes, destruction comes upon the fortress.
They hate those who protest in court against evil;
And, they abhor those who tell the truth.
Therefore, you walk on poor people;
You force them to pay heavy taxes to you.
You have built fancy houses made of stone,
but you will not dwell in them.
You have planted beautiful vineyards,
but you will not drink the wine from them.
Why? Because I know about your many crimes;
Your sins are numerous.
You are oppressing righteous people;
You accept bribes to do wrong,
Then you stop poor people from getting justice in court.
So, in such times, the “smart” man will keep quiet,

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When God Speaks\01 AMOS APPENDED.docx

Page 14 of 27

because it is a “bad” time.
Seek good, not evil,
so that you people may live.
May it be that the LORD, the God of the armies of heaven,
will truly be with you
just as you claim He is.
Hate evil, and love good;
Be fair in the courtroom.
Perhaps the LORD, the God of the armies of heaven, will be kind
to the people of Joseph who are left alive.
So, this is what the LORD God of the armies of heaven, says:
“People will be crying in all the public places;
They will be saying, ‘How awful! How awful!’
They will summon the farmers to come and weep;
They will hire people to cry out loud for them.
People will be crying in all the vineyards; Why?
“Because I will pass among you to punish you,” says the LORD.
How terrible it will be for you who yearn for
“the day of the LORD’s judgment” to come.
Why would you want “the day of the LORD’s judgment” to come?
It will bring darkness for you, not light.
It will be like a man who runs away from a lion,
only to meet a bear.
Or, it will be like one who goes into his house
and leans his hand against the wall
And then a snake bites him.
So, “the day of the LORD’s judgment” will bring darkness, not light.
It’ll be gloomy; there’ll be no brightness in it.”
The LORD says, “I Hate—I reject—your festivals. (They were
worshipping the old pagan gods of Canaan instead of the
LORD.)
I cannot stand your so-called ‘religious’ gatherings.
Why? Because you offer up burnt-offerings and food-offerings to Me,
but I won’t accept them.
You may bring your peace-offerings, of your best animals,
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but I will ignore them.
Take the noise of your songs away from Me;
I won’t listen to the music of your harps.
Instead, let justice roll on like a river;
Let righteousness flow like a stream that never stops.
O people of Israel, you did not bring sacrifices and food-offerings to
Me,
when you traveled about in the desert for 40 years.
Yes, you will have to carry with you
Sakkuth, your king, or Baal
and Chiun, your star-image, and your idols.
Therefore, I will send you away as captives beyond Damascus,”
says the LORD whose Name is God of the armies of heaven.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Amos begins this chapter with a lamentation, which is a
funeral dirge. It’s a time of mourning for those who are lost. Amos
tells of coming judgment, but no one believes him. He says only onetenth of human life will survive (5:3). LORD, there is “a time to weep,

and a time to laugh” (Eccl. 3:4, KJV). May I weep over the sins of family
and friends, and may I mourn over those who reject You. I know they
will be judged in the future, but I weep over them today because I
believe the severity of Your promise to judge unrepentant rebellion.
God pleads, “Seek ye Me, and ye shall live” (5:4, 6, 14, KJV). God,
give me a hungry heart so I’ll be motivated to seek You. Give me self
strength to do what I know to do. Give me a holy indignation against
my sin so that I’ll seek You with all my heart. LORD, I’m earnestly
looking.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL WILL BE DESTROYED
Amos 6
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How awful it will be for you who have it easy in Jerusalem;
How awful for you who feel secure on Mount Samaria.
You think you are important and the “best” nation in the world;
The Israelites come to you for help.
Go look at the city of Calneh;
From there, go to the great city of Hamath,
Then, go down to Gath.
Are you better than these kingdoms?
Were their territories greater than yours?
You refuse to admit that a bad day of punishment is coming;
But you bring that day nearer when you hurt other people.
It will be horrible for you who lie on sofas decorated with ivory;
You stretch out on your couches.
You eat tender lambs
and fattened, bull calves.
You improvise songs to go with the harp;
Like David, you invent new musical instruments for yourselves.
You drink wine by the bowlful;
You use the best perfumed lotions to anoint yourselves
But, you are not heartbroken over the ruin of Israel,
Joseph’s descendants.
Therefore, you will be among the first taken away to exile as slaves;
Your lounging around and your partying will come to an end.
The LORD God made this solemn promise by Himself. The LORD God of
the armies of heaven says:
“I abhor the arrogance of the people of Jacob;
I hate their so-called ‘strong’ towers.
So, I will permit the enemy to besiege the city
and everything in it.”
At that time, there might be 10 men left alive in one house.
Nevertheless, they will die, too.
A relative or the undertaker will come to get the bodies;
One of them will take the bodies out to cremate.
He will call to the other one left inside the house,
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“Are there any more corpses still with you?”
That person will answer, “None.”
Then the other one will say, “Sh-h-h;
We must not mention the Name of ‘Yahweh.’”
Listen, the LORD has given the command
that the large house will be broken into pieces,
and the small house will be broken into bits.
Horses do not gallop on rocks,
and people don’t plow there with oxen.
Yet you have turned justice into poison;
You have changed what is right into something that is wrong.
You are happy that the town of Lo-Debar was captured,
bragging, “We have taken Karnaim by our OWN strength,”
instead of with the help of God.
But look, the LORD, the God of the armies of heaven says:
“O people of Israel, I will raise up a foreign nation against you;
They will oppress you, from Lebo-Hamath in the north
to the valley which is south of the Dead Sea.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Amos spends this whole chapter describing the coming
judgment because of Israel’s sin. “Woe to them that are at ease in
Zion” (6:1, KJV). To be at ease is not wrong, that’s what God wants His
children to do every Lord’s day, i.e., to rest in righteousness. But
Israel was comfortable with her sin, and comfortable in her sin. LORD,

I am uneasy in a world of sin. I am uneasy when Your people are
hard-hearted and think only of enjoyment and pleasure. LORD, make
me uneasy in an evil world, and give me ease in Your presence. Then
I will seek You and worship You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
A VISION OF GRASSHOPPERS
Amos 7
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This is what the LORD God showed me: Look, He was forming a swarm
of locusts. This was after the king had taken his share of the
first cutting of the hay. The second grass had just begun to
grow. The locusts ate up all the green plants of the land. After
that, I said, “O LORD God, forgive us I beg You. No one in Israel
could live through this. Israel is already too small.” So, the
LORD changed His mind about continuing this punishment. “It
will not be immediately,” says the LORD.
A VISION OF FIRE
This is what the LORD God showed me: Look, the LORD God was
summoning fire to come punish them. The fire scorched the
great deep water and destroyed some of the land. Then I cried
out, “O LORD, stop. I beg You. No one in Israel could live through
this. Israel is already too small.” So, the LORD changed His
mind about continuing this punishment. “This will not happen
either,” said the LORD God.
A VISION OF A PLUMB-LINE
This is what God showed me: Look, the LORD was standing beside a
wall (the Northern Kingdom) which had been built with a
plumb-line. The LORD was using a plumb-line to check how
straight up and down it was. The LORD said to me, “What do you
see, Amos?”
And I said, “A plumb-line.”
Then the LORD said, “Look, I have put a plumb-line among My people
Israel to measure how crooked they are. I will not feel sorry for
them any longer. The shrines where Isaac’s descendents now
worship will be completely destroyed. Israel’s so-called ‘holy
places’ will be turned into ruins. And, I will attack King
Jeroboam’s household with the sword.”
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AMOS AND AMAZIAH
Then Amaziah, a priest of Bethel, sent this message to Jeroboam, the
king of Israel: “Amos is plotting against you among the people
of Israel. He has been speaking so much that this land cannot
endure all his words. Amos has said this:
‘Jeroboam will die by the sword!
And, the people of Israel will certainly be taken as captives
out of their own country.’”
Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Seer, get out of here. Run away to the
land of Judah. Do your prophesying and earn your living there.
But don’t prophesy here at Bethel anymore. This is King
Jeroboam’s holy place. This is Israel’s temple.”
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I was not making my living as a
prophet. And, I was not a member of a group of prophets. No, I
made my living as a shepherd, and I took care of fig trees. The
LORD took me away from tending the sheep, and the LORD said
to me, ‘Go, prophesy to My people, the Israelites.’ So now, listen
to Yahweh’s message. You are telling me: ‘Do not prophesy
against Israel!’
And, ‘You must stop raving against the descendants of Isaac.’
“Because you have interfered, the LORD says: ‘Your wife will become a
prostitute in the city;
And, your sons and daughters will be killed with swords.
Other people will capture your land and divide it among themselves
And, you yourself will die in a foreign country.
And, the people of Israel will surely be taken away
from their own homeland as captives.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God shows Amos a plague that was coming. Because of the
fertility of the land, there were two mowings of the crops. The first for
the king, and the second was kept by the farmers to sustain them
through the year. Amos saw grasshoppers (locust) swarming
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between the two mowings; that meant the people were robbed of
their sustenance. The vision moved Amos to prayer, “Then said I, O
LORD God, forgive, I beseech Thee” (7:2, KJV). LORD, my nation is given

over the pleasure and they ignore Sunday worship. LORD, forgive
them and draw them to worship. My nation is consumed by greed,
and they worship money. LORD, forgive them and give them a
passionate love for You. Their time is spent fulfilling the lust of the
flesh (sex) and the lust of the eyes (stuff) and the pride of life. LORD,
forgive my nation, teach them to make the main thing, the main thing.

Because of the power of Amos’ intercession, “The LORD
repented.” It appears the prophet’s intercession counseled God to
change His mind. But look at the big picture, the LORD gave the vision
to move Amos to effective intercessory prayer. Having accomplished
His purpose, the LORD did not actually punish the people with
destruction. The Bible uses the language of appearance to make it
seem as if God changed His mind. Amos’ prayer didn’t change God’s
mind, for He is immutable; God never changes. Amos’ prayer
accomplished what God intended all along, for God ordains the
means and the end. LORD, give me a spirit of intercession to pray so

intently that I believe I change Your mind, when in fact, it’s You LORD
who works in us “both to will and to do” (Phil. 2:13, KJV).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
A VISION OF A BASKET OF SUMMER FRUIT
Amos 8
This is what the LORD God showed me: Look, there was a basket of ripe
fruit. The LORD said to me, “What do you see, Amos?”
And I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
Then the LORD said to me, “The end has come for My people, the
Israelites. I will not overlook their sins anymore. On that day,
the palace songs will become funeral songs,” says the LORD
God. Many corpses. They’ll be thrown out everywhere.
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Silence. (Amos’ grief is too strong for words.)
ISRAEL’S DOOM IS NEAR
Listen to this, you who walk on poor people.
You are trying to eliminate the down-and-out people of this
country.
Your businessmen say, “When will the New Moon Festival be over,
so that we can trade grain?
When will the Sabbath be over,
so that we can offer wheat for sale?
We can charge them more
and give them less;
We can fix the scales to cheat the people.
We will buy helpless people for silver,
And, we will buy the poor people for the price of a pair of
sandals;
We will even sell the wheat that was swept up from the floor.”
The LORD, the Pride of Jacob (this was a title of God Himself) has
sworn by His own Name, saying: “I will never forget what these
people have done.
The whole land will quake because of it;
Everyone will cry for those who will die.
The whole land will rise up like a flash-flood;
It will overflow, and then it will subside
like the Nile River of Egypt.”
The LORD God says: “At that time, I will cause the sun to go down at
noon;
I will make the earth dark during a clear day.
I will change your festivals into days of crying for the dead people;
And, all your songs will become songs of sadness for the dead.
I will make all of you wear rough cloth;
You will shave your heads.
I will make that a day of weeping over the death of an only son;
Its end will be very painful.”
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The LORD God says: “Listen, the days are coming
when I will cause a famine in the land.
The people will not be hungry for food or thirsty for water;
But they will be hungry to hear words from the LORD.
People will wander from sea to sea, and from the north to the south.
They will search for the Word of the LORD
But they won’t find it.
At that time, the beautiful virgins and the young men will faint,
because they’ll be so thirsty.
Some people swear by the idol in Samaria;
They say, ‘As surely as your god lives, O Dan . . .’
And they say, ‘As surely as the god of Beer-sheba lives, we vow .
. .’
Nevertheless, they will fall.
And they will never get up again.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The vision of a basket of ripe summer fruit means the nation is
ripe for judgment because of their idolatry. Ripe fruit meant
judgment was coming very soon. God says, “I will not pass by them
any more” (8:2, KJV). LORD, teach me instant obedience, because You

mean what You say. I don’t want any of my shortcomings to move You
to judgment. If I don’t instantly obey, it’s not because of my lack of
love, it’s my old heart of unbelief. Transform me.

Amos sees blinded Israel in the future—today—who attends
services in their Jewish Temples and synagogues. What does he
see? “They run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not
find it” (8:12, KJV). Why, Jesus explained judicial blindness on the
Jews, “For their hearts are fat and heavy, and their ears are dull, and
they have closed their eyes in sleep, so they won’t see and hear and
understand and turn to God again, and let me heal them” (Matt. 13:1516, LB). LORD, keep my heart soft toward You. I pray for unsaved Jews

everywhere today that they may be saved. I know You have a great
plan for them in the future, but for today, save Israel.
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Amen.
SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL CANNOT ESCAPE YAHWEH
Amos 9
I saw the LORD standing beside the altar. He said:
“Smash the tops of the columns
so that even the bottom of the doors will shake.
Cause the pillars to fall on the heads of all the people;
Using a sword, I will kill anyone who is left alive.
Not one person will get away;
None of them will escape as a fugitive. I will destroy them
from the surface of the earth. However, I will not completely
destroy Jacob’s descendants,” says the LORD.
“Listen, I am giving the command;
I will shatter the nation of Israel among all nations.
It will be like a person shaking flour through a sieve;
The good flour falls through, but not the bad clumps.
All of them are saying, ‘Nothing bad will ever happen to us.’
Nevertheless, all unsaved Israel will die by the sword.”
GOD WILL RESTORE ISRAEL LATER
“The tabernacle of David has fallen down;
But, in the future, I will set it up again,
and I will mend the gaps in it.
I will restore its ruins;
I will rebuild it like it was in previous times.
Then they will possess what remains of Edom
and the other nations that belong to Me,”
says the LORD who is doing this.
The LORD says, “Listen, the time is coming;
A person will still be harvesting his crops
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when it is time to plow again.
If they dig through into Sheol,
My hand will still get them from there.
And, if they climb up into the skies,
I will still bring them down from there.
And, if they hide themselves at the top of Mount Carmel,
I will find them and I will get them.
And, if they try to hide from My sight at the bottom of the ocean,
I will command a sea snake to bite them even there.
And, if they are captured and taken away by their enemies,
I will command the sword to kill them there.
And, I will watch them closely, to give them trouble.
Not to do good to them.”
It is the LORD God of the armies of heaven who will touch the land
in such a way that it will quake.
Then everyone who lives in the land will cry over the dead,
and the entire country will rise,
and fall like the Nile of Egypt.
The LORD built His home in the skies;
He set its dome over the earth.
He summons the vapor of the sea
and pours it out as rain upon the surface of the earth;
Yahweh is His Name.
The LORD says this: “O Israel, you are no different to Me
than the people of Cush;
I brought Israel out of the land of Egypt.
I also brought the Philistines from the island of Crete.
I brought the Syrians from the country of Kir, too;
Look, I the LORD God am watching the sinful kingdom of Israel.
A person will still be drinking juice from his grapes
when it is time to plant again.
Sweet wine will drip from the mountains,
and it will flow from the hills.
And, I will bring My people Israel back from exile;
They will rebuild the devastated towns,
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and will dwell in them.
They will plant vineyards and drink from their wine;
They will plant gardens and eat of their fruit.
I will plant My people on their soil;
And, they will never be uprooted against from their soil
which I have given to them,” says the LORD your God.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God promises, “on that day” (9:11) He will do something special
among His people. I believe God is doing that special work today
before Jesus returns. God is raising up “the Tabernacle of David”
(9:11) where the focus is worship. Remember there were two
Tabernacles in David’s day. David pitched one Tabernacle on Mt. Zion
in Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:12, 17; 1 Chron. 16:39). The Ark of the Covenant
was in the Tabernacle on Mt. Zion where worship was centered (Ps.
134:1-3). The brass altar where blood sacrifices were offered was
located at Gibeon (1 Chron. 16:39-40). Even God said, “I . . . have gone
from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle to another” (1 Chron. 17:5,
KJV).
Moses built a Tabernacle and its focus was always blood
redemption. But Amos predicts David’s Tabernacle of worship will be
raised up “on that day” (9:11). Since God sets in place before the
rapture, things that shall be operative after the rapture, I believe the
praise-worship movement in the church today is probably a sign that
the LORD’s return is near. God is building David’s Tabernacle today.
Psalm 134 describes the action in David’s Tabernacle on Mt.
Zion where people “bless thee out of Zion” (Ps. 134:3, KJV). The LORD’s
servants “bless the LORD,” they “lift their hands,” they “stand by
night.” Why? Because they are worshipping in the presence of God
who sat on the mercy seat of the Ark of the Covenant (Ex. 25:21, 22).

LORD, I bless Your holy name from the depths of my heart. I lift
holy hands to worship You in Your presence. I stand before You with
praise on my lips and in prayer, I magnify You. Thank You for the
transforming power of worship.
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Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When God Speaks\01 AMOS APPENDED.docx

Page 27 of 27

INTRODUCTION
Little is known for sure about Habakkuk, but we get glimpses of
his life as we examine his book. The root of meaning of his name
Habakkuk comes from “to plant” or “to embrace,” and tradition tells
us he came from the tribe of Levi. Perhaps he was one of the Levitical
singers, or worship leaders, we get this insight from the worship
nature of his “prayer” or “psalm” in chapter 3.
Habakkuk probably prophesied when the Babylonians already
were a power (1:6). He makes the reference to the Assyrians, hence
Babylon has already defeated them in 612 B.C. But it appears the
Babylonians had not yet invaded Judah, nor had they made Judah a
“vassal state” as they did in 605 B.C. So Habakkuk writes between
612 and 605 B.C.
Habakkuk is concerned about his unanswered prayer (1:2) and
why God doesn’t deliver His people from evil people. He deals with
the dilemma that God could use a wicked Babylon to judge a wicked
Judah. But Babylon is much more wicked and violent than Judah, so
Habakkuk said he would “watch to see” how God would respond (2:7,
NKJV).
The first two chapters include 2 prayers by Habakkuk (1:2-4,
and 1:12-2:1) and two answers by God (1:5-11, and 2:2-20). Chapter 3 is
Habakkuk’s third prayer, a Shigionoth, a psalm composed to be sung.
See the “selah” (3:3, 9, 13), and “the choir director” (3:19). The final
lines are similar to the instruction for worship found in many Psalms.
SCRIPTURE
HABAKKUK COMPLAINS TO THE LORD
Habakkuk 1
This is the message which Habakkuk the prophet saw: “O LORD God, I
continue to beg for help;
How long will You ignore me?
I cry out to You about the violence
Yet You do not save us.
Why do You make me watch such bad things?
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of me;

Why do You tolerate evil?
People are destroying everything and hurting others—right in front
There is so much arguing and fighting going on.
So, law has ceased to exist;
No one ever receives a fair trial.
Evil people entrap good people;
Therefore, justice goes away, being perverted.”
THE LORD ANSWERS HIM
“O Habakkuk, take a good look at the nations;
Watch, and be utterly amazed.
Why? Because I will make something happen in your own lifetime;
You wouldn’t believe it, even if someone were to explain it to
you.
Listen, I will use the Babylonians to punish those evil people;
The Babylonians are cruel and impulsive fighters.
They march across the wide earth,
They seize homes that don’t belong to them;
They are awesome and fearsome.
They make their own so-called ‘justice;’
Their prominence goes forth.
Their horses are faster than leopards
And, they are more ferocious than wolves at night.
Their horsemen deploy quickly;
They come from faraway places.
They attack fast like an eagle,
Swooping down on its prey
Every single one of them comes to destroy,
Absolute terror precedes them;
And, they gather as many prisoners as the grains of sand.
Babylonian soldiers laugh at kings;
They make fun of rulers.
They don’t take seriously any fortress;
They pile up mounds of dirt to make siege-ramps against the
walls,
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And, they capture the tower.
Then they leave fast, like the wind,
They go elsewhere;
These are guilty men who worship their own strength.”
HABAKKUK CONTINUES TO COMPLAIN
Habakkuk answered, “O LORD God, You have always been there,
You are my God, my Holy One;
We are protected from death.
O LORD God, You have chosen the Babylonians to punish evil people;
O Rock, You have established them to discipline sinful Jews.
Your eyes are too pure to look at evil;
You cannot stand to see people do wrong.
So, how can You put up with deceivers?
How can You remain silent
When bad men defeat those who are more righteous than they
are?
You treat mankind
Like crawling sea-creatures that have no leader.
Each one of them gets snagged with a hook;
They get caught in little nets.
The fisherman (Nebuchadnezzar) drags them in with his big net
So, he is very glad when he catches them.
That is why he offers sacrifices to his little net
And he burns incense to worship his big net.
Why? Because his nets allow him to live like a rich man;
They permit him to enjoy the very best food.
Will he continue to empty his net?
Will he go on mercilessly destroying nations?”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Has it ever bothered you that an evil person does evil
continually and seems to get away with it? That was Habakkuk’s
problem. He complained to God, “How long will you ignore me? I cry
out to You about the violence, yet You do not save?” (1:2) LORD, forgive
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me for every time I’ve complained in the past. Help me see Your
purpose in my life, and give me faith to accept what I can’t
understand.

Habakkuk complained, “There’s so much arguing, and fighting
going on” (1:3). Do you feel the same way as Habakkuk felt? LORD, I

don’t like all the evil I see around me. I yearn for a place like Heaven
where people live together in harmony. When You take the sin nature
out of me, and everyone else, then maybe we’ll have that peace in
heaven that so many of us desire.

The Jews had survived the attack of the Assyrians in 722 B.C.,
and rebounded to dominate the region. But God tells Habakkuk, “I will
make something happen in your lifetime. You won’t believe it” (1:5).
Habakkuk lived during the battle of Carchemish in 605 B.C. when
Babylon defeated their other rival—Egypt—and became the world
power. God tells Habakkuk, “Listen, I will use the Babylonians to
punish these evil people” (1:6). LORD, I’m amazed how You work

through people, events, and nations to accomplish Your will. It
seems it would be easier to just do miracles to accomplish Your plan,
but You do the greater power of accomplishing Your will through
people. I yield myself to Your will. Work Your plan through me.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE VISION
Habakkuk 2
Habakkuk said, “Like a guard on the wall, I will watch;
I will position myself on the tower.
I will wait to see what the LORD will say to me,
and what I am going to say when He speaks.”
Then the LORD answered me:
“Write down what I show you;
Write it clearly upon some clay tablets
So that a messenger can read it as he runs.
It is not yet time for the message to come true;
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However, that time is coming soon.
The message will eventually come true;
It may seem like a long time before it happens,
Nevertheless, be patient and wait for it.
These things will happen;
They will not be late.
Look, the arrogant person whose soul is not upright within him will
fail
But the person who has faith in God will live forever.”
DOOM PREDICTED
“Indeed, wine tricks a proud man;
He is never satisfied.
He will continue to be greedy for riches, like the grave’s thirst for
death;
It always wants more and more.
And, like death, he (the Babylonians) will gather
all the other nations for himself,
And he will collect all ethnic groups as his own.
But all these people whom he has conquered
Will laugh at him some day;
They will make fun of him.
They will say: ‘How terrible it will be for the one
who accumulates what doesn’t belong to him.
How much longer will he get rich by forcing others to pay him?’”
“One day, the people whom you have taken money from
will turn against you!
They will realize what is happening
And make you shake with fear.
Then they will hurt you.
Why? Because you have plundered many nations;
All the surviving ethnic groups will take much from you.
Why? Because you have murdered so many people;
You have destroyed whole countries and cities
and everyone who lived in them.
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How terrible it will be for those
Who become filthy rich by doing wrong.
They do such things in order to live in a ‘safe’ place;
They think they will be immune from harm.
You have made plans to destroy many ethnic groups;
This has caused your own household to be ashamed of you
So, you will lose your own soul.
Even the stones of the walls will cry out against you,
Even the wooden beams that support the roof
Will testify that you are wrong.
How terrible it will be for those
Who kill people in order to build a city.
How terrible it will be for those
Who wrong others to start a town.
Behold, the LORD of the armies of heaven will send fire
To destroy the things which those people have built;
All the work of the nations will be for nothing.
Then people everywhere will know that The LORD is glorious;
This news will spread as the waters cover the sea.
“How terrible it will be for those
Who give alcohol to their neighbors,
Pouring out your bottle and making them drunk
So that they can look at their nakedness.
You Babylonians will be completely full of shame, not glory;
Drink it yourselves and stagger;
The cup that is in the LORD’s right hand will come to you;
You will receive disgrace, not honor.
You hurt many people in Lebanon,
Now, you will be hurt.
You destroyed many animals there
And now, you must be afraid.
You will be afraid because of the violent things you did to those
people
— to the land, to the cities, and to the people who lived in
them.”
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IDOLATRY IS SO FOOLISH
“An idol does no good, because a human being made it;
It is only a statue that teaches lies.
The person who made it expects his own work to help him,
It cannot even speak.
How terrible it will be for the one
Who says to a wooden statue, ‘Wake up.’
How terrible it will be
When this one says, ‘Get up’ to a lifeless stone.
Can this thing give a revelation? No.
Look, that idol is only a statue covered with gold and silver;
There is no spirit inside it.
On the other hand, the LORD is in the temple of His holiness;
Therefore, the entire earth should be silent in His presence.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Habakkuk had a place where he liked to talk to God—it’s a
tower on the wall, a place where he can be alone, away from people.
It’s there he waits and watches. Jesus described such a private place
as a closet (Matt. 6:6). LORD, I too will meet You in a private place

where I can focus my whole mind on You. I will go there on a regular
basis to watch and pray. When I reach out to touch You, LORD reach
back and touch me.
The LORD told Habakkuk to “write down what I show you. Write
it clearly on some clay tablets” (2:2). Should we all do that?
Shouldn’t we all write out the things God tells us? It’s called a prayer
journal, and those who hear God speak, should write out what He
says. LORD, I will write down the lessons You are teaching me. Make

them clear to me as I attempt to write them in an understandable
format.

The message to Habakkuk was to “live by faith.” This was the
message that Martin Luther realized. Luther’s life was revolutionized
when he stopped trying to justify himself by his good works, but
accepted by faith the fact that he was justified by the death of Jesus.
Justification by faith became the basis of the Protestant Reformation.
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LORD, it’s not my good works, but the righteousness of Jesus Christ
that has been imputed to me that makes me fit for Heaven. Now I will
live by this faith that came from You.
The sin of God’s people is more hideous in God’s sight than the
sin of evil people. God’s people should know better. So, even though
God will use the Babylonians to punish the Jewish nation, He also will
punish them. “You, Babylonians will be completely full of shame”
(2:16). LORD, I’m ashamed of my sin; help me to hate my evil as much

as You hate it.

Amen.
SCRIPTURE
HABAKKUK PRAYS TO THE LORD
Habakkuk 3

This is a prayer of Habakkuk the prophet ,
“O LORD God, I have heard the report about You;
O LORD God, I am filled with awe because of Your miracles over
the Years.
Do such things once again;
Make those things happen again in our own time.
But when You are angry,
Remember to be compassionate to us.
God came from Teman,
The Holy One came from Mount Paran, Selah.
His majesty covers the heavens;
Praise for Him fills the earth.
He is like a bright light,
Rays of light shine from His hand;
And there He hides His power.
Epidemics precede Him,
And fever follows close behind Him.
He stands and measures the earth;
He looks, and the nations shake with fear.
The mountains, which have stood for ages, break into pieces,
The ancient hills collapse;
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Eternity belongs to Him.
I saw that the tents of Cush were in big trouble,
The curtains of the land of Midian trembled.
O LORD God, were You mad at the rivers?
Or, did You direct Your fury against the sea
When You rode on Your horses and chariots to victory?
You took the cover off Your bow; it was exposed;
And, You put the arrows to the string. Selah.
You split the earth with rivers (an earthquake?);
The mountains saw You, and they squirmed.
The storm gushed, the waters flowed past;
The sea made a loud noise
And its waves rose high.
The sun and the moon stood still in the sky;
They speeded up when they saw the flash of Your flying arrows;
They left quickly when they saw the gleam of Your shining
spear.
You marched into the land with fury;
In anger, You punished the nations (in Palestine).
You went out to rescue Your people,
To rescue Your chosen One.
You crushed the leader of the evil ones,
You took everything away from him. Selah.
With the enemy’s own spear, You stabbed the leader of his army;
They rushed out like a storm to scatter us.
They were gloating, as if they were secretly robbing the poor people,
But You tramped through the sea;
Your horses are like huge, surging waters.
I hear such things, and my heart trembles;
My lips tremble when I hear the sound.
My bones feel weak,
I fall apart inside.
Nevertheless, I will wait patiently for the day of disaster
Which will surely happen to the people who invade us.
Fig trees may not grow figs;
There may be no grapes on the vines.
There may be no olives growing on the olive trees;
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The fields may not yield anything to eat.
The flock may be cut off from the fold;
There may be no cattle in the stalls.
Nevertheless, I will still be glad in The LORD;
I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.
The LORD God is my strength;
He causes me to be sure-footed, (literally) ‘He sets my feet like
that Of a deer;’
He enables me to walk safely on my steep mountains.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Did you see what Habakkuk prayed? Isn’t that what you’ve
prayed many times? “Oh LORD GOD, I am filled with awe because of
Your miracles over the years . . . Do such things once again” (3:2).

LORD, that’s my prayer today. I am filled with awe as I read Your word,
do such miracles again in my life. Revive Your work in my heart.

Many pray for God to do miracles that they can see. They want
God to write in the sky and do some other outlandish miracle. But
God doesn’t operate that way. A famed atheist once “prayed” in
public, “God, if you’re there, strike me dead instantly.” When it didn’t
happen the atheist said, “There, I told you, there is no God.” But a
meek believer told the atheist later, “God doesn’t dispatch mighty
freight trains to smash a worm on a track.” Habakkuk explains how
God works with mankind, “He hides His power” (3:4). But God doesn’t
do mighty miracles to satisfy your curiosity, because curiosity is not
a basis for entrance into Heaven. God wants you to believe what He
says about sin, and believe in Him. He wants you to love Him with all
your heart (Matt. 22:37). LORD, I believe You can write Your name in

the sky, and do other outlandish miracles, but I’m glad you don’t cater
to my whims. You don’t exist to serve me, I exist to serve You, and I
will do it with worship, praise, and obedience. Thanks for remaining
true to Your nature and being God-like. I worship You for the
unlimited power You unleashed in creating the universe and the
continuing display of Your power to work all things to Your will (Rom.
8:28).
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Habakkuk lives in the middle of corrupt politicians and
apostate religious leader. Doesn’t that picture today’s life? He gets a
message from God that Babylon will devour the Holy Land. So what
does he pray? He asks God for a revival, “Revive thy work in the midst
of the years” (Hab. 3:2, KJV). LORD, I pray with Habakkuk for revival.

Revive Your work in me. Revive Your church. Revive our nation before
it’s too late. Do it quickly, do it now.
Amen.
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INTRODUCTION
THE BOOK OF HOSEA
Hosea was a tall, burley man with thick black, wavy hair; he
looked like what people expected of a prophet. There was a “far
away” look in his eyes as though he was looking beyond people to the
God he feared and served.
Hosea’s boisterous, booming voice rattled the bones of those
who heard him declare the words of God. His words were so
commanding that no one dared challenge him in debate. Mostly they
ran away, or ignored him. It was easy for the people from the North to
ignore him because they found his condemnation of the Northern
tribes of Israel obnoxious.
The Northern tribes were comfortable in their religion that was
a break-away system from the Temple in Jerusalem (the South) and
the Torah of the Levitical priests who were legitimate priests
because they traced their lineage back to Aaron.
The Northern 10 tribes had established the calf-idol at Samaria
and King Jeroboam set up his own illegitimate priest. None of this
was acceptable to God.
So Hosea preached condemnation against the 10 Northern
tribes everywhere he went. He announced that Assyria was going to
destroy the 10 Northern tribes. The people considered his message
ludicrous because they had been seeking an alliance with Assyria,
and had paid heavy taxes to Assyria.
Then God’s message came to Hosea, which was just as
shocking to Hosea as the people considered his message to them.
Hosea wanted to reject the message God gave him.
God told Hosea, “Go marry an unfaithful woman—a whore.”
“Why?” was the immediate thought that popped into his mind.
Any man would rebel at that message because he wants a wife who
will love him unconditionally and be faithful to him.
God told Hosea that the woman he would marry would be
unfaithful to him, even after they were married.
That’s a message no man wants to hear from God.
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“Why?”
God explained to Hosea that He had taken the nation of Israel
as a wife, and that He loved Israel, cared for Israel, and protected
Israel from her enemies. God had done everything for Israel that a
husband should do for his wife. But Israel had been unfaithful to Him.
She had worshipped the gods of the nations around her. Israel had
prostituted herself to the calf-god and to Baal.
Hosea is the first of the twelve Minor Prophets in the Hebrew
Bible. Hosea ministered in the 10 tribes of Israel during the second
half of the eighth century B.C., beginning with the reign of Jeroboam
II. Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah and Micah in Judah and
began his career shortly after Amos’ brief visit in Israel.
Hosea predicted Israel’s exile to Assyria and actually
witnessed some of it happen. He was the last prophet of God to plead
with the people of the North to repent.
Hosea’s task was doubly sad, because, at God’s direction, he
took a wife (Gomer) who was just as unfaithful to him as Israel was to
her God. The first three chapters relate the sordid details of their
stormy marriage. Of the three children born while they were
together, only one was Hosea’s. Gomer left Hosea for other lovers but
got herself into such trouble that she wanted to return home. In
loving forgiveness, Hosea purchased her.
Chapters 4-14 record Hosea’s portrayal of their sins and the
immanent consequences. Through it all, God’s love and compassion
stand out. The picture of God in Hosea is that of a loving husband who
yearns desperately to have a faithful wife.
SCRIPTURE
HOSEA’S WIFE AND CHILDREN
Hosea 1
The message of the Lord came to Hosea, (The name means
“salvation” or “deliverance”), the son of Beeri. This occurred
during the time that Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah were
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kings of Judah. During part of this time, Jeroboam, the son
Joash, was the king of Israel.
When the LORD first began speaking through Hosea, the LORD said to
him: “Go, marry a woman who will become unfaithful to you.
She will give you children; however, some of them will be
fathered by other men, not by you. Do this, because the people
in this country have truly acted like an unfaithful wife toward
the Lord.”
So, Hosea went and got married to Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim.
And, Gomer became pregnant and she gave birth to Hosea’s
son.
The Lord said to Hosea, “Name him ‘Jezreel’ (This name means “God
will scatter” [an apostasy from God] because I will soon punish
the household of Jehu for the people they killed at Jezreel.
Then I will put an end to the kingdom of the people of Israel. At
that time, I will also break the power of Israel’s army in the
Valley of Jezreel.”
Then Gomer became pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter
(not fathered by the prophet Hosea), the LORD said to Hosea,
“Name the baby girl ‘Lo-Ruchamah.’ (This name means: “not an
object of mercy” or “unpitied” because I will not pity the people
of Israel anymore. I will no longer pardon them. Instead, I will
show pity to the household of Judah. I will save them, but I will
not use bows, swords, horses, horsemen, or weapons for war. I,
the LORD, their God, will save them.”
After Gomer had finished nursing Lo-Ruchamah, she became
pregnant again. And, she gave birth to a son. (Once again, this
baby boy was not fathered by the prophet Hosea.) The LORD
said, “Name this baby boy ‘Lo-Ammi’ (This name means “not My
people.”) Because you people are not My people. And, I am not
your God.”
ISRAEL WILL COME BACK
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“Yet the people of Israel will become as numerous as the grains of
the sand of the sea. You cannot measure them or count them.
Now it is said to Israel: ‘You people are not My people.’ But,
later, they will be called ‘the sons of the living God.’ Then the
people of Judah and the people of Israel will be joined together
again. They will choose one leader for themselves, and they
will come up out of the land from their exile. The day of Jezreel,
will be truly great.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Look at that first statement, “The Word of the LORD . . . came to
Hosea” (1:1). This message originated with the LORD, it’s not Hosea’s
ideas. This message that originated with the LORD was authentic—
so pay attention. It was authoritative, so God will do what He
promises. It was powerful, so let it sink into the depths of your
response. LORD, make me sensitive to You every time I open the Bible

to read Your Word. Because You speak, I will answer. Because You
reveal Yourself, I will learn. Because You direct, I will obey.

God commanded, “Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms” (1:2,
KJV). Bible scholars generally fall into two interpretations. First,
Gomer was a harlot before the marriage and he married her in
obedience to God. Second, Gomer was morally pure before marriage,
but became dissatisfied and went into harlotry. But Hosea’s love
reclaimed her. This is a picture of Israel who was taken from Egypt as
the wife of Jehovah. Israel went into idolatry—which is symbolized
by adultery. But eventually God’s love will bring Israel back to
Himself. LORD, this story is difficult to understand, but You deal with

people in difficult situations. You accept people where You find
them, and lift them to where they should be. Do that with me, lift me
up to where I should stand for You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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UNFAITHFUL GOMER—UNFAITHFUL ISRAEL
Hosea 2
“Call your Jewish brothers Ammi (this Hebrew name means ‘My
People;’ this was a reversal of Hosea 1:9) and call your Jewish
sisters Ruchamah (this Hebrew name means ‘You Are Loved;’
this was a reversal of Hosea 1:6).
“Plead with your mother;
Plead with her, because she no longer acts like a wife to Me;
and, I am not being treated like her husband.
Tell her to stop acting like a whore;
tell her to stop behaving like an unfaithful wife.
If she refuses, I will strip her naked;
I will make her as naked as the day she was born;
I will cause her to be like a desert,
like a land without water
and, I will kill her with thirst.
I will not take pity on her children.
Why? Because they are children of an unfaithful wife.
Their mother has been unfaithful,
the one who conceived them has acted disgracefully.
She said: ‘I will chase after my lovers;
they give me my food and my water,
they give me my wool and my linen,
they give me my olive oil and my wine.’
So, I will block her road with thorn-bushes;
I will build a wall around her
so that she cannot find her way out.
She will run after her lovers,
but she won’t catch them.
She will look for them,
but she won’t find them.
Then she will say: ‘I will go back to my first husband;
it was better off for me then than now.’
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But she has not realized that I was the One
who gave her grain, new wine, and olive oil.
Yes, I gave her silver and gold
but she used it to make statues for Baal.
“So, I will take away My grain at harvest-time
and, I will take away My new wine when it is ready.
I will take back My wool and My linen;
I gave her those things to cover her nakedness.
So, I will now expose her indecency;
No one will save her from My punishment,
Baal will be powerless to stop it.
I will put an end to all of her celebrations,
Her yearly festivals, her New Moon festivals and her Sabbaths;
I will stop all of her special appointed feasts.
I will destroy her vines and her fig trees.
She claimed that they were her ‘gifts’ from her lovers.
I will turn them into a forest.
Wild animals will eat those plants.
I will punish her for all the times
that she burned incense to the Baals.
She showed herself off with her nose-rings and jewelry.
She chased after her lovers,
But she forgot all about Me,”
declares the LORD.
GOD SHOWS MERCY TO HIS UNFAITHFUL PEOPLE
“Nevertheless, listen, I am going to attract her.
I will lead her away from her foreign enemies
and speak tenderly to her.
Then I will return her vineyards to her.
And, I will make the Valley of Grief a door of hope.
Then she will respond the way she did when she was young,
when she came up out of the land of Egypt.”
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The LORD declares: “At that time, she will call Me ‘my husband.’
She will no longer call Me ‘my Baal.’
I will never let her utter the names of the Baals again.
Then people won’t mention their names anymore.
At that time, I will make a covenant for them.
I will ban the wild animals, birds, and crawling things from the
land.
I will ban the bow, sword, and weapons of war.
Then My people will live in safety.
And, I will make you My promised bride forever.
Yes, you will be joined to Me in righteousness,
with justice, kindness, and mercies.
I will be true to you, My promised bride.
Then you will know that I am the LORD.
“And, at that time, I will answer you.
I will speak to the skies.
And, they will respond to the earth with rain.
The earth will produce grain, new wine, and olive oil.
They will grow because My people are called ‘Jezreel.’
I will plant My people in the land for Myself.
I will show My love to the one I had called ‘Lo-Ruchamah.’
And, I will say: ‘You are My people’
to those I had called ‘Lo-Ammi.’
And, they will say to Me, ‘You are our God.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The verses in this chapter summarize the remainder of the
book. First, what Gomer has done (reprobation 2:2-5) Israel has done
(4:1-7, 16). Second, what punishment will happen to Gomer
(retribution 2:6-13), Israel will also be punished (8:1-13:16). Third,
Gomer’s restitution (2:14-17), and so Israel will be restored to God’s
blessing (14:1-8). LORD, help me look beyond today’s activities to see
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Your long-range plan for the ages, and Your long-range plan for me. I
submit to Your plan for my life. Work Your perfect will in my life.

One day God will say “to them which were not my people, Thou
art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God” (2:23, KJV). What
God will say to Israel in the future, He says to us today, “You are mine.”

LORD, once I was a stranger to grace, I followed my selfish way and
rebelled against Your laws. Thank You for the Holy Spirit who
convicted me of sin, and thank You for forgiveness that comes
through the cross of Christ. Now I am Your child and I belong to You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
HOSEA ACCEPTS HIS UNFAITHFUL WIFE AGAIN
Hosea 3
Then the LORD said to me: “Go, show your love to that woman again.
She has had other lovers, and she has been unfaithful to you.
Nevertheless, you must keep on loving her the way that the
LORD loves the people of Israel. This is true even though they
worship other gods. They love to eat the ‘sacred’ raisin-cakes.”
So, I bought Gomer back for 6 ounces of silver and about 10 bushels
of barley. Then I told her: “You must wait for me for many days.
You must not be a whore anymore. You must not be any other
man’s lover. In turn, I will wait for you.”
In the same way, Israel will live without a king or leader for many
days. They will not have sacrifices or so-called “sacred” stonepillars. (These were forbidden [Ex. 23:24; Lev. 26:1].) They will
be without the holy vest (literally, “ephod”) or a teraphim. After
this, the people of Israel will return to the LORD. They will
follow the LORD, their God, and David their king. In the last days,
they will come to the LORD with awe, and, He will do good to
them.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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The prophet predicts five things about Israel, “The children of
Israel shall abide many days without a (1) king . . . (2) prince . . . (3)
sacrifice . . . (4) ephod . . . (5) teraphim” (3:4, KJV). This prophecy has
been remarkably fulfilled in Israel since the time of Christ (i.e., 70
A.D.). Israel has retained her identity “shall abide many days” (3:4)
without a king, or kingly succession, sacrifices, or Temple. LORD, I

believe You are not finished with Israel, but will fulfill Your promises
to restore her to prominence and they shall occupy the Holy Land in
peace. Because You will keep Your promise to a nation, I know You
will keep Your promises to me. Jesus promised, “I will come again
and receive You to Myself” (John 14:3). I’m waiting in faith.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH BLAMES ISRAEL
Hosea 4
O people of Israel (the northern kingdom of 10 tribes), listen to the
LORD’s message. He has this “lawsuit” against you, (God was
putting them on trial for a breach of contract [Josh. 24:14]. God
had not changed, but Israel had changed. They forsook God for
other gods.) you who live in this country:
“The people are not true; nor loyal to God.
In this land, they do not even know God.
They curse. They lie. They kill. They steal.
They commit adultery. They break all My laws.
One murder follows another murder.
Because of this, the land dries up,
and all who live there are dying off.
Even the wild animals are perishing,
including the birds of the air and the fish of the sea.
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“No one should accuse
or blame another person.
O you priests, don’t blame the people,
when they argue with you.
You will be ruined in the daytime.
Your so-called ‘prophets’ will be ruined at night.
And, I will also destroy the nation of Israel.
My people are being destroyed,
because they have no knowledge of God.
You priests have refused to learn.
Therefore, I reject you from being My priests.
You have ignored the teachings,
so I too will ignore your sons.
The more priests there are,
the more they sin against Me.
I will change their honor
into shame.
The priests live off the sin-offerings of My people.
So, they are greedy;
they want the people to sin more and more.
The priests are as wrong as the people.
I will punish both of them for what they have done.
I will repay them for the wrongs they have done.
“They will eat,
but they won’t be satisfied.
They will keep on having sex with the temple-prostitutes,
but God will turn illicit sex into decay.
Why? Because they stop listening to the LORD.
“Sexual sins, old wine, and new wine
take away their ability to understand.
My people ask their wooden idols for guidance.
They ask those sticks of wood to advise them.
Like temple-prostitutes, they have gone after other gods.
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They have abandoned their own God to prostitute themselves.
They offer sacrifices on the tops of the mountains.
They burn incense on the hills,
under oaks, poplars, and terebinth trees.
They think that the shade under those trees is good.
So, your daughters become temple-prostitutes.
And, your daughters-in-law are guilty of adultery.
“However, I will not punish your daughters
when they become prostitutes.
I will not punish your daughters-in-law
for their sins of adultery.
Why? Because you men are having sex with the templeprostitutes, by offering sacrifices with the temple-prostitutes.
O you foolish people, you will be ruined.
“O Israel, you act like a prostitute.
Don’t let Judah follow your bad example.
Don’t go sacrifice at Gilgal.
Don’t go up Beth-Aven. (This name means “house of vanity;” it
was a deliberate substitution for its original name, Bethel,
which means “house of God.)
Don’t use Yahweh’s holy Name to make vows.
Don’t say: ‘As surely as the LORD lives . . . .’
The people of Israel are stubborn,
like a stubborn young cow.
How then can the LORD feed them,
like a lamb in an open pasture?
He can’t.
Israel has chosen to worship idols.
So, leave them alone.
Her rulers get drunk.
Then, they give themselves completely over to prostitution.
They dearly love those disgusting things.
A whirlwind will wrap them up with its wings.
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Someday, their sinful sacrifices will cause them shame.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The statement, “Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of
Israel” (4:1, KJV) lets us know the message has moved from Hosea and
his wife to the nation of Israel. God condemns them, “Because there
is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land” (4:1, KJV).
Then God proves His point by pointing out the sins of: swearing, lying,
killing, stealing, adultery, and violence, i.e., “blood toucheth blood.”

LORD, by Your holiness You should destroy me and all Your people
because we are not perfect. We fall short in so many areas. Forgive
us. Look on us in mercy, not judgment. When You see our sins, look
on the cross of Christ who died for our sins. Thank You for Your love
and acceptance in Christ.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH JUDGES ISRAEL
Hosea 5
“Listen to this, you priests.
Pay attention, you people of Israel,
Hear, O royal family.
You will all be judged.
You have been a sexual trap.
You have been a net spread out on Mount Tabor.
They made deep the pit of Shittim.
So, I will punish you all.
I know all about Ephraim.
What Israel has done is not hidden from Me.
Ephraim has acted like a bunch of whores.
Israel has made herself unclean.
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“And those bad things which they have done
keep them from returning to their God.
They are determined to be unfaithful to Me.
They do not know the LORD.
Israel’s pride testifies against them.
Israel—the people of Ephraim—will stumble because of their
guilt.
The people of Judah will also stumble with them.
The people will come to worship the LORD.
They will come with their flocks and their cattle.
But they will not be able to find Him,
because He has withdrawn Himself from them.
They have not been true to the LORD.
Their children do not belong to Him.
So, their false worship will destroy them and their land.
“Blow the horn in Gilbeah.
Blow the trumpet in Ramah.
Give the battle-cry at Beth-Aven.
Be first into battle, you people of Benjamin.
A time of punishment is coming.
Ephraim will be destroyed among the tribes of Israel,
I hereby announce what will surely happen:
The leaders of Judah are like thieves.
They try to steal the property of others.
My punishment will overwhelm them
like a flood of water.
Israel is oppressed,
crushed in judgment,
because they decided to follow idols.
I will destroy Israel,
as a moth destroys clothes slowly and gradually
I will destroy the people of Judah
as dry rot destroys wood.
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“Israel saw how weak she was.
Judah saw the wounds she suffered.
So, Israel turned to Assyria for help
She sent to the great king of Assyria for help.
However, he cannot heal you.
He cannot cure your wound.
I will be like a lion to Israel.
I will be like a young lion to the people of Judah.
So I, I will attack them
and tear them to pieces.
I will drag them off
and no one will be able to rescue them.
Then I will go back to My place
until the people admit that they are guilty.
At that time, they must look for Me.
In their distress, they must earnestly seek Me.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The prophets say, that backslidden Israel “shall go with their
flocks (to sacrifice) . . . but they shall not find him (God)” (5:6, KJV).
Because Israel sins in the face of light, God will not listen to them.
Are you sinning when you know it’s wrong, then God says He will not
hear your prayers (Ps. 66:18, Is. 59:1-2). LORD, teach me to properly

pray. When my prayers are not answered, teach me why. Correct me
when I pray for the wrong thing. Correct me when I don’t properly
intercede. And when I have sin in my life, convict me of my sin so I
can repent. Forgive me for any hidden sin, or if I sin presumptuously
(Ps. 19:13). Thank You for Your patience and grace.
The title Ephraim stands for the northern tribes of Israel.
Hosea predicts “Ephraim shall be desolate” (5:9, KJV). Jehovah tells
them, “Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth” (5:12, KJV). “I will
be to Ephraim as a lion” (5:14, KJV). LORD, I know You will judge sin

both slowly and quickly, be merciful to me.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE LORD PELADS
Hosea 6
You people say:
“Come, and let us return to the LORD.
He has hurt us, so that He could heal us.
He has hit us, but He will bandage our wounds.
In a short while, He will put new life in us.
We won’t have to wait very long for Him to raise us up.
Then we will live in His presence.
Let us learn about the LORD.
Let us try hard to know who He is.
He will come to us,
as surely as the dawn comes.
He will come to us like the winter rains,
like the spring rains that water the soil.”
The LORD says: “O Israel, what am I going to do with you? (God is
frustrated by their shallow attitude of repentance.)
What should I do with you, O Judah?
Your so-called ‘faithfulness’ is like a morning mist.
It lasts only as long as the dew in the early morning.
Therefore, through My prophets, I have warned you.
Using the words of My mouth, I have killed you.
My judgments will flash lightning.
I want faithful love
more than I desire animal sacrifices.
I want people to know Me
more than I desire whole burnt-offerings.
But you have broken the covenant, just as Adam did.
You have betrayed Me.
Gilead is a town of evil-doers.
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It is covered with bloody footprints.
Some of the priests are like robbers waiting in ambush.
Thus, the priests are banded together.
They murder people on the way to Shechem.
They commit terrible crimes.
I have seen horrible things in the household of Israel.
The people are unfaithful to God,
and Israel has become unclean.
“O Judah, I have set a time to punish you also.
However, I will restore the prosperity of My people.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
After God has punished His people, Hosea expresses Israel’s
repentance in his own words, “Come, and let us return unto the LORD .
. . and He will heal us” (6:1, KJV). This happens after two days of
judgment (is this two thousand years?). LORD, You punish Your

people to correct them so they will live righteously. I will learn from
Your discipline, I will live as holy as I can in my sinful flesh.
The LORD is pictured as rain, “He will come to us like the winter
rains . . . that water the soil” (6:3, PEB). LORD, I’m parched and thirsty,

come rain on me. I have some “mercy drops” falling on me, but I want
a refreshing shower. I’m stagnant, I want the showers that awaken
and grow fruit in my life. LORD, I’m waiting for rain.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL REBELS
Hosea 7
“I would like to have healed Israel,
but their corruption is obvious to everyone.
The sins of Samaria are too well-known.
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They cheat one another.
They break into the houses of other people.
There are robberies in the streets.
It never enters their minds
that I remember all of their evil deeds.
Those crimes now surround them,
and I can always clearly see their sins.
“They make the king happy with their wrongs.
They make their rulers glad with their lies.
But all of them are traitors.
They are like an oven heated by a baker.
While he mixes the dough,
he does not stir up the flame
not until after the dough rises.
They hold a festival day for our king.
On that day, the leaders become drunk with wine.
The king joins in with those who had made evil plans.
They approach him with their evil plot.
Their hearts are like a hot oven.
All night long its fire is low.
When morning comes, it is like a blazing flame.
So, all of these men are as hot as an oven.
They devour their rulers.
All their kings have fallen. (This probably refers to the
assassinations of Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and
Pekah [2 Kings 15:1-38].)
None of them call upon Me.
Israel mixes himself with other ethnic groups.
Israel is useless—like a pancake that is half-baked. (It was
inedible because it was overdone on one side [paganism] and
raw on the other [un-repented toward Yahweh].)
Foreigners are consuming Israel’s strength.
And he doesn’t even know it. Yes, he is a weak and feeble old
man.
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And he doesn’t even know it.
Israel’s pride will cause their defeat. Despite all this, they still do not
turn to the LORD, their God.
They do not look to Him for help in any of this.
Israel has become like a silly pigeon.
These people have no understanding.
First, they call to Egypt for help.
Then they go to Assyria.
When they go, My net will catch them,
like the men who bring down wild birds.
I will punish them
as an example to others.
How terrible it will be for them because they strayed away from Me.
Destruction will come to them
because they rebelled against Me.
I want to redeem them,
but they continue to speak lies against Me.
They do not cry out to Me from their hearts.
They just lie on their beds and howl.
They gash themselves to ask for grain and new wine;
they have turned away from Me.
Even though I was the One who trained them and gave them strength,
they make evil plans against Me.
They turn back—
but not to the Most High God.
They are like a crooked bow that does not shoot straight.
Their leaders brag about their strength,
but they will be killed with swords.
Then the people in the land of Egypt will laugh at them.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The prophet says God’s people are guilty of adultery (7:4). This
physical adultery was an outward expression of spiritual adultery.
Therefore, he describes God’s people as “an oven heated by the
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baker” (7:4, KJV). Their burning sexual passion will burn them up. O

LORD, I wish I were perfect, but I “prone to wander” and when I give
into my fleshly passion, I feel the temptation of sin. Forgive me for
paying attention to my fleshly passion. Cleanse me by the blood (1
John 1:7). Create a clean heart within.
To carry on the metaphor, Hosea says God’s people are like a
“pancake that is half-baked” (7:8, PEB). They are burned on one side
and raw on the other side. Neither side is good for eating. LORD, I

don’t want to be a cake half-baked. Give me balance in all things.
May I balance prayer with outward service. May I balance inward
love with outward worship.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL CONTINUES TO SIN
Hosea 8
“Put the trumpet to your lips and give the warning.
The enemy swoops down on the nation of the LORD like a
vulture.
The Israelites have broken My covenant.
They have turned against My teachings.
They cry out to Me:
‘Our God, we in Israel acknowledge You.’
But Israel has rejected what is good.
So, let the enemy chase them.
They set up their own kings
without asking My permission.
They made their own leaders
—but I did not acknowledge them.
They shaped their silver and their gold into idols.
That is why they will be destroyed.
Throw out your calf-shaped idol,
I am very angry with these people!
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How long will it be until they are purified?
How could such a thing come from Israel?
A craftsman or an artisan made it;
it is not god.
Samaria’s calf-shaped idol will surely be smashed to pieces.
“Israel’s foolish plans are like planting the wind,
but they will reap a whirlwind.
Her plans are like a stalk with no head of grain.
It produces nothing.
Even if it were to yield something,
other nations would eat it up.
Israel is destroyed.
They are not mixed together with the other nations.
They have become like a worthless container.
Like a stubborn renegade jack ass that wanders alone,
Israel has run off to Assyria.
She has hired other lovers to protect her.
Yes, even though Israel is mixed up with hired nations,
I will gather her together.
They will become weaker and weaker
under the heavy taxes of the Assyrians.
“The more altars to Baal that Israel built,
the more they have become altars for sinning.
I wrote for them many things contained in My teachings.
They act as if those teachings were ‘foreign’ to them.
Yet they offer sacrifices to Me,
but they eat the meat themselves.
But the LORD does not accept them.
He always remembers the wrongs they have done.
And, He will punish them for their sins.
And they will become slaves again as they once were in Egypt.
The people of Israel have forgotten their Maker.
They trust in the temples which they have built.
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And, Judah has multiplied her many strong-walled cities.
But, I will send fire upon their cities,
and it will destroy their strong towers.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Hosea says, “They have sown the wind, and they shall reap the
whirlwind” (8:7, KJV). How deep they live in sin will determine how
extensively God will judge them. Years ago I saw a picture of a sower
scattering seed called curses . . . adultery . . . lies, etc. Behind the
sower each seed was already beginning to sprout as little serpents. I
thought, “Little serpents can kill just like full grown serpents.” One
little serpent was beginning to coil around the sower’s leg. LORD,

forgive every sin I’ve ever done, and forgive my thoughts of sin that
never become acts. Please don’t judge me for any of my sins, Christ
took my punishment. I will sow seeds of love, joy, peace, patience,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control (Gal. 5:2223).

What a stinging condemnation, “The people of Israel have
forgotten their Maker” (8:14, PEB). LORD, I will remember You when I

arise in the morning because You created sleep to give me enjoyable
rest. I will remember You when I work because You have given me a
task in life and strength to do it. I will remember You when I sit down
to eat because You bring food out of the earth to strengthen me. I will
remember You all day for each day that I live. But most of all, I’ll
remember You as my Maker.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
HOSEA ANNOUNCES THE PUNISHMENT OF ISRAEL
Hosea 9
O Israel, don’t rejoice.
Don’t celebrate as the heathens do.
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You have been unfaithful to your God.
You love the grain on your threshing-floors.
So, you worship the Baal gods who supposedly gave you that
grain.
But there won’t be enough food to feed the people.
And, there won’t be enough new wine to go around.
They will not stay in the LORD’s land.
Israel will return to being slaves as they once were in Egypt.
And, in Assyria, they will eat unclean food.
The Israelites will not pour out offerings of wine to the LORD.
Their sacrifices will not please Him.
Their sacrifices will be like the bread of mourners.
It is “unclean,” and everyone who eats it becomes “unclean.”
Besides, their food will only temporarily satisfy their hunger.
They cannot sacrifice it within the temple of the LORD.
What are you going to do on the appointed feast days,
on the festival days of the LORD?
Listen, even though some of the people may not be destroyed,
Egypt will capture them.
They will be buried in Memphis.
Weeds will infest their silver treasures.
Thorns will grow over their houses.
Let Israel know:
The time of her punishment has come.
The time has come for you to pay for your sins.
You have sinned so much,
and your hatred of the true God is great.
You say: “The prophet is a fool.”
And, “That man is crazy.”
Nevertheless, the true prophet is the watchman.
So is My God.
Yet, a hunter’s trap is waiting for Israel everywhere he goes.
You treat the prophet as an enemy in God’s own land.
The men of Israel have become as depraved
as the men of Gibeah were.
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God will remember the evil things which they have done.
He will punish them for their sins.
When I found Israel,
it was like finding grapes in the desert.
Finding your ancestors was like finding the first figs on a tree.
But, when they got to Baal-Peor,
they began worshipping idols.
And, they became as disgusting as the very things
which they loved to worship.
Israel’s so-called ‘glory’ will fly away like a bird.
There will be no more pregnancies, no more births, nor babies.
But even though the Israelites will raise up, children,
I will take them all away.
How terrible it will be for them
when I turn away from them.
I see Israel like Tyre,
once planted in a very pleasant place.
But, the people of Israel will soon
bring out their children to be slaughtered!
O LORD, give them what they deserve.
What will You give them?
Cause their women to be unable to have children.
Give them breasts that cannot feed their babies.
The LORD says: “The Israelites were evil in Gilgal,
so, then and there, I began to detest them.
Because of the sinful things that they have done,
I will force them to leave My land.
I will no longer love them.
All their leaders have turned against Me.
Israel is like a sick plant.
Its root is dying, and it doesn’t produce fruit.
So, the people will have no more children.
Even if they did, I would kill the children whom they love.”
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My God will reject them,
because they have not obeyed Him.
They will become wanderers among the nations.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The King James is a beautiful, romantic expression by God who
says of Israel, “I will love them no more” (9:15, KJV). A correct
expression might say, “I will stop loving . . . .” But the romantic
expression says “no more,” meaning God loved in the past. But it also
implies God made a choice to terminate His love. It was because of
Israel’s sin. LORD, this verse scares me, for I’m not perfect, I have

ignorant sin in my life. Don’t ever stop loving me. I claim Your
promise, “He retaineth not His anger forever” (Micah 7:18). I claim
Jesus my high priest “who ever liveth to make intercession for me”
(Heb. 7:25, ELT). I claim life because You promised, “He shall live
forever” (John 6:51).
The LORD promised Israel “shall be wondrous among the
nations” (9:17). That surely has not been fulfilled because the Jews
have not had a home land for 2,000 years. Yet in 1948 the nation of
Israel was established in her home. That means God is beginning to
fulfill prophecy, that soon He will gather Israel to her land in peace
(Ez. 37:1-14). LORD, when I see Your people settled in their homeland, I

know the end is soon. Is that Your voice I hear saying, “Come up here”
(Rev. 4:1)?
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE COMING JUDGMENT
Hosea 10
Israel is like a spreading vine that produced plenty of fruit for
himself.
But, as the people became richer,
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they built more altars for their idols.
As their land became better,
they put up better stone-pillars to honor their false gods.
Their heart was divided.
Now they must pay for their guilt.
God will break down their altars,
He will destroy their stone-pillars.
Then the Israelites will say:
“We have no king,
because we did not show reverence for the LORD.
But even if we had one,
the king couldn’t do anything for us.”
The kings make many false promises.
They make agreements that they don’t’ keep.
So, lawsuits abound.
They are like poisonous weeds growing in a plowed field.
The people who live in Samaria are worried about
the calf-shaped idols at Beth-Aven.
Its people and its idolatrous priests who used to rejoice over it,
will mourn over it,
because their glorious statue is gone.
Yes, the thing will be carried off to Assyria,
as a payment that was demanded by the great king of Assyria.
Ephraim will be disgraced,
and Israel will be ashamed of that idol.
The king of Samaria will be carried off,
like a twig floating on the surface of the waters.
The places of worship, which were devoted to Baal-worship will be
destroyed.
Idolatry is the main sin of Israel.
Thorns and weeds will grow up
over their altars.
Then they will say to the mountains: “Cover us.”
And, they will say to the hills: “Fall on us.”
O Israel, you have sinned every since the time of Gibeah.
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The people there have continued sinning.
But war will surely overwhelm Israel
because of the evil they have done.
When I am ready,
I will come to punish them.
Armies will come together against them.
They will be punished for their many sins.
Israel is like a well-trained, young cow
that likes to thresh grain;
I spared her fair neck, but I will put a yoke on Israel’s neck.
Judah must plow.
And Jacob must break up the fallow ground.
Break up your unplowed ground.
Plant for yourselves what is right.
Then you will harvest good things
from your loyalty to Me.
It is time for you to seek the LORD.
Then He will come and pour out salvation upon you.
But you have planted evil.
So, you will harvest perversity.
You have eaten the fruit of lying.
You have depended on your own strength,
and trusted in your many, many soldiers.
Therefore, the noise of battle will rise up against your army.
And all your strong, walled cities will be destroyed.
It will be like the time when King Shalman destroyed Beth-Arbel in
battle.
Mothers were violently hurled against the ground, along with
their children.
The same thing will happen to you, O people of Bethel,
because you practiced so much evil.
When that time comes,
the king of Israel will be utterly destroyed!
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Note the condemnation of Israel, “He bringeth forth fruit unto
himself” (10:1, KJV). It’s not fruit to God, but “fruit unto himself.” Isn’t
that a picture of the selfish man who lives for his own pleasure or
satisfaction. He doesn’t live for others, or for his nation, or for God.

LORD, I will live for You first, then for others in my family, and friends,
for the poor, and for my nation. Forgive me of my selfish obsession
with my pleasure, or my possessions, or my ambition. May I find joy
in living for others.

Ephraim was called a “heifer” (10:11) who is taught to tread out
the grain. It was an easy job with its benefits. The heifer could eat
the grain as he walked (Deut. 25:4). But because of Israel’s sin, he
was given hard work in the fields to break up “unploughed ground.”
The King James calls it “clods.” LORD, serving You is easy, like the

heifer treading in the grain mill. But serving sin is hard and
agonizing. I will serve You joyfully for the joy it gives me.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH STILL LOVES HIS PEOPLE
Hosea 11
“When Israel was a child, I loved him.
And, I called My son out of Egypt.
But, the more I called to the people of Israel by My prophets,
the farther away they went from Me.
Instead, they offered sacrifices to the Baals.
They burned incense to those idols.
But I was the One who taught Israel to walk.
I took him by his arms, to keep him from straying, and to hold
him up,
But they did not understand
that I had healed them.
I led them by the cords of human kindness,
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with the ties of love.
I lifted the yoke off their neck.
I bent down to them and fed them.
“The Israelites will return to the land of Egypt into slavery.
And, the king of Assyria will become their king.
Why? Because they refused to turn back to God.
War will sweep through their cities.
It will devour the cross-bars of their city gates,
because of their evil plans.
My people have made up their minds
to turn away from Me.
The prophets summoned them to turn back to the Most High God.
But none of those people would honor God at all.
“O Ephraim, I don’t want to give you up.
I don’t want to abandon you, O Israel.
I don’t want to make you like Admah.
I don’t want to treat you like Zeboyim (Admah and Zeboyim were
towns of the plain [Gen. 10:19; 14:2, 8] which were overthrown at
the same time when Sodom and Gomorrah were engulfed in
flames [Gen. 19:24-25; Deut. 29:23; Jer. 49:18].)
My heart beats for you.
My love for you stirs up My pity.
I won’t punish you while I am in My fierce anger.
I won’t destroy Israel again.
I am God and not man.
I am the Holy One, and I am among you.
I will not come in a hostile manner.
They will follow after the LORD;
He will roar like a lion.
Yes, He will roar,
and His sons will come trembling from the west.
They will come trembling,
like birds set free from Egypt,
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and like a dove released from the land of Assyria.
I will re-settle them in their homes,”
declares the LORD.
Ephraim has surrounded me with lies.
The people of Israel encircle me with deceit.
Even Judah is disobedient against God
and against the faithful, holy ones.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God says of Israel, “I . . . called my son out of Egypt” (11:1). It’s a
picture of God delivering the nation of Israel from Egypt. But these
words are quoted by Matthew and applied to Jesus (Matt. 2:15). The
Holy Spirit uses this comparison because there are 3 similarities.
First, both Jesus and Israel were objects of the Father’s love. Second,
both were called “my son” because Jesus was eternally begotten (Ps.
2:7, John 3:16) and Israel was generated by the Father’s promise (Gen.
12:2-3). Third, both were in Egypt. Jesus as a refugee from the tyranny
of Herod, and Israel held in slavery by Pharaoh. LORD, thank You for

prophecy given here that was fulfilled in the baby Jesus. I know
everything about Jesus is true because what was predicted about
Him was fulfilled accurately. I praise You for working all things
together for good.
God protected Israel and she didn’t know it, “They knew not that
I (God) healed them” (11:3, KJV). LORD, thank You for healing me before

I knew I was sick. Thank You for keeping germs and bacteria from me
that could have destroyed me. Thank You for the times I’ve visited the
sick who had terrible disease, and it didn’t touch me. Thank You for
keeping me from going places where I could have been infected with
a mortal illness. And when I was sick, thank You that my illness didn’t
turn for the worst, or even cause death. I live because of You, may my
physical body glorify You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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THE NATION OF ISRAEL IS A LIAR
Hosea 12
What Israel does is as useless
as chasing after the east wind all day long.
They tell more and more lies
and do more and more violence.
They make a covenant with Assyria.
Then, they send off a gift of olive oil to Egypt. (This prophecy
was given about the time that Israel was seeking aid from the
Egyptian Pharaoh named “So” in violation of Israel’s existing
pact with Assyria.)
The LORD also has some charges against Judah.
He will punish Jacob for what they have done.
He will give them what they deserve.
Their ancestor, Jacob, held on to his brother’s heel
while the two of them were being born.
When Jacob grew up to be a man,
he wrestled with God.
Yes, Jacob wrestled with the Angel and won.
Jacob wept, and pleaded to the Angel to bless him.
God met with him at Bethel and spoke with him there.
MY TIME TO PRAY
What’s wrong with God’s people? They “feed on the wind”
(12:1). This is the east wind that comes from the eastern desert
bringing devastation. Israel was eaten up with idolatry that resulted
in “lies and violence.” When the heart spiritually defects from God,
the result is physical devastation. LORD, I recommit myself to You

this day, to do Your will today. I will feed on Your word and I will
fellowship with You in prayer. I will not feed on the wind, for I get
nothing from the world, the flesh, and the Devil.
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Israel has descended from Jacob, who “had power over the
angel and prevailed: he wept and made supplication” (12:4, KJV). This
reminds the people of God that Jacob wrestled with the Angel of the
LORD and won spiritual blessing. Afterwards he forever limped.
Jacob could no longer depend upon himself, and could no longer
accomplish anything in his own strength. He left the wrestling match
in helpless dependency upon God. Isn’t that what you want in life,
helpless dependency? So, quit wrestling with God—surrender.

LORD, I surrender to You. I give my physical body to You—fill me with
Your Spirit. I surrender my ambitions to You—use me. I surrender
my fears and doubts to You—fill me with confidence.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH IS VERY ANGRY WITH ISRAEL
Hosea 13
“People used to fear the tribe of Ephraim.
They were important people.
But, they sinned by worshipping Baal.
They died!
But now, they keep on sinning, more and more.
They make for themselves idols out of their silver.
Those images are cleverly made;
they are all the work of craftsmen.
Yet the people of Israel say to each other:
‘Kiss those calf-idols and offer human sacrifices to them.’
So, those people will be like the morning dew.
They will disappear like the morning mist.
They will be like chaff.
They will vanish, like smoke rising from a chimney.
“I have been the LORD, your God,
since you were in the land of Egypt.
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You have really known no other God except Me.
I am the One who has saved you.
I was the One who knew all about you in the desert
where it was hot and dry.
I gave them food, and they became full and satisfied.
But then, they became proud; and so they forgot Me.
Now, I will be like a lion to them.
I will be like a lurking leopard.
Like a mother bear robbed of her cubs, I will attack them.
I will rip open their chest.
I will devour them there, like a lion.
I will tear them apart like a wild animal!
“O Israel, I will destroy you.
Yes, I was the only One who could have helped you.
What good are your kings and judges now?
Can they save you in any of your towns? No!
You asked for them, saying:
‘Give us a king and leaders.’
So, I gave you kings—but only in My anger.
And, I took them away in My great anger.
The sins of Israel are on record.
They are filed away, waiting for punishment.
Israel has a chance to live again,
but the people are too foolish to take it.
They are like an unborn baby
who refuses to come out of its mother’s womb.
Nevertheless, I will save them from Sheol.
I will rescue them from Death.
O Death, where are your plagues?
O Sheol, where is your destruction?
I will show no mercy.
Although Ephraim may seem to be important,
the LORD will send a destroyer from the east, like a wind rising
up.
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And, it will dry up all the springs and wells of water.
This destroyer will destroy all their treasures—
everything of value.
The nation of Israel will be punished,
because it fought against its God.
They will die by the sword.
Their little children will be torn to pieces.
And, their pregnant women will be ripped open.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
At one time God’s people were powerful, “when Israel spoke,
everyone trembled” (13:1, ELT). Yet Israel lost her power. “When
Israel offered sacrifices to Baal, she died in every way” (13:1, ELT).
Their spiritual decline led to military decline and political decline.
Why? “They sin more and more” (13:2, KJV). Instead of seeking God,
Israel sought pleasure, selfish pursuit, and rebelled against God’s
standards. So finally, Israel will be a captive to Assyria. LORD, remind

me that compromise with sin will lead to spiritual weakness, and
when I add one sin to another sin, I will weaken myself so much that I
can’t stand. LORD, strengthen me by Your standards, as I take my
stand for righteousness.
God promises future blessing to Israel, “I will rescue them
from death, death where are your plagues? O grave where is your
destruction” (13:14, ELT)? This passage is quoted in 1 Cor. 15:55,
basing our resurrection on the physical resurrection of Jesus from
the grave. God will not change His mind, He will raise us up from the
grave. LORD, I trust Your word and I know one day I’ll be raised to

stand with Jesus before You, the Father. I rest on Your promise.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
HOSEA PLEADS WITH ISRAEL TO CHANGE
Hosea 14
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O Israel, return to the LORD, your God.
Your sins have caused your downfall.
Come back to the LORD
and say these words to Him:
“Take away all of our sins
and kindly receive us.
Then we will give You the praise that we promised You.
Assyria cannot save us.
We will not rely on our horses nor trust in Egypt.
No longer will we say: ‘Our gods . . .’
to the things which our own hands have made.
In You alone will we orphans find mercy.”
The LORD says: “I will forgive them for leaving Me.
I will love them freely.
I am not angry with them anymore.
I will be like the dew to Israel.
He will blossom like a lily.
Like the cedar trees in Lebanon,
Israel’s roots will be firm.
His branches will spread out.
He will be as beautiful as an olive tree.
He will be like the sweet-smelling cedars in Lebanon.
Israel will once again live under My protection.
He will grow like the grain.
He will bloom like a vine.
He will become as famous as the wine of Lebanon.
O Israel, have nothing more to do with idols.
I am the LORD, the One who answers your prayers.
I am the One who watches over you.
I am like a green pine tree.
Your blessings come from Me.”
EPILOGUE
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A wise and truly discerning person will know these things.
The LORD’s ways are upright.
Good people live by following them,
but those who turn against God will falter because of them.
MY TIME TO PRAY
This version says, “We will give You the praise that we
promised You” (14:2, PEB). Literally, this verse says the “sacrifice of
our lips.” Which means instead of putting an animal on the altar, we
will put our lips there. LORD, I worship You with my lips, for they speak

what is in my heart. Nothing I could give You would be greater than
to give You my heart.

The conclusion of Hosea’s prophecy is an epilogue of the
entire book. Hosea says the wise and discerning are those in right
relationship with God, they will understand the spiritual message of
this book. But most importantly, they will do them. But the
transgressor, those who reject God’s words and rebel against them
will be judged by these words of God. LORD, I love You and I

understand what You say about sin, but more importantly, I will show
my love by obeying Your words. Thank You for giving me spiritual
insight.
Amen.
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FOREWORD
The king’s funeral had lasted longer than everyone expected,
the crowd was much larger than expected, and there were more
speakers than usual. But the most shocking event of all, King Uzziah
was buried among the kings of Judah.
After the funeral was over, Isaiah, a young member of Uzziah’s
court, waited at Uzziah’s tomb longer than anyone else from the
official funeral delegation. This young man in his late teens loved old
Uzziah, he believed in the dreams of Uzziah. He had believed Uzziah
could restore the glory of David to Jerusalem. Now King Uzziah was
dead, Isaiah’s dreams were crushed. What could he do? Where
could he go? Was his young promising career ended? Isaiah wept
silently at the grave of his dead hero.
Before the funeral, an ugly fight had broken out over Uzziah’s
burial place. Some didn’t want King Uzziah’s vault to be located near
the burial place of David and Solomon. One rabbi had yelled, “Uzziah
sinned . . .”
The rabbis had announced to the Great Sanhedrin—a meeting
where religious matters were settled—”Because Uzziah sinned, he
disgraced the office of king. He shall not be buried with the great
kings . . . with David and Solomon.”
But Uzziah had been a great king—greater than any king in
recent memory. He served longer than any, 52 years. Uzziah captured
territory that the Philistines had stolen from Judah, he built
fortresses, a harbor city on the Gulf of Aqaba and strengthened the
walls of Jerusalem. Another rabbi defended the burial of Uzziah.
“Uzziah has made the walls of Jerusalem safer. . . higher . . . and
he invented new weapons to protect us. We are a stronger nation
because of Uzziah.”
The entire Sanhedrin agreed that Jerusalem was more secure
from attack than before. Under Uzziah, the army had invented a
catapult to hurl huge rocks at the enemy, rocks as large as a horse
could be heaved over a wall to crush enemy fortresses. The army
also invented a machine to shoot multiple arrows—raining mass
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destruction on an attacking enemy. The defender of Uzziah who
wanted him buried with the great kings, argued, “Uzziah has given us
more security . . . more prosperity . . . more prestige . . . than any other
king.”
Yes, Uzziah had reigned well for 52 years, but one last arrogant
act destroyed the memory of his accomplishments. In defiance
against God, Uzziah walked into the Holy Temple where only God’s
priests could go. He brought a lamb to sacrifice, a task only God’s
priest could perform.
“Treason . . .” a young priest yelled at King Uzziah. He dashed off
to get the Temple guard, yelling to all as he ran through the Temple,
“The King is mad . . . the King is mad . . . the King is mad.”
The young priest soon returned with the High Priest, the inner
council and over 50 Temple guards and 400 priests, all of whom
surrounded the king. The confrontation exploded at the table of
incense in the Holy Place.
“UZZIAH . . . YOU SINNED AGAINST GOD,” shouted the High Priest
trying to grab the golden censer from the King.
“HOW DARE YOU STOP ME,” King Uzziah yelled back at the High
Priest. “After all I’ve done for our nation . . . now I want to pray for our
people.” He clutched the golden censer to his chest.
Uzziah’s success had gone to his head, he had accomplished
more than any other king in recent memory. There was more wealth
in the treasury than at any time since Solomon. He was a good king;
he had strengthened Temple worship.
Uzziah had forgotten that God had separated the office of king
and priest. No one could cross that line . . . no one, not even a
successful king.
UZZIAH SINNED AGAINST THE TEMPLE
“STOP . . .” the High Priest demanded, he tried again to yank the
golden censer from the king. Then suddenly the High Priest’s hands
went limp, his mouth opened but no sound came out. What he saw
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silenced him. Fear gripped him. As the other priests saw it, they too
stood still . . . becoming silent . . . afraid to move . . . afraid to speak.
The King’s entourage was still yelling, they couldn’t see the
King’s face because they were behind him. Then the King’s valet
looked at what the High Priests were seeing. He could only say one
word, the one word was what a good Jew was commanded to say
when he saw the feared disease,
“LEPROSY!”
The jostling crowd of priests, guards and the king’s entourage
froze in fear. God had commanded that no leper could enter the
Temple; yet here in the Holy Place, God had stricken Uzziah with
leprosy. Everyone knew the disease was a sign of inner secret sin
and meant certain premature death. Uzziah’s inner rebellion was now
evidenced on his face.
“UNCLEAN . . .!” yelled the young priest who had first
encountered Uzziah in the Temple. He yelled for all to hear,
“UNCLEAN . . . UNCLEAN . . .”
Now the funeral was over and the dreams of Uzziah were gone.
Because of his emotional attachment to the late king, Isaiah felt the
nation couldn’t go on without Uzziah. His world was collapsing
around him. He had never given up hope, even until the last he
prayed, “God, heal King Uzziah,” but God didn’t answer. God in His
providence allowed a swift death for Uzziah. Life had to go on, a new
King had to take over the leadership of the nation. Isaiah stood
before the burial crypt thinking,
“Our nation was so close to returning to the glory of David . . . so
close . . . we almost made it.”
Where does a person go when his dreams are crushed? The
sun, golden like a freshly baked roll, was setting over the western
hills. Soon the first evening star could be seen in the east. Isaiah
couldn’t stay at the grave of Uzziah all night, he couldn’t bring him
back from the dead. Isaiah walked toward the Temple. He thought,
“Perhaps in God’s presence I can understand . . .”
Isaiah was recognized in the city as a bright young rising
leader, even though arrogant. The old leaders knew Isaiah had a
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keen mind, was articulate and they expected him to sit on the Great
Sanhedrin one day. But everyone knew Isaiah had a strong ego.
“Who can break his pride?” the members of the Sanhedrin discussed
behind his back.
As Isaiah walked through the Golden Gate into the Temple, the
priests nodded, but Isaiah was too haughty to return their greetings.
Isaiah walked past the brazen altar, no one was there; it was past the
hour of sacrifice. He strolled aimlessly into the Holy Place, again the
hour was late, and no one was there. The Holy Place was the center of
prayer, but it was also the place where Uzziah’s leprosy broke out.
Isaiah was mysteriously drawn to the place where his dreams were
destroyed. “Why . . .?” he asked God as he looked to heaven through
tear-blurred eyes.
Then Isaiah saw what he had never seen before. The skies
opened and clouds were folded back as a white blanket is turned
back on a bed. He saw past the Temple . . . past the moon and stars . . .
past the atmosphere. Isaiah looked into heaven.
Extremely high in heaven, Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on the
throne. As a young scholar, Isaiah knew that no one could see God’s
face, then live. But there in heaven, Isaiah saw the form of a man
sitting on a massive throne, larger than a city, larger than a mountain.
He saw a rainbow around the throne, and flashes of lightning came
from the throne. But Isaiah didn’t focus on the throne or the things
around it. Isaiah focused his attention on the One sitting on the
throne.
“I see the Lord,” he said quietly. “I see the Lord, sitting high
upon a throne in heaven.” Immediately, Isaiah fell on his knees with
his face to the ground. He had seen God, yet was alive. Then he heard
the sound of wings fluttering, like hundreds of pigeons flapping their
wings against the air to lift themselves into the sky. Looking up,
Isaiah saw angels and heard them singing praises to God. He joined
them in singing, “Holy . . .Holy . . .Holy . . . is the Lord of Hosts. Holy is the
God of the angels.”
Never had Isaiah seen beauty as he saw in heaven, nothing on
earth could compare. Now God was showing Isaiah a greater throne .
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. . a greater glory . . . a greater power . . . God was telling Isaiah that His
glory was much greater than any earthly king. God was giving the
young courtier a new vision. Isaiah needed to look at the future of
God’s people through God’s eyes, not through his own discouraged
eyes, nor through the eyes of Uzziah.
High in heaven, God sat on His throne. His robe and train
flowed from His shoulders down to earth . . . down to the Temple . . .
down into the Holy of Holies. Never had Isaiah seen a royal train this
long, surpassing anything Isaiah had ever seen on Uzziah or other
visiting royalty. The train was more than fine cloth; it was the
Shekinah Glory Cloud. The train from God’s shoulders was the cloud
that extended from heaven to earth, all the way down to the Mercy
Seat that covered the Ark of the Covenant. The Shekinah Glory Cloud
was the presence of God Himself in the Temple, a cloud of glory by
day and a cloud of fire by night. The experience was too much for
Isaiah. He began to shake all over with fear, his mind panicked, and
his mouth dried.
Isaiah put his hands to his face and began to cry. “My lips are
too unclean for God, I live among a people that are too unclean to be
God’s people. I know I’m unclean because I’ve seen the King of
Heaven, I have seen the God of the angels.”
Isaiah had boasted to his friends of Judah’s greatness when he
attended King Uzziah’s throne room. But now he could no longer
boast of an earthly king’s greatness, nor was he proud of his
identification with Uzziah’s accomplishments. He was broken with a
vision of God’s glory and his own sinfulness.
An angel flew to the brazen altar at the entrance to the Temple.
This was the altar where lambs were killed and blood was sacrificed
for the sin of sinners. The death of a lamb became a substitute for
punishment of the sinner. The blood became the basis of cleansing.
The angel took a burning coal off the altar with long handled tongs,
these were the tongs the law prescribed to be used in sacrifice. The
angel flew from the altar to Isaiah, bringing the red glowing ember
with him. The angel touched the mouth of Isaiah with the hot coal,
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saying, “This coal has touched your mouth to take away your sin.”
The angel informed Isaiah, “Your sin is forgiven.”
Isaiah surrendered to God, all of his presuppositions of serving
God in the court of Uzziah were gone. He felt ashamed . . . he felt
broken . . . but more importantly, he felt clean. For the first time the
Lord spoke from His throne, Isaiah heard God ask, “Whom shall I send
and who will go for us?”
Isaiah knew God was asking him a question, not an idle
question. Isaiah knew the question was directed at him. Isaiah had
prepared himself to serve in the court of Uzziah, but that was now
impossible. Now he was invited to serve in God’s court. The question
God asked was simple . . . direct . . . demanding, “Will you go for Me,
will you serve Me?”
It didn’t take Isaiah long to respond. It was more of an
invitation than a question. Isaiah immediately responded,
“Here am I,” he answered without hesitation, “send me.”
God told Isaiah that he would be sent as a spokesman—God’s
mouthpiece—to the people of God. He would be a prophet. God gave
Isaiah a command that confused him, not because Isaiah didn’t
understand what God wanted him to do, but Isaiah didn’t understand
why God would send him to fail. God told Isaiah, “Go tell my people
that they will hear this message, but not understand it.”
God had further instruction to Isaiah,” Tell them they shall see
My work, but not understand it.” Isaiah would speak for God, but no
one would listen. God was telling Isaiah that he would fail because
the people would reject him. God said, “The people will reject your
message of coming punishment. They are blind to see it and deaf to
hear it. Their hearts are too hard to receive it.”
God’s people believed they were above punishment. They
believed the Temple made them invincible. They believed the
covenant automatically protected them from danger. They believed
the God of Israel would fight for them. They felt untouchable, not
realizing they were only outwardly obeying rituals, but inwardly had
rejected God. They secretly worshipped Baal, and behind closed
doors broke the commandments of God. Their sin blinded their eyes
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to the true meaning of the law. Their iniquity prohibited them from
understanding the true meaning of Scriptures.
Isaiah understood his impossible task, but he had one
question for God, “How long shall I speak?” Was it futile to continue
in his ministry when the people rejected him? Isaiah wanted to know
if the people would eventually listen to him. Should he quit speaking
to the people because they rejected his message?
“Keep speaking . . .” God told him. “Don’t stop giving the
message of punishment until the land is punished . . . until the enemy
drives the people from their houses . . . until the land is entirely
desolate.”
“But Lord, . . .” Isaiah pleaded for understanding. “If you drive
Your people out of their land, what about Your promises that Israel
shall dwell in the land?”
God then gave to Isaiah a message of hope for the distant
future. God told him Israel would return to the Promised Land. God’s
message to Israel through Isaiah was, “I will judge My people, but
they shall return from the four corners of the earth to dwell in the
land of promise in the future kingdom of David.”
AFTER THE ENCOUNTER
Isaiah’s encounter with God was the beginning of his prophetic
ministry. He went on to preach that the Assyrians were going to be
used by God to judge Israel (Ch. 1-35) and that Babylon would be used
by God to judge Judah (Ch. 40-66). God used Isaiah to help King
Hezekiah pray for God’s protection when Assyria, i.e., Sennacherib,
attacked Jerusalem. Isaiah predicted that Babylon would capture
God’s people almost 100 years before it happened.
Isaiah ministered for God under the reigns of King Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and during the early years of Manasseh. He
ministered approximately 60 years (739-683 B.C.). Isaiah carried on
his ministry during which the northern kingdom was captured and
carried away to Assyria (722-721 B.C.). Also, during his lifetime,
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Jerusalem was invaded and devastated by Assyria, and Jerusalem
was surrounded but not captured by Sennacherib (701 B.C.).
Sometimes Isaiah is called the “Fifth gospel,” suggesting that
it communicates the gospel in the Old Testament just as the four
gospels do in the New Testament.
Isaiah presents a lofty view of God and His purposes in
salvation (Ch. 40-49), plus a detailed description of the coming
Messiah is God’s suffering servants (Ch. 53), and in the final analysis
it presents what will happen in the end of time (Ch. 60-66).
Isaiah is called the Prince of Prophets because his writing
represented the most beautifully penned messages in the Old
Testament.
SCRIPTURE
GOD REBUKES HIS PEOPLE
Isaiah 1
This is the vision which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw. God showed
Isaiah what was going to happen to Judah and to Jerusalem.
Isaiah saw these things while Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah were kings of Judah.
O heaven and earth, listen,
Because the LORD is speaking:
“I raised My children and helped them to grow;
But they have turned against Me.
An ox knows its master
And a donkey knows where its owner feeds it.
But the people of Israel do NOT know Me;
My people do NOT understand.”
Terrible times are coming for Israel because of her sin;
The people are loaded down with guilt.
They are like a group of children doing evil;
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They are full of evil.
They have abandoned the LORD;
They hate God, the Holy One of Israel,
They have turned away from Him.
Why should you continue to be punished?
Why do you continue to turn against Him?
Your whole head is hurt;
And, your whole heart is sick.
There is no healthy spot
From the bottom of your foot, to the top of your head;
You are covered with wounds, hurts, and open sores.
Your wounds are not cleansed and covered;
No medicine takes away the pain.
Your land is ruined;
Your cities have been burned with fire.
While you watch
Your enemies are stealing everything from your land;
Your land is ruined like a country destroyed by enemies.
Jerusalem is left alone
Like an empty shelter in a vineyard.
It is like a hut abandoned in a field of melons;
It is like a city surrounded by enemies.
The LORD of the armies of heaven
Allowed a few of our people to live.
Otherwise, we would have been completely destroyed,
Like the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.
O Jerusalem, your rulers are like those of Sodom;
Your people are like those of Gomorrah.
Hear the word of the LORD;
Listen to the teachings of our God.
The LORD says,
“I do not want all these sacrifices which you give to Me.
I have had enough of your sacrifices
Of male sheep and the fat from fine animals.
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I am not pleased
By the blood of bulls, sheep, and goats.
You come to meet with Me
But who asked you to do
All this trampling of My courtyards from your hand?
Don't continue bringing Me worthless sacrifices;
I hate the incense that you burn.
I cannot stand your New Moons, Sabbaths, and other festival days;
I cannot stand your evil even though you hold your “holy”
meetings.
I hate your New Moon festivals
And your other yearly festivals.
They have become like heavy weights on Me;
I am tired of carrying them.
You will raise your arms in prayer to Me,
But I will refuse to look at you.
Even if you say many prayers,
I will not listen to you.
It is because your hands are full of blood,
Wash yourselves and make yourselves clean;
Stop doing the evil things which I see you doing.
Stop doing wrong,
Learn to do good.
Be fair to other people;
Punish those who hurt others.
Help the orphans;
Stand up for the rights of widows.”
The LORD says,
“Come, now, let us reason together.”
Though your sins are scarlet like deep red cloth,
They can be as white as snow.
Your sins are bright red
But you can be white like new wool.
If you will obey Me,
Then you will eat good crops from the land.
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But if you refuse to obey, and if you turn against Me,
Then you will be destroyed by the swords of your enemies.”
The LORD Himself said these things
JERUSALEM IS SINFUL
The city of Jerusalem once followed the LORD
But she is no longer loyal to the LORD.
She used to be filled with fairness;
People lived the way that God wanted
But now, murderers dwell there.
O Jerusalem, you have become like the scum left behind when silver
is Purified;
You are like best wine mixed with water.
Your rulers are rebels;
They are friends of thieves.
They all accept bribes for doing things that are wrong;
They are paid to cheat people.
They don’t try to help the orphans
And, they don’t listen to the needs of widows.
The Lord God of the armies of heaven,
The Mighty One of Israel, says:
“You, My enemies, will not cause Me any more trouble;
I will pay you back for what you did.
I will turn against you,
I will clean away all your wrongs, as if with soap;
I will take all the worthless things out of you.
I will bring back your judges as you had long ago;
Your counselors will be like the ones whom you had in the
beginning.
Then you will be called “The-City-That-Is-Right-with-God”;
You will be called “The Loyal City.”
Because the LORD does what is fair,
He will rescue Jerusalem.
Because the LORD does what is right,
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He will save her people who come back to Him.
But rebels and those who turn against Him will be destroyed;
Those who have abandoned the LORD will die.
“You will be ashamed
Because you have worshiped false gods under the so-called
“Sacred” oak trees.
You will be disgraced
Because you have worshiped idols in your gardens.
You will be like an oak whose leaves are dying;
You will be like a garden without water.
Powerful people will be like small, dry pieces of wood
And, what they do will be like sparks.
The people and what they do will burn together,
And, no one will be able to quench that fire.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah predicted terrible times were coming because of
Israel’s sin (v. 4). God had raised Israel as a parent raises children,
but God’s people deny God’s care and spurn His love. They refused to
love God with all their hearts. Do you know anyone like that? Do you
love God with all your heart? Don’t give Him outward worship, while
you think inwardly of sin, or you plan your next escapade. Isaiah
says, “Stop doing wrong . . . learn to do good” (vvs. 16, 17, CEV). Lord,

because I have sinned, forgive me. Because I have drifted from You,
pull me back into Your embrace. Lord, forgive me of my sin, and
protect me from its consequences.

Christianity is a rational religion. God does reasonable things,
and He expects you to reason things out. God invites you, “Let us
reason together” (v. 18). If you would do the reasonable thing, you
would worship God rightly. Lord, I know in my mind what to do; help
me do in life what I know to do.
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God always offers an open door for us to return to Him after we
sin. “He will save her people (Israel) that come back to Him (v. 27).
Lord, I feel safe in Your presence. I want to stay near You.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
THE COMING KINGDOM
Isaiah 2
Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw this message about Judah and
Jerusalem;
In the last days, the mountain on which the LORD’s temple
stands
Will become the most important of all mountains.
It will be raised above the hills
And, people from all nations will come streaming to it.
Many nations will come and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD;
Let us go to the temple of the God of Jacob.
Then God will teach us His ways
And, we will obey His teachings.”
The LORD’s teachings will go out from Zion;
The LORD’s message will go out from Jerusalem.
Then the LORD will settle arguments among many nations;
He will make decisions for strong nations that are far away.
Then the nations will beat their swords into plows;
They will make their spears into hooks for trimming trees.
Nations will no longer fight other nations;
They will not even train for war anymore.
THE PROUD WILL BE HUMBLED
Come, O household of Jacob;
We should follow the way of the LORD.
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O LORD God, You have abandoned Your people,
The household of Jacob.
They have become filled with wrong ideas from people in the East;
Your people try to tell the future like the Philistines,
They have completely accepted those foreign ideas.
Their land has been filled with silver and gold;
There are a great many treasures there.
Their land has been filled with horses;
There are many chariots there.
Their land is full of idols;
People bow down to idols they made with their own hands;
They worship statues shaped by their fingers.
People will not be proud any longer,
They will bow low with shame;
O God, do not forgive them.
Go hide in the caves of the cliffs;
Dig holes and hide in the ground.
Hide from the anger of the LORD
And from His great power.
Proud people will stop being proud,
They will bow low with shame;
At that time, only the LORD will be praised.
The LORD of the armies of heaven has a certain day planned;
On that day, He will punish the proud and those who brag
They will no longer be important.
He will bring down the tall cedar trees from Lebanon;
He will destroy the great oak trees of Bashan.
He will destroy all the tall mountains
And the high hills.
He will knock down every tall tower
And every high, strong wall.
He will sink all the trading ships
And, He will destroy the beautiful ships.
At that time, proud people will stop being proud;
They will bow low with shame.
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And, at that time, only the LORD will be praised
And all the idols will be gone.
People will run to caves in the rocky cliffs;
They will dig holes and hide in the ground.
They will hide from the anger of the LORD
And His great power;
They will do this when the LORD shakes the earth.
At that time, people will throw away
Their gold and silver idols.
They made these idols for themselves to worship
But they will throw them away to the bats and moles.
Then the people will hide in caves
And cracks in the rocks.
They will hide from the anger of the LORD
And His great power;
They will do this when the LORD stands to shake the earth.
You should stop trusting in people to save you;
People are only human;
They are not able to help you.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah predicts a coming time of peace on the earth when all
wars, and war machines are done away. Swords will be beaten into
plows. People will stream to worship God in Jerusalem. The LORD will
settle all arguments among the nations from His holy hill. Lord, I

yearn for peace and safety; there’s so much hatred in the world today.
Lord, I look forward to a time when You rule the world; there’s so much
bickering among politicians. They enact laws for selfish reasons,
and line their own pockets with money. There are so many lies and
arrogant pride. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
Before that time of peace, the LORD will judge the peoples of
the earth for their rebellion and sin. Every nation will be judged.
Every tall tower (a human place of safety) will be destroyed. All
trading ships will be sunk. All idols will be smashed, and all human
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pride and selfishness will be punished. People will hide in holes
from the anger of the Lord. Lord, I know there is terrible tribulation

coming to the people of the earth, and the Day of Armageddon will
follow. Lord, I will live righteously and I will wait for the rapture to go
be with You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD WILL JUDGE JERUSALEM AND JUDAH
Isaiah 3
Understand what I am telling you;
The Lord, the LORD of the armies of heaven
Will take away everything that Judah and Jerusalem has;
He will take away all the food and water.
He will take away all the heroes and great soldiers.
He will take away all judges, prophets, the people who do
Magic, and the elders.
He will take away military leaders and government leaders;
He will take away counselors, skilled craftsmen, and those
Who try to tell the future.
The LORD says, “I will cause young boys to be your leaders;
Foolish children will rule over you.
Everyone will be against everyone else;
Young people will not respect older people;
Common people will not respect important people.”
At that time, a man will grab one of his brothers
From his own family and say,
“You have a coat; so you will be our leader,
You will be the leader over all these ruins.”
But that brother will stand up and say,
“I cannot help you.
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I don’t have food or clothes in my house;
You will not make me your leader.”
This will happen because Jerusalem has stumbled,
And Judah has fallen.
The things they say and do are against the LORD;
They sin against the LORD openly.
The look on their faces shows that they are guilty of doing wrong,
Like the people of Sodom, they are proud of their sin;
They don’t care who sees it.
How terrible it will be for them;
They have brought much trouble to themselves.
Tell the good people that good things will happen to them;
They will receive a reward for the good they do.
But how terrible it will be for evil people;
They will be punished for all the wrong that they have done.
Children treat My people in a very cruel way;
Women rule over them.
My people, your guides lead you in the wrong way;
They turn you away from what is right.
The LORD takes His place in court;
He stands up to judge the people.
The LORD presents His case
Against the elders and other leaders of His people.
He says, “You have burned My vineyard;
Your houses are full of what you took from poor people.
What gives you the right to crush My people?
How can you grind the faces of the poor people into the dirt?”
The LORD, the LORD of the armies of heaven, said this.
The LORD says,
“The women of Jerusalem are proud.
They walk around with their heads held high;
They flirt with their eyes.
They take quick, short steps,

Page 18 of 216

Making noise with their ankle bracelets.”
So, the LORD will put sores on the heads of those women in Jerusalem.
He will make them lose all their hair!
At that time, the LORD will take away everything that makes them
proud. He will take away their beautiful ankle bracelets, their
headbands, and their necklaces shaped like the moon. He will
take away their ear-rings, bracelets, and veils. He will take
away their scarves, ankle chains, the cloth belts worn around
their waists, their bottles of perfume, and charms. He will take
away their signet rings, their nose rings, their fine robes, their
capes, their shawls, and their purses. And, He will take away
their mirrors, their linen dresses, their turbans, and their long
shawls. Instead of having sweet-smelling perfume, they will
stink. Instead of fine cloth belts, they will wear ropes like
captives. Instead of having their hair fixed up in fancy ways,
they will be bald. Instead of fine clothes, they will have
sackcloth. Instead of having beauty, they will have the brand of
a captive. At that time, your men will be killed with swords.
Your heroes will die in war. There will be crying and sadness in
the meeting places near the city gates. Jerusalem will be like a
woman who has lost everything and sits on the ground.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God described what happened when Israel turned from God,
and why He will punish the nation. It sounds as if Isaiah is describing
the United States as we turn from our Christian heritage. So how can
Americans think God will not judge their nation? God says, “foolish
children”; are the rulers, doesn’t that describe America’s leaders?
God says the young don’t respect the old, or the former ways of doing
things. Isn’t that America? God says Israel is like Sodom—proud of
her sin. Hasn’t America tolerated homosexuality, and media almost
“idolizes” the gay lifestyle? God describes the many ways women
call attention to themselves. Think of the way America sells
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everything with sex . . . beautiful women . . . plus all the things sold to
beautify women. Lord, You live in the past, present and future. You

have seen on many occasions all the sins of America, nothing
surprises You. God convict America of her sins. God revive America.
God save America. God bless America.
This chapter describes people who live for the things they
have acquired. They lived for “stuff.” “Your houses are full of what
you took from poor people” (v. 14). But life is not measured in money,
houses, possessions, and “stuff.” Relationships are the most
important thing in life. Relationship with the Lord comes first in
heaven, and eternity. Relationship with family comes next on earth.

Lord, I put You first above all people. Lord, I put You first above money
and things. Lord, You will be first in my life; Lord, You are my life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
A VISION OF THE COMING KINGDOM
Isaiah 4
At that time, 7 women
will grab one man.
They will say, "We will make our own bread
And, we will make our own clothes.
But please marry us.
Please, take away our shame.
THE FUTURE OF JERUSALEM
At that time, the LORD’s branch will be very beautiful and great. The
people still living in Israel will be proud of what the land grows.
All the people who are still living in Jerusalem will be called
"holy." This will be all the people whose names are recorded
among the living in Jerusalem. The LORD will wash away the
filth from the women of Jerusalem. He will wash the
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bloodstains out of Jerusalem. He will cleanse Jerusalem with
the spirit of fairness and the spirit of fire. As the LORD did when
Israel left Egypt, He will cover them with a cloud of smoke
during the day. And, He will cover them with a bright flaming
fire at night. These proofs will be over Mount Zion. They will be
over every meeting of the people there. There will be a
covering over every person. This covering will be a place of
safety. It will protect the people from the heat of the sun. It will
be a safe place to hide from the storm and rain.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The LORD promises in the future the Shekinah cloud will return
to earth to cover His people. Just as the Shekinah went before Israel
to guide them out of Egypt, God will cover His people with His
presence. Just as the Shekinah went behind Israel to protect them
from an attacking army, so God’s cover will protect His people in the
future. The covering will be God Himself who meets every threat to
His people. Lord, I know I’ll have the Shekinah covering in the future,

but I need You now, I need You today. Cover me from all threats as I
go about my duties. “Deliver me from the Evil One.” I will walk under
Your cloud, and I will rejoice in Your covering.

God promises a safe place “to hide from the storms and rain.”
That doesn’t mean God will keep the storms from beating upon us, nor
does it mean there will be no storms in the believer’s life. It means in
the Lord, there is safety. Lord, You see the future; so help me prepare
for the storms that will come. Don’t let me be terrified by storms, give
me godly fear of Yourself. Yet Lord, when terrifying times come, give
me Your peace as I hide in You. Whether storms are . . . money storms
. . . health storms . . . job storms . . . family storms . . . or whatever; keep
me safe in Your presence.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
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The Story of the Vineyard
Isaiah 5
Now I will sing a song to my friend;
This song is about his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard
On a hill with very rich soil.
He dug and cleared the field of stones;
He planted the best grapevines there.
And, he built a tower in the middle of it;
He cut out a wine-press, as well.
He hoped good grapes would grow there
But only bad grapes grew.
My friend said, “You people living in Jerusalem,
And you men of Judah,
Judge between me and my vineyard.
What more could I have done for my vineyard?
I did everything I could.
I hoped for good grapes to grow;
But why were there only bad grapes?
Now I will tell you
What I will do to my vineyard:
I will remove the hedge,
And it will be burned.
I will break down the stone wall,
And it will be walked on.
I will ruin my field;
It will not be trimmed or hoed.
Weeds and thorns will grow there;
I will command the clouds
Not to rain upon it.”
The vineyard belonging to the LORD of the armies of heaven,
Is the household of Israel.
The garden that the LORD loves
Is the men of Judah.
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The LORD looked for justice, but there was only killing;
The LORD hoped for right living, but there were only cries of
Pain.
How terrible it will be for you who add more houses to your houses,
And more fields to your fields.
Finally, there is no room left for other people.
Then you are left alone in the land.
The LORD of the armies of heaven said this to me:
“The fine houses will be destroyed;
The large and beautiful houses will be left empty.”
At that time, a 10-acre vineyard will produce only 6 gallons of wine,
And 6 bushels of seed will grow only half a bushel of grain.
How terrible it will be for people who rise early in the morning
To look for strong drink.
They stay awake late at night,
Becoming drunk with wine.
At their parties they have lyres, harps,
Tambourines, flutes, and wine.
They do not see what the LORD has done;
They don’t notice the work of His hands.
So, My people will be captured and taken away,
Because they don’t really know Me.
All the great men will die of hunger;
The common people will die of thirst.
So, the place where the dead people are wants more and more;
It opens its mouth wide to swallow people.
Jerusalem’s important men will go down into it
And, the common people will go down into it.
So, the common people and the great people will be humbled;
Those who are proud will be humbled.
The LORD of the armies of heaven will receive glory by judging fairly;
The holy God will show Himself holy by doing what is right.
Then the sheep will go anywhere they want;
Lambs will feed on the land that the rich people once owned.
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How terrible it will be for those people.
They pull their guilt and sins behind them
As people pull wagons with ropes.
They say, “Hurry, let us see God ;
Let us see Him do His work soon;
We want to see it.
Let us see the plan of the Holy One of Israel happen soon
Then we would know what it really is.”
How terrible it will be for people who call good things “bad,”
And bad things “good.”
They think that darkness is light,
And light is darkness.
They think that sour is sweet,
And sweet is sour.
How terrible it will be for people who think they are wise;
They think they are clever.
How terrible it will be for people who are famous for drinking wine;
They are champions at mixing drinks.
They receive money to set the guilty free
But they don’t allow good people to be judged fairly.
They will be destroyed
Just as fire burns straw or dry grass.
They will be destroyed
Like a plant whose roots rot,
And whose flower dies and blows away like dust.
They have refused to obey the teachings of the LORD of the armies of
Heaven;
They hated the message from the Holy God of Israel.
So, the LORD has become very angry with His people
And, He has raised His hand to punish them.
Even the mountains are scared;
Corpses lie in the street like garbage.
Yet the LORD is still angry;
His hand is still raised to strike down the people.
God raises a banner for the nations far away;
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He is whistling to call those people at the ends of the earth.
The enemy comes quickly,
Not one of them becomes tired or falls down,
Not one of them gets sleepy and falls asleep.
Their weapons are close at hand;
Their sandal straps are not broken.
Their arrows are sharp;
All of their bows are ready to shoot.
The hoofs of the horses are as hard as rock,
Their chariot wheels move like a whirlwind.
Their shout is like the roar of a lion,
It is loud like a young lion.
The enemy growls as they grab their captives;
There is no one to stop them from taking their captives away.
On that day, they will roar
Like the waves of the sea.
And when people look at the land,
They will see only darkness and pain;
All light will become dark in this thick cloud.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The story of the vineyard is about ingratitude. God did
everything for Israel, just as the owner of the vineyard did everything
to grow grapes. He chose rich soil, dug away stones, hauled away
trash, and built a tower to provide water, and a winepress to produce
wine. But only wild grapes grew in the vineyard. It produced nothing.
This was a picture of Israel. God came looking for the enjoyment of
wine, which is a picture of God looking for the enjoyment of worship
from His people. He wants praise, thanksgiving, and gratitude from
His people. But there’s silence. So the owner judged the vineyard
and took everything way. Because God judged Israel and sent her
into captivity, can we expect God to do anything differently to
America? Lord, when You come to examine my life, discover praise in

my heart, and worship on my lips. I give You thanks for all You’ve
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given me and all You’ve done for me. You’ve done so much for me and
I’ve done so little for You. Forgive me for my inadequacies and lack of
gratitude. Thank You for forgiveness; I worship You for Your patience
and grace with me.

Your expressions of gratitude are the acid test of your
character. If you are ungrateful for all you have—like Israel—God
will take away what you have and judge you.
Gratitude is the least remembered of all virtues,
And is the acid test of your character.

Lord, I’m thankful for my parents, my education, and the
measure of health you’ve given me. I’m thankful for a good mind,
opportunities and Your provision of the necessities of life. I’m
thankful for an opportunity of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness; even though limited and frail. I’m thankful for salvation, a
new nature, and being placed in the body of Christ. I’m thankful for a
desire to pray and know You better; so, Lord, I pursue You this day to
be magnified in my life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD CALLS ISAIAH
Isaiah 6
In the year that King Uzziah died (740 B.C.), I saw the LORD. He was
sitting on a very high throne. His long robe filled the temple.
Burning heavenly creatures stood above Him. Each creature
had 6 wings. They used 2 wings to cover their faces. They used
2 wings to cover their feet. And, they used 2 wings for flying.
Each creature was calling to the others:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of the armies of heaven.
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His splendor fills the whole earth!”
Their voices caused the frame around the door to shake. The temple
filled with smoke. I said,
“Oh, no, I will be destroyed. I am not pure. And, I live among people
who are not pure. Yet I have seen the King, the LORD of the
armies of heaven.”
On the altar there was a fire. One of the burning heavenly beings
used a pair of tongs to take a hot coal from the fire, then he flew
to me with the hot coal in his hand. He touched my mouth with
the hot coal.
Then he said, “Look, your guilt is taken away, because this hot coal
has touched your lips. Your sin is taken away.”
Then I heard the LORD’s voice say, “Whom can I send? Who will go for
us?”
So I said, “Here I am; send me.”
Then the LORD said, “Go and tell this to the people: ‘You will listen and
listen, but you won’t understand;
You will look and look, but you won’t learn.’
“Make these people stubborn;
Make them not able to understand what they hear and see
Otherwise, they might really understand what they see with their
eyes
And hear with their ears, and they might really understand with
their minds.
If they did this, then they would come back to Me and be forgiven.”
Then I asked, “O LORD God, how long should I do this?”
He answered,
“Do this until the cities are destroyed and the people are gone.
Do this until there are no people left living in the houses. Do
this until the land is destroyed and left empty. I will send the
people far away and the land will be left empty. One-tenth of
the people will be left in the land but the land will be destroyed.
These people will be chopped down, like a stump is that is left
behind. The people who remain will be like a stump that will
sprout again.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
The LORD called Isaiah to a ministry of failure. God told him to
preach, but the listeners would not see God’s truth; they would not
hear and understand God’s message, and they would reject his
preaching. Isaiah’s task was to be a faithful preacher, even though
people would not respond to his message. In that sense, almost
every believer is called today to witness about Christ to family and
friends, but many listeners do not understand and many will not
respond. So like Isaiah, we’re called to minister in the face of
predetermined resistance. LORD, I will witness to my friends and

family; even though many will not receive my message and believe
the gospel. My job is not to produce fruit, but to be a faithful witness .
. . to plant . . . to weed . . . and to water. God, I trust You to grow the
harvest.

Isaiah asked, “How long should I do this?” This was a natural
question. The Lord didn’t give Isaiah the answer he expected. Isaiah
probably expected an answer from the calendar, i.e., . . . weeks . . .
months . . . or years. But God wanted Isaiah to be faithful to the end,
no matter how long it took.
We live in a day of some spectacularly successful super mega
churches. In a lifetime one pastor may build one of the largest
churches in history. But for every successful pastor, there are
probably thousands of pastors who minister a lifetime and only win a
few. Some others win almost none who minister in cultures
dominated by Islam, or Shintoism, or some other blinding religion.

Lord, take my eyes off success and put them on Jesus. May I measure
my success by my relationship to Jesus, and may I be satisfied with
my abiding-fellowship with Him. Lord, teach me to prize the important
things in life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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THE LORD SPEAKS TO ISAIAH
Isaiah 7
Now Ahaz was the son of Jotham, who was the son of Uzziah. When
Ahaz was king of Judah, Rezin and Pekah went up to Jerusalem
to fight against it (About 735 B.C.). Rezin was king of Syria and
Pekah was the king of Israel. However, they were not able to
defeat the city.
A message was told to Ahaz, the king of Judah, “The armies of Syria
and Israel have joined together.”
When Ahaz heard this, he and the people became very scared. They
shook with fear like a tree of the forest blown by the wind.
Then the LORD told Isaiah, “You and your son Shear-Jashub should go
out and talk to Ahaz. Go to the place where the water flows into
the upper pool. This is on the road to the Washerman’s Field.
Tell Ahaz: ‘Be careful! Be calm, and don’t be afraid, don’t let
those 2 men—Rezin and Remaliah’s son Pekah—scare you.
Don’t be afraid of their anger or Syria’s anger. Those 2 men are
as weak as 2 sticks that are barely burning, the fire is ready to
go out. They have made plans against you.’ They said, “Let us
fight against Judah and tear it apart. We will divide up the
kingdom of Judah for ourselves. We will make the ‘land of Tob,’
which was east of the Jordan River, the new king of Judah.” But
I, the LORD, say, “Their plan will not succeed. It will not happen.
That is because Syria is led by the city of Damascus. And,
Damascus is led by its weak king, Rezin.
“Within 65 years, Israel will no longer be a nation. Israel is led by the
city of Samaria, and Samaria is led by its weak king, the son of
Remaliah. If your faith is not strong, then you will not have
strength to last.’“
THE SIGN OF IMMANUEL
Then the LORD spoke to Ahaz again, saying, “Ask for a sign (or, ‘proof’)
to prove to yourself that these things are true. It may be a sign
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from as deep as Sheol or as high as the heavens.” But Ahaz
said, “I will not ask for a sign. I will not test the LORD.”
Then Isaiah said, “O Ahaz, you descendant of David, listen very
carefully. Isn’t it bad enough that you wear out the patience of
people? Do you have to wear out the patience of my God also?
Nevertheless, the LORD Himself will give you a sign: The virgin
will be pregnant. She will give birth to a son, and she will name
him Immanuel. He will be eating milk curds and honey when
he learns to reject what is evil and to choose what is good. You
are afraid of the kings of Israel and Syria now. But, before the
child learns what is good and what is evil, the lands of Israel
and Syria will be empty.
“The LORD will bring some troubled times to you. Those troubles will
come to your people and to the people of your father’s family.
The LORD will bring the king of Assyria to fight against you. At
that time, the LORD will whistle to call for the Egyptian. And
they will come like flies from the streams of Egypt. The LORD
will call for the Assyrians and, they will come from the land of
Assyria like bees. These enemies will camp in the deep
ravines and in the cliffs. They will camp by the thorn-bushes
and watering holes. The LORD will use Assyria to punish Judah.
Assyria will be hired and used like a razor. It will be as if the
LORD is shaving the hair from Judah’s head and legs and is
shaving off Judah’s beard.”
“At that time, a person will be able to keep only 1 young cow and 2
sheep alive. There will be only enough milk for that person to
eat milk curds. All who remain in the land will go back to
eating only milk curds and honey. In this land there are now
vineyards that have 1,000 grapevines. These grapevines are
worth about 25 pounds of silver. But these fields will become
full of weeds and thorns. The land will become wild and useful
only as a hunting ground. People once worked and grew food
on these hills. But, at that time, people will not go there. The
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land will be filled with weeds and thorns. Only sheep and
cattle will go to those places.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ahaz and all the people of Judah were afraid. The king of Syria
was angry and ready to attack God’s people. The people of Syria had
always hated God’s people. But their fear was compounded; Israel—
the northern half of God’s people—had turned traitors against the
Southern Kingdom. Like brothers who sometimes fight, Israel and
Syria joined forces again the Southern Kingdom. Lord, I expect

unsaved people to attack me, but it’s difficult when people who call
themselves Christian attack me.

King Ahaz and the Southern Kingdom “become very scared.”
God sent them a message through Isaiah, “Be calm . . . don’t be afraid”
( v. 4). Why be courageous, because fear makes a coward and
cowards are weak in battle. Jesus told His followers on numerous
occasions, “fear not.” He didn’t want his disciples defeated. Lord,

when I can’t be strong in myself, I’ll be strong in You and Your
promises.

God didn’t promise to win the battle for them, “Don’t let these
two men scare you” (v. 4). God wanted them to be mentally
courageous so they could win the battle. So, do more than ask God to
defeat your enemy. Prepare yourself! Equip yourself! Then fight as
hard as you can. Lord, You promise me victory when I’m spiritually

ready and I equip myself with Your armament. I will do what You
command.

God promised a sign that they would be victorious. The virgin
will be pregnant. She will deliver a son . . . “Immanuel” (v. 14).
Obviously, that’s a prediction of the coming Messiah—Jesus Christ.
He is Immanuel, i.e., God with Us. Isn’t Jesus always our answer to
discouragement and fear? Lord, when I’m afraid, I’ll trust in Jesus. He
makes me courageous.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ISAIAH’S SON, MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ
Isaiah 8
The LORD told me: “Take a large scroll on which to write. Use a pen to
write these words: ‘aher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.’ The Hebrew name
means: “quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil.” I will gather
some men to be reliable witnesses. They will be Uriah the
priest and Zechariah, the son of Jeberechiah.”
Then I went to the prophetess. She became pregnant and gave birth
to a son. Then the LORD told me, “Name the boy ‘Maher-ShalalHash-Baz.’ The king of Assyria will take away all the wealth and
possessions of Damascus and Samaria. This will happen
before the boy learns to say ‘my father’ or ‘my mother.’”
THE ASSYRIANS ARE COMING
Again, the LORD spoke to me, saying, “These people refuse to accept
the slow-moving waters of the pool of Shiloah. These people
are terrified of Rezin and Remaliah’s son, Pekah. So I, the LORD,
will bring the king of Assyria and all his power against them.
They will come like a powerful flood of water from the
Euphrates River. The Assyrians will be like water rising over
the banks of the river, flowing over the land. That water will
flow into Judah and pass through it. It will rise up to Judah’s
throat. This army will spread its wings like a bird until it covers
your whole country, O Immanuel.”
Be broken, all you nations;
Be smashed to pieces.
Listen, all you faraway countries,
Prepare for battle and be smashed to pieces.
Make your plans for the fight,
Nevertheless, your plans will be defeated.
Give orders to your armies,
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Nevertheless, your orders will be useless because ‘God is With
us.’
The LORD spoke to me with His great power. He warned me not to
follow the lead of the rest of the people. The LORD said,
“People are saying that others make plans against them;
You should not believe those things.
Don’t be afraid of the things they fear;
Do not dread those things.
But remember that the LORD of the armies of heaven is holy,
He is the One you should fear;
He is the One you should dread.
Then He would be a sanctuary for you;
But, for the two households of Israel,
He will be like a stone that causes people to stumble;
He will be like a rock that makes them fall.
He will be like a trap for the people of Jerusalem;
He will catch them in His trap.
Many people will fall over this Rock;
They will fall and be broken,
They will be trapped and caught.”
Make an agreement,
Seal up the teaching while my followers are watching;
I will wait for the LORD to help us,
The LORD is ashamed of the household of Jacob;
I will trust in the LORD.
I am here. And with me are the children whom the LORD has given me.
We are signs and proofs for the people of Israel. We have been
sent by the LORD of the armies of heaven. He lives on Mount
Zion.
Some people say, “Ask the mediums and fortune-tellers what to do.
They whisper and mutter and ask dead people what to do.” But I
tell you that people should ask their GOD for help. Why should
people who are still alive ask for something from the dead
people? You should follow the teachings and the covenant
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with the LORD. The mediums and fortune-tellers do not speak
the word of the LORD. Their words are worth nothing.
People will wander through the land troubled and hungry. When they
become hungry, they will become angry. Then they will look up
and curse their king and their God. They will look around them
at their land. And, they will see only trouble and darkness and
awful gloom. And they will be forced into the darkness.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Notice what God says about the problem, “Don’t be afraid of the
things they fear.” Not only do we have our own personal fears, we let
other people scare us with the things that scare them. Then we are
doubly weak. Why? Because when people talk about their fears, they
exaggerate. If people can double the size of the thing they fear,
maybe they think they are controlling their fears. The answer?
“Remember the LORD of the armies of heaven . . . He is the One you
should fear.” Lord, direct my fears to the proper source. Forgive me

when I don’t fear You. I know You have all power in heaven and earth.
I yield to Your will. Save me from my fears.

People today are looking for answers everywhere, just like
they did in Isaiah’s day. Back then, they went to fortune tellers, just
like some today. Back then, they went to a séance to ask the dead.
Some do it today. Look at Isaiah’s response, “I will wait for the LORD to
help us” (v. 17). Do you know how to “wait”? The answer to your
inquiry is with Him. Lord, I’m not good at waiting. I like to push ahead

and do things my own way. Forgive my impatience. I’m waiting.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE DESCENDANTS OF KING DAVID
Isaiah 9
Nevertheless, there will be no gloom for those who were once in
distress. In the past, He humbled the land of Zebulun and the
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land of Naphtali. However, in the future, He will make glorious
the way of the sea, and the land beyond the Jordan River,
Galilee of the nations. Now those people live in darkness,
(ignorance, misery, calamity, and sin) but they will see a great
Light. The Light will shine on them who dwell in the shadow of
death.
“O God, You will take away their heavy load. You will remove the heavy
bar from across their backs. You will get rid of the rod that the
enemy uses to punish Your people. Every boot that marched in
battle will be destroyed. Every uniform stained with blood will
be destroyed. They will be thrown into the fire.
“A Child will be born to us. God will give us a Son. He will be
responsible for leading the people and the government will be
upon his shoulder. He will be called: ‘Wonderful,’ ‘Counselor,’
‘Powerful God,’ ‘Father of Eternity,’ ‘Prince of Peace. There will
be peace in His kingdom forever and ever. His royal power will
continue to grow. He will rule as the true Successor of King
David, and over David's kingdom. He will make it strong by
upholding it with justice and righteousness. He will rule it
from the time He comes until forever.
“The LORD leads the armies of heaven and His zeal will accomplish
this.”
GOD IS ANGRY
The LORD sent a message against the people of Jacob;
That message says that God will judge Israel,
Then everyone in Israel, even the leaders in Samaria,
Will know that God punished them.
Those people, who are proud and who now brag, say this:
"These bricks have fallen,
But we will build again with cut stones.
These small trees have been chopped down,
But we will put great cedars there!"
Nevertheless, the LORD will make the enemies of Rezin strong,
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He will stir up their enemies against them.
The Syrians come from the east
And the Philistines from the west.
They will eat up Israel along with their armies;
The LORD is still angry,
His hand is still raised to punish the people.
Yet the people do return to the One who struck them;
They do follow the LORD of the armies of heaven.
So, the LORD will cut off Israel's head and tail;
He will take away both the branch and the stalk in just one day.
The elders and important men are the head,
The so-called ‘prophets’ who speak lies are the tail.
Those who ‘lead’ the people lead them in the wrong direction,
And, those who follow them will be destroyed.
So, the LORD is not happy with the young men;
He will not show mercy to the widows and orphans.
All the people are separated from God and are very evil;
They all speak lies.
Yet the LORD is still angry;
His hand is still raised to strike down the people.
Evil is like a small fire,
First, it burns weeds and thorns.
Next, it burns the larger bushes in the forest
And then everything goes up in a column of smoke.
The LORD of the armies of heaven is angry
So, the land will be burned.
And, all the people will be burned in that fire;
No one will try to save his brother.
People will grab something on the right,
But they will still be hungry.
They will eat something on the left,
But they will not be filled.
Then, each person will turn and eat his own children;
Manasseh will fight against the people of Ephraim
And, Ephraim will fight against Manasseh,
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Then both of them will turn against Judah.
Yet the LORD is still angry,
His hand is still raised to strike down the people.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Notice the promise to Galilee, “Those who dwell in the shadow
of death, light will shine on them” (v. 2). When this prophecy was
made, Galilee was the northern tribe who was joining Syria to attack
Jerusalem. Not only was this prophecy unlikely when predicted, the
people of Isaiah’s day hated the north. But isn’t that just like God? He
shines light on those in deepest darkness. Lord, my heart was black

with sin when You shined the light of Jesus there. Ah, light is so good;
I can see.

Galilee which had been so ravaged for centuries by foreign
invaders was the area where Jesus the Messiah was raised. When
Jesus was a small boy in Galilee, the sophisticated Jews of Jerusalem
looked down on the Galileans. But those who are the most depraved
know they need a Savior, so they gladly received the message of
Jesus. Lord, come to me just as You came to Galilee. I need Your

message; I want Your love. Thank You for sending Jesus.

Isaiah promised the coming Messiah, “A child will be born to
us; God will give us a Son.” Look carefully and you will see the two
natures of Jesus Christ. First, His human nature, “A Child Born.” Jesus
was virgin born, which means He was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
but had a normal delivery. Second, a “Son was given.” The eternal
Son of God (Ps. 2:2) came to earth to identify with us. Both natures
make Jesus the God-Man. Lord, I worship Your eternal majesty

because You gave up the glories of heaven to come save me. Then I
praise You for taking on the limitations of flesh to identify with me.
Thank You for being born of a virgin.
Isaiah described the names of Messiah. First, Jesus is
Wonderful Counselor: “Wonder” is a word used for miracles.
Counselor stands for One who shares wisdom. He has miraculous
wisdom. Second, Powerful God: Jesus has all the power that God
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possesses. Third, He is called Father of Eternity, which means just as
a father will begat a child, so Jesus is the originator of the beginning.
Fourth, Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He gives us peace with God
which is salvation, and He becomes our inward peace over stress and
turmoil. Lord Jesus, I use Your many names to worship You. It takes

so many names to describe You because You are so vast, and
because You do so much. I am overwhelmed with Your greatness.

Did you see that evil is described as a “small fire”? Usually evil
begins in a small way in your heart. You see, or hear, or touch
something that is prohibitive. But you must have it; at least you want
just a little touch. But evil, just like fire; burns everything it touches.
Evil burns your possessions, your life. Then evil burns your soul.
Then, “Everything goes up in a column of smoke.” Lord, I want more

than smoke. I know evil burns because I’ve been hurt by small evils.
Touch me, Lord, and forgive all the evil I’ve ever done. Heal me, Lord,
from scars created by evil fires. Transform me, Lord; take away my
fascination with evil-fire.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
God Uses Evil People
Isaiah 10
How terrible it will be for the lawmakers who write evil laws;
They write laws that make life hard for people.
They are not fair to the poor people;
They rob My people of their rights.
They allow people to steal from widows
And to take things that belong to orphans.
O law-makers, how will you explain the things you have done?
What will you do when your destruction comes from far away?
Where will you run for help?
Where will you hide your money and your riches then?
You will have to bow down among the captives.
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You will die among the corpses.
Yet the LORD is still angry,
His hand is still raised to strike down the people.
GOD IS GREATER THAN THE TOOL
God says, “How terrible it will be for the king of Assyria;
I use him like a stick,
In anger, I use Assyria like a club.
I sent it to fight against a nation that is separated from God,
I am angry with those people
So, I command Assyria to fight against them.
Assyria will take their wealth from them;
Judah will become like dirt for them to walk on.
But Assyria’s king does not understand that I am merely using him;
He doesn’t know that he is just a tool for Me.
He only wants to destroy other people,
He plans to destroy many nations.
The king of Assyria thinks to himself:
‘All of my commanders are like kings.
The city of Calno is just like the city of Carchemish.
The city of Samaria is just like the city of Damascus.
I defeated those kingdoms that worship idols
And they had more idols than Jerusalem and Samaria.
I defeated Samaria and her idols
So, I will also defeat Jerusalem and her idols.’”
The LORD will finish doing what He planned to Mount Zion and
Jerusalem. Later on, He will punish Assyria. The king of
Assyria is very proud. His pride made him do these awful
things. So, God will punish him.
The king of Assyria says this:
“By my own power, I have done these things;
By my wisdom, I have defeated many nations.
I have taken their wealth
And, like a mighty one, I have captured their people.
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I have taken the riches of all these people
Like one who reaches into a bird’s nest.
I have taken these nations
Like a person taking an egg.
No one raised a hand against me,
No one opened his mouth to stop me.”
An ax is not better than the person who swings it,
A saw is not better than the person who uses it.
A stick cannot control the person who picks it up,
A club cannot pick up the person.
So, the LORD of the armies of heaven
Will send a terrible disease against Assyria’s soldiers.
The strength of Assyria will be burned up,
It will be like a fire burning until everything is gone.
O God, the Light of Israel, will be like a fire,
The Holy One will be like a flame.
He will be like a fire
That suddenly burns the weeds and thorns.
The fire burns away the great trees and rich farmlands,
It will destroy everything;
Things will be like a sick man who wastes away.
Only a few trees will be left standing;
There will be so few of them that even a child will be able to
count Them.
A REMNANT OF ISRAEL WILL RETURN
At that time, some people will be left alive in Israel
From the household of Jacob.
They will not continue to depend
On the person who defeated them.
They will learn to truly depend upon the LORD,
The Holy One of Israel.
The people who are left alive in Jacob’s family
Will again follow the powerful God.
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Israel, your people are very numerous;
They are like the grains of sand beside the sea
But only a few will be left alive to return to the LORD.
God has announced that He will destroy the land
Completely and fairly.
The LORD of the armies of heaven, will certainly destroy this land;
He will destroy it, just as He has announced.
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, says:
“My people living in Jerusalem,
Don’t be afraid of the Assyrians.
They beat you with a rod;
They raise a stick to hurt you, just as Egypt did.
But, after a short time, My anger will stop
Then I will turn My anger to destroying them.”
Then the LORD of the armies of heaven will beat the Assyrians with a
whip;
He will defeat them just as He defeated Midian at the Rock of
Oreb.
He will raise His stick over the waters
Just as He did in Egypt.
Then the troubles that Assyria puts upon you
Will be removed.
The load that they force you to carry
Will be taken away.
The army of Assyria will enter near Aiath;
They will walk through Migron,
They will store their food in Michmash.
The army will go over the pass;
They will sleep at Geba.
The people of Ramah will be afraid;
The people at Gibeah of Saul will run away.
Cry out, Bath-Gallim, Laishah,
Poor Anathoth, the people of Madmenah are running away;
The people of Gebim are hiding.
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This day the army will stop at Nob
And the army will shake their fist at Mount Zion
At the hill of Jerusalem.
Watch. The LORD God of the armies of heaven
Will chop them down like a great tree;
He will do this with His great power.
Those who are great will be cut down,
Those who are important will fall to the ground.
The LORD will cut them down
As a forest is cut down with an ax.
And, the great trees of Lebanon
Will fall by the power of the Mighty One!
MY TIME TO PRAY
God seems angry with lawmakers. God hates their evil
intentions that produced evil laws. These were lawmakers over
nations, states, and cities. They enacted laws that made it hard for
people, especially the poor. They got rich off their position. They
stole from widows and orphans. It looks like the problems Israel had
with lawmakers is the same problem America has today. Lord, I pray

for those politicians over me just as You command me (1 Tim. 2:1-3). I
pray they will make righteous laws and they will live by the laws they
make. I pray that politicians would be honest and upright.

Isaiah describes God as a “fire.” Just as a fire burns everything
it touches, so God will judge all things. One day God will burn away all
illegal drugs that addict, and all alcohol that poisons lives, and all
anger that causes one to hurt another. Just as a fire illuminates, God
will see all evil and iniquity. Nothing sinful will escape His scrutiny.

Lord, shine Your light in my heart to see all sin and purify me. I
confess I have a sinful nature; I long for the coming day when You
purify my heart from sin and make me clean within. Then I will
worship You from a pure mind and from honest motives. Then I will
exalt You to a higher level in my life than ever before. Lord, I long for
that day to worship You perfectly.
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Amen.
SCRIPTURE
THE ROOT OF JESSE
Isaiah 11
A Branch will grow
From a stump of a tree that was cut down.
So, a new king will come
From the family of Jesse.
The Spirit of the LORD will rest upon that king;
The Spirit gives him wisdom, understanding, guidance, and
power
And the Spirit teaches him to know and revere the LORD.
This king will be glad to obey the LORD;
He will not judge by the way things look;
He will not judge by what people say.
He will judge the poor people honestly;
He will be fair in His decisions for the poor people of the land.
At His command, evil people will be punished,
By His words the bad people will be put to death.
Goodness and fairness will give him strength;
They will be like a belt around His waist.
Then wolves will live in peace with lambs
And, leopards will lie down to rest with goats.
Calves, lions, and young bulls will eat together
And, a little child will lead them.
Cows and bears will eat together in peace;
Their young ones will lie down together,
Lions will eat hay as oxen do.
A baby will be able to play near a cobra’s hole;
A child will be able to put his hand into the nest of
a poisonous snake.
They will not hurt or destroy on all My holy mountain;
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The earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD,
Just as the sea is full of water.
At that time, the new king from the family of Jesse will stand as a
banner for the people. The nations will come together around
him. And, the place where he lives will be filled with splendor.
At that time, the LORD will again reach out and take His people
who are left alive. These are God’s people who are left alive in
Assyria, in North Egypt in South Egypt, in Cush, in Elam, in
Babylonia, in Hamath, and in all the islands of the sea. God will
raise a banner as a sign for all people.
He will gather the people of Israel who were forced from their
country;
He will gather the scattered people of Judah
From all parts of the earth.
At that time, Israel will not be jealous anymore;
Judah will have no enemies left.
Israel will not be jealous of Judah
And, Judah will not hate Israel.
But Israel and Judah will attack the Philistines on the west;
Together, they will plunder the people of the east.
They will conquer Edom and Moab
And, the people of Ammon will be under their control.
The LORD will dry up
The Red Sea of Egypt.
He will wave His arm over the river;
He will dry it up with a scorching wind.
He will divide it into 7 small rivers
And, people will be able to walk across them with their sandals
on.
So, God’s people who are left alive
Will have a way to leave Assyria.
It will be like the time
When the Israelites went out of the land of Egypt.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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The Messiah-Jesus is predicted as a coming branch.
Don’t think of just a tree limb. This prediction pictures a tree
that was cut down and only a stump was left. That tree was
David’s kingdom. Isaiah’s prediction came true in 587 B.C.
when the kingdom of Judah ceased and David’s line of
successive sons on the throne ended. There has never been
another king of the Jews since 587 B.C.
A “branch” is technically a sprout or new shoot that
grows from the roots. That branch was Jesus from the line of
David, through both Mary and Joseph. They mocked Jesus on
the cross calling Him “The King of the Jews,” but in divine
providence, they were right. There is coming a day when King
Jesus will rule the world in peace. Sin will be no more and “The
leopard will lie down in peace with goats.” Lord, I submit to

Your rulership now so I can enjoy Your peace in the future. You
will take evil out of us, just as Your will takes the predator’s
nature out of lions which will then eat grass. Lord, I look
forward to the elimination of my old evil nature in the future.
Change me today to be like Jesus.
Isaiah predicted the Spirit of God would rest on Jesus, so
we shouldn’t be surprised when we read of when it happens.
The Spirit gave Jesus “wisdom, understanding, guidance and
power,” and because Christ dwells in our hearts, He brings to
us that same Holy Spirit of “wisdom, understanding, guidance
and power.” Lord, I need wisdom today; I yield to receive it.

Lord, I need understanding today; I receive it through Your
Word. Lord, I need guidance today; lead each step I take. Lord, I
need power to live and serve You today; fill me. Lord, when I
have You, I have all the Holy Spirit wants to give me; thank You
for His presence.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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SING TO THE LORD
Isaiah 12
At that time, you will say: “I praise You, O LORD
God,
You were angry with me.
But You are not angry with me now,
You have comforted me.
God is the One who saves me,
I trust Him; I am not afraid.
The LORD gives me strength and makes me sing,
He has saved me.”
You will receive your salvation with joy,
You will take it as you would draw water from a well.
At that time, you will say: “Praise the LORD, and worship Him;
Tell everyone what He has done,
Tell them how great He is.
Sing praise to the LORD, because He has done great things;
Let all the world know what He has done.
Shout and sing for joy, you people of Jerusalem,
The Holy One of Israel does great things before your
eyes.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter predicts “at that time” Israel will be
restored from her captivity to the Promised Land. Then, the
Lord will “make me sing.” That’s a picture of Israel rejoicing.
But it’s also a picture of what God does for individuals when He
saves them. Lord, You make me sing a happy song because I’m

on my way to heaven. You make me sing a thankful song
because you’ve forgiven my sins. You make me sing a reverent
song in praise for all You’ve done. Lord, I sing worship to Your
majesty.
Salvation is pictured as drawing water from a well. Lord,
when I’m almost finished emotionally, I come to drink strength
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of You. Lord, when I’m too weak to carry on, I replenish myself
from You. Lord, sometimes I just want to enjoy You and get
satisfaction by drinking Your water. Ah! Your water is good.

The reason God has saved us and called us to Himself is
worship; Isaiah exhorts us, “Praise the Lord and worship Him.”
And how do we worship God? “Tell how great He is.” Worship is
not about your method of approaching God; it’s about His
majesty. Worship is not about how high we jump, or how deep
we bow; it’s about His exhaltation. Worship is not about lifting
hands or folding hands, it’s about recognizing His holiness . . .
His justice . . . His truth . . . and worth. Worship is about Him.
Lord, all of these things are true; I worship You.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST BABYLON
Isaiah 13
God showed Isaiah the son of Amoz, this message about Babylon:
“Raise a flag on the bare mountain,
Call out to the men.
Raise your hand to signal them,
Tell them to enter through the gates for important people.
I Myself have commanded those people
Whom I have separated as Mine.
I have called those warriors to carry out My anger;
They rejoice and are glad to do My will.
Listen to the loud noise in the mountains,
It sounds like many, many people.
Listen to the noise among the kingdoms,
Nations are gathering together.
The LORD of the armies of heaven is calling
His army together for battle.
This army is coming from a faraway land;
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It is coming from the edge of the horizon.
In anger, the LORD is using this army like a weapon
And, it will destroy the whole country.
Cry, because the LORD’S day of judging is near;
God Almighty is sending destruction.
People will be weak with fear,
Their courage will melt away.
Everyone will be afraid,
Pain and hurt will grab them;
They will hurt like a woman giving birth to a baby.
They will look at each other in fear,
Their faces will become red like fire.
Look, the LORD’s day of judging is coming;
It will be a terrible day. God will be very angry,
And He will destroy the country;
God will destroy the sinners who live in the land.
The stars of the skies and their constellations will not show their
light;
They will be dark.
The sun will grow dark as it rises
And, the moon will not give its light.”
The LORD says, “I will punish the world for its evil;
I will punish evil people for their sins.
I will cause the proud people to lose their pride;
I will destroy the pride of those who are cruel to others.
People will be harder to find than pure gold;
There will be fine gold in Ophir.
I will make the sky shake
And, the earth will be moved from its place.
The LORD of the armies of heaven will be very angry;
His anger will burn at that time.
“Then the people from Babylon will run away like hunted deer;
They will run like sheep that have no shepherd.
Everyone will turn back to his own people,
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Each will run back to his own land.
Anyone who is captured will be killed;
Everyone who is caught will be killed with a sword.
Their little children will be beaten to death as their parents watch,
Everything in their houses will be stolen
And, their wives will be raped.
“Look, I will cause the armies of Media to attack Babylon;
They don’t care about silver,
They don’t delight in gold.
Their soldiers will shoot the young men with arrows,
The soldiers will show no mercy on the children;
They will not feel sorry for the little boys.
Babylon is the most beautiful of all kingdoms,
The Babylonians are very proud of it.
Nevertheless, God will destroy it
Like Sodom and Gomorrah.
No one will ever live there,
No one will settle there again.
No Arab will put his tent there,
No shepherd will bring his sheep there.
Only animals from the desert will live there;
The houses of Babylon will be full of wild dogs.
Owls will live there,
Wild goats will leap about in the houses.
Wolves will howl within the strong walls,
Wild dogs will bark in the beautiful buildings.
The end of Babylon is near,
Its time is almost over.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The supernatural thing about the Bible is that it predicts the
future. Because there is no time with God, He lives equally in the past,
present, and future; therefore, He can predict the future. God showed
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Isaiah the future of Babylon when Babylon was a third-ranked power
behind Assyria and Egypt. Isaiah predicts Babylon would destroy
Jerusalem and take God’s people into captivity in 597 B.C., i.e., “God
almighty is sending destruction.” Then Isaiah fast forwards over 100
years when King Xerxes of Persia completely destroys the city of
Babylon in 478 B.C. Lord, since You know the future of nations, You

certainly know my future. I don’t know what’s coming, but I trust You
to fill Your plan in my life. I bow in Your presence to do Your will.

Why would God use an evil nation like Babylon to punish His
people? God hates all sin, equally; whether it’s the sin of His people
or the sin of an evil nation. But it’s worse when someone sins against
light, that means God tells them “no” and they do it anyway. So God
took a powerful nation that ravished every people it conquered and
used them to punish God’s people living in the Promised Land. God’s
people sinned against the commandments, they sinned in the
presence of the Levitical priest when the Ark of the Covenant sat in
the Temple. What will the Lord do to you when you know better but
you sin anyway? Lord, I’m sorry for every transgression of mine.

Forgive me of all my evil intentions and my outright disobedience.
Cleanse me by the blood of Christ; don’t deal with me according to
Your judgmental nature, deal with me in grace.

God used Babylon as a stick to punish Israel. But He didn’t
overlook the sins of those who punished Isreal. The Medes and
Persians defeated Babylon in 538 B.C. and later Xerxes completely
destroyed the city location of Babylon. God doesn’t ignore the
transgressions of the transgressors. Lord, I fear You; knowing You

will punish my every sin. But Christ took my punishment for all my
sin. Now I bow in worship at Your feet; thank You for complete
forgiveness.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
The Origin Of Evil
Isaiah 14

Page 50 of 216

The LORD will again show mercy to the people of Jacob. The LORD will
again choose the people of Israel. He will settle them in their
own land. Then Gentiles will join the Israelites. Then Gentiles
will become a part of the household of Jacob. Nations will take
the Israelites back to their land. Those men and women from
the other nations will become slaves to Israel. The Israelites
will defeat those nations and rule over them. The LORD will
take away the hard work of the Israelites, and He will comfort
them. They will no longer have to work as slaves. On that day,
Israel will sing this taunting song about the king of Babylon:
“The cruel king who ruled us is finished,
His rule is finished!
The LORD breaks the scepter of evil rulers;
He takes away their power.
The king of Babylon beat people in anger,
He beat them again and again.
He ruled the people in anger,
He kept on doing terrible things to the people.
But now, the whole land rests and is quiet;
Now the people begin to sing.
Even the pine trees are happy
And, the cedar trees of Lebanon rejoice.
They say: ‘The king has fallen,
No one will ever cut us down again.’”
The place of the dead is excited
To meet you when you come.
It wakes the spirits of the dead to greet you;
They were the leaders of the world.
It makes dead kings stand up from their thrones to greet you;
They were rulers of nations.
All these leaders will make fun of you,
They will say: “Now you are weak, as we are.
Now you are just like us.”
Your pride has been sent down to where the dead are,
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The music from your harps goes with it.
Flies are spread out like your bed beneath you
And, worms cover your body like a blanket.
The Origin Of Satan
King of Babylon, morning star, you have fallen from heaven,
Even though you were as bright as the rising sun.
In the past, all the nations on earth bowed down before you
But now you have been cut down.
You told yourself:
“I will go up to heaven,
I will put my throne
Above God’s stars.
I will sit on the mountain of the gods;
I will sit on the slopes of the sacred mountain.
I will go up above the tops of the clouds;
I will be like God Most High!”
Nevertheless, you were brought down to the deep places of hell
Where the dead are;
Those who see you stare at you,
They think about what has happened to you.
They say: “Is this the same man who caused great fear on earth?
Is he the one who shook the kingdoms?
Is this the man who turned the land into a desert?
Is he the one who destroyed its cities?
Is he the one who captured people in war
And would not let them go home?”
Every king of the earth has been buried with honor;
Every king has his own grave.
But you are thrown out of your grave
Like an unwanted branch is cut from a tree and thrown away.
You are covered by corpses
That died in battle.
You have been thrown into a rocky pit,
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And other soldiers walk upon you;
You will not be buried like other people.
This is because you ruined your own country
And, you killed your own people.
So, your children will never
Be mentioned again.
Prepare to kill his children,
Kill them because their ancestors are guilty.
They will never again take control of the earth,
They will never again fill the world with their cities.”
The LORD of the armies of heaven says this:
“I will fight against those people.
I will destroy Babylon and its people,
I will destroy its people and their descendants,” says the LORD.
“I will make Babylon a place that is only suitable for owls,
It will become a swamp.
I will sweep Babylon as with a broom of destruction,”
Says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
JUDGMENT AGAINST ASSYRIA
The LORD of the armies of heaven has made this vow: “These things
will happen exactly as I planned them,
These things will happen exactly as I set them up.
I will crush the king of Assyria in My country,
I will trample him on My mountains.
He put a heavy load on My people,
But that weight will be removed.
This is what I plan to do against all the earth;
I will raise My hand to strike down all nations.”
When the LORD of the armies of heaven makes a plan,
No one can stop it.
When the LORD raises His hand to punish people,
No one can stop Him.
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JUDGMENT AGAINST PHILISTIA
This message was given the year that King Ahaz died: “O country of
Philistia, don’t be so happy,
The king who beat you is now dead.
But he is like a snake that will give birth to another dangerous snake,
The new king will be like a quick, dangerous snake to bite you;
Even the poorest of My people will be able to eat safely;
People in need will be able to lie down in safety.
But I will kill your family with hunger
And all your people who are left will die.
People near the city gates, cry out,
O Philistines, be scared.
A cloud of dust comes from the north;
It is an army, full of men ready to fight.
What shall we tell the messengers from Philistia?
Say that the LORD has made Jerusalem strong;
Say that His poor people will go there for safety.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah writes under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to
describe the coming fall of a future king of Babylon that actually
pictures the fall of Lucifer in the historic past. Lord, thank You for

telling me how one of the created angels fell into sin because of
pride.

Notice the five ways Satan sinned, “I will ascend into heaven”
(14:13). There are 3 heavens; (1) the atmosphere, (2) the stellar
heaven, and (3) the abode of God and the angels. Satan attempted to
move into the 3rd heaven, i.e., into God’s place. Lord, forgive me when I

take credit for what You do and when I try to take Your seat on the
throne of my life.

The second thing. Satan wanted to “exalt My throne above the
stars of God” (14:13). The stars represented angels and Satan wanted

Page 54 of 216

first place in the universe to rule all angels. Lord, forgive me of

selfish ambitions that attempt to exalt myself against You.

The third, Satan tried to govern heaven when he desired “to sit
on the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north” (14:15).
Satan wanted God’s role. Lord, forgive me when I try to force my
decision in Your realm.
The fourth, Satan wanted the glory of God when he desired to
“ascend about the heights of the clouds” (14:14). Clouds represent
God’s glory. Lord, forgive me when I try to take credit for Your work in

this world, or for the good things You do in my life.

Last, Satan wanted “to be like the Most High.” Satan knew he
couldn’t be God, but the closest was to be like God. Even then Satan
knew He couldn’t be Elohim, “Creator God,” or “Jehovah,” the selfexisting “I Am that I AM,” or Adonai, which is the divine name of
Master. The closest to God that Satan could become was El Elyon, i.e.,
the ruler of the world which is our English term, Most High. And today
Satan is the God of this world (2 Cor. 4:4), and Satan wreaks havoc on
all who swear allegiance to him. Lord, I swear allegiance to You. You

are my Lord and protector. Put a hedge around me and protect me
from Satan (1 John 4:4).

Isaiah compares Satan to the king of Babylon, because King
Nebuchadnezzar once likened himself to God and wanted glory that
belonged to God (Dan. 4:28-31). God will not share His glory with
anyone. Lord, I lift You up and praise You for everything you’ve done

in my life. I worship You for Your power, majesty and love to me. Be
glorified in all I am and all I do.
Amen

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST MOAB
Isaiah 15
This is a message about Moab:
"In one night, armies took the wealth from Ar in Moab;
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That night the city was destroyed.
In one night, armies took the wealth from Kir in Moab,
That night the city was destroyed.
The people of Dibon go to the places of worship to cry;
The people of Moab cry for the cities of Nebo.
Everyone has shaved his head and beard;
In the streets at Moab they wear rough cloth
On the roof-tops and in the public squares they are crying
loudly.
People in the cities Heshbon cry out loud;
You can hear their voices far away in the city of Jahaz.
Even the soldiers are scared,
They are shaking from fear.
My heart cries with sorrow for Moab,
Its people run away to Zoar;
They run to Eglath-Shelishiya.
People are going up the mountain road to Luhith;
They are weeping as they go.
People are going on the road to Horonaim;
They cry out loud over their destruction.
But the waters of Nimrim has dried up;
The grass has dried up.
All the plants are dead;
Nothing green is left.
So, the people gather up what they have saved;
They carry those things and cross the Ravine of the Poplars.
Crying is heard everywhere in Moab,
Their crying is heard as far away as the city of Eglaim;
Their lamentation is heard as far away as Beer-Elim.
The water of the city of Dimon is full of blood
And I, the LORD, will bring even more troubles to Dimon.
A few people living in Moab have escaped the enemy
But I will send lions to kill them!"
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Isaiah the prophet weeps as he sees the coming destruction
by Assyria of Moab . . . Bajith . . . Dibon . . . Nebo . . . Medeba . . . Heshbon .
. . Elealeh . . . Jahaz. These Moabite cities will be quickly—in a night—
destroyed. These were constant enemies of Judah, but Isaiah was not
quick to rejoice that an enemy was eradicated. But he weeps, as
should any servant of God when their enemies are punished. Lord, I

don’t like to be punished, and I don’t want to see any of my enemies
punished. I pray that You will save those who hate me. Lord, do good
to those who would do me harm. May they see You properly and see
the error of their ways (Luke 6:27-38).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Weep For Moab
Isaiah 16
“Send the king of the land
The payment that he demands.
Send a lamb from Sela through the desert
To the mountain of Jerusalem.
The women of Moab
Try to cross the Arnon River.
They are like little birds
That have fallen from their nest.
They say: ‘Help us,
Tell us what to do.
Protect us from our enemies
As shade protects us from the noon sun.
Hide us, because we are running for safety.
Don't give us to our enemies.
Let those of us who were forced out of Moab live in your land,
Hide us from our enemies.’
The robbing of Moab will stop,
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The enemy will be defeated;
The men who hurt others will disappear from the land.
Then a new, loyal king will come;
This faithful king will be from the family of David.
He will judge fairly,
He wants to do what is right.
We have heard that the people of Moab are proud
And very conceited.
They are very proud and angry
But their bragging means nothing.
So, the people of Moab will cry,
They will all be sad.
They will moan and groan
For the raisin cakes they had in Kir-Hareseth.
But the fields of Heshbon and the vines of Sibmah cannot grow
grapes;
Foreign rulers have destroyed the best grapevines.
The grapevines once spread as far as the city of Jazer and into the
desert;
They had spread as far as the sea.
I cry with the people of Jazer
For the grapevines of Sibmah.
I will cry with the people of Heshbon and Elealeh;
There will be no shouts of joy
Because there will be no harvest or ripe fruit.
There will be no joy and happiness in the orchards,
There will be no songs or shouts of joy in the vineyards.
No one makes wine in the wine-presses;
I have put an end to shouts of joy.
My heart cries for Moab like a harp playing a funeral song,
I am very sad for Kir-Hareseth.
The people of Moab will go to their places of worship,
They will try to pray.
But when they go to their temple to pray,
They will not be able to pray.”
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The LORD said these things about Moab before. And now the LORD
says, "Within 3 years all those people and what they are proud
of will be hated. There will be a few people left, but they will be
weak."
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah says the only hope for Moab is to make peace with
Judah. “Send a lamb from Sela” (the references to Petra, the capital
of Edom), that meant Moab had to recognize the Davidic dynasty was
set up by God. Moab had to recognize the living God of David and of
the Jews. Lord, I recognize all You did for Your people the Jews. Lord,

You blessed them when they obeyed, and You punished them when
they sinned. Lord, I know You will do the same to me. So I will obey
You and worship You with all my heart.

Isaiah ends this prophecy with a prediction of judgment
against Moab. “Her prayers shall not prevail and her god, which is no
god, shall be unable to help her.” Lord, You have predicted that all

those who reject You will be condemned at the Great White Judgment
Throne. I believe it. You have also predicted that those who follow
You will live with You in heaven. I believe it!
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST DAMASCUS
Isaiah 17
This is the message for Damascus: “The city of Damascus will be
destroyed!
Only ruins will be left there.
People will leave the cities of Aroer,
Flocks of sheep will wander freely in those empty towns;
There will be no one to bother them.
The strong, walled cities of Israel will be destroyed;
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The government in Damascus will end.
Those left alive of Syria will be like the glory of Israel,” says the LORD
of the armies of heaven.
At that time, Israel’s wealth will all be gone;
Israel will be like a man who has lost much weight from
sickness.
That time will be like the grain harvest in the Valley of Rephaim,
The workers cut the wheat.
Then they cut the heads of grain from the plants
And, they collect the grain.
That time will also be like the olive harvest
when a few olives are left.
Two or three olives are left in the top branches,
Four or five olives are left on full branches,” says the LORD, the
God of Israel.
“At that time, people will look to God, their Maker;
Their eyes will see the Holy One of Israel.
They will not trust the altars that they have made,
They will not trust what their hands have made.
They will not respect the Asherah idols
And altars that they have made.
On that day, all their strong cities will be empty,
They will be like the cities which the Hivites and the Amorites
left.
They left their cities when the Israelites came to capture the land;
Everything will be ruined.
You have forgotten the God who saves you,
You have not remembered that God is your place of safety.
You plant the finest grapevines,
Your plant grapevines from faraway places.
You will plant your grapevines one day and try to make them grow;
The next day, they will begin to grow.
But, at harvest-time, everything will be dead;
A disease will kill all the plants.
Listen to the many people,
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They are crying loud like the noise from the sea.
Listen to the noise;
The crying is like the crashing of great waves.
The people roar like those waves
But when God speaks harshly to them, they will run away.
They will be like chaff on the hills being blown by the wind;
They will be like tumbleweeds blown away by a storm.
At night, the people will be very scared;
Before morning, no one will be left.
So, our enemies will come to our land,
But they will become nothing.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Damascus is the capital city of Syria, the nation to the north of
the Promised Land. Isaiah predicts the downfall of the alliance
between Syria and Israel, the northern nation. Tiglath-Pileser, king of
Assyria, destroyed Damascus in 732 B.C. Note that Isaiah predicts the
down fall of Israel in this chapter, “Israel’s wealth will be gone.” The
King James describes, “Israel shall be made thin” (v. 4). Lord, when I

see You judge Your people for sin; I re-examine myself. I will confess
obvious sins, and I will search for hidden sins. Lord, see my
repentant heart and have mercy on me.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST ETHIOPIA
Isaiah 18
How terrible it will be for the land beyond the rivers of Cush;
It is filled with the sound of wings.
That land sends people across the sea;
They go on the water in boats made of reeds.
Quick messengers, go to the people
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Who are tall and smooth-skinned;
They are feared everywhere.
They are a powerful nation with strange speech;
They defeat the other nations.
Their land is divided by rivers;
All you people of the world look,
Everyone who lives in the world, look.
You will see a banner raised on a mountain,
You will hear a trumpet sound.
This is what the LORD said to me:
“I will quietly watch from where I live.
I will be like heat in the sunshine;
I will be like the dew in the heat of harvest-time.”
The time will be after the flowers have bloomed and before the
harvest,
The new grapes will be budding and growing.
Then the enemy will cut the plants with pruning-knives;
He will cut down the vines and take them away.
They will be left for the birds of the mountains to eat;
They will be left for the wild animals to eat.
Birds will feed on them all summer long;
And, that winter, wild animals will eat them.
At that time, gifts will be brought to the LORD of the armies of heaven;
They will come from the people who are tall and smoothskinned,
They are feared everywhere.
They are a powerful nation with strange speech;
Their land is divided by rivers.
These gifts will be brought to the place of the LORD's armies of
heaven
To Mount Zion.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Isaiah describes Ethiopia as “Filled with the sound of wings,”
which is a picture of the swarming insects who cover Africa with
frequent plagues to cause continuous famine throughout history.

Lord, nothing much has changed in Africa; there are still plagues and
famine. I pray for revival in Africa. Lord, I pray for what Isaiah
predicts that “gifts will be brought in the end time” by Ethiopians to
the Lord Most High.

A new Ethiopian dynasty ruled Egypt beginning in 714 B.C.
(Egypt’s 24th dynasty) that was established by Pianki, whose son
Shabaka (called So in 2 Kings 17:4), encouraged Israel’s last King
Hoshea to rebel against Assyria. He also had an alliance with King
Merodach-baladan of Babylon. This is Isaiah’s reference to “send
people across the sea, so they go on the water in boats made of
reeds,” a reference to boats made of papyrus that was noted in
Roman history. Yet Isaiah predicts the destruction of the EthiopianEgyptian alliance by Sennacherib in 701 B.C. Lord, You are concerned

with all nations, not just Your people living in the Promised Land.
Today, You are concerned about all people, not just Your followers. I
pray for those You love.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST EGYPT
Isaiah 19
The message about Egypt: “Look, the LORD is coming on a fast cloud;
He will enter Egypt and, the idols of Egypt will tremble before
Him. Egypt’s courage will melt away.”
The LORD says, “I will cause the Egyptians to fight against themselves;
Men will fight with their brothers.
Neighbors will fight neighbors;
Cities will fight cities,
Kingdoms will fight kingdoms.
The Egyptians will be afraid,
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I will ruin their plans.
They will ask their idols and spirits of the dead what they should do,
They will ask their mediums and fortune-tellers.”
The LORD God of the armies of heaven, says:
‘I will give Egypt to a hard master,
A powerful king will rule over them.’
The sea will become dry,
The water will disappear from the Nile River.
The canals will stink,
The streams of Egypt will decrease and dry up.
All the water plants will rot;
All the plants along the banks of the Nile will die.
Even the planted fields beside the Nile
Will dry up, blow away, and disappear.
The fishermen, all those who catch fish from the Nile,
Will groan and cry.
Those who depend on the Nile for food will be sad; all the people who
make cloth from flax will be sad.
Those who weave linen will lose hope,
Those who weave cloth will be broken.
All those who work for money will be sad.
The officers of the city of Zoan are nothing but fools;
The wise men who advise the king of Egypt give wrong advice;
How can they say to Pharaoh that they are wise?
How can they say they are from the ancient kings?
O Egypt, where are your wise men? Let them show you what
The LORD of the armies of heaven has planned for Egypt;
The officers of Zoan have been fooled,
The leaders of Memphis have believed false things.
So, the leaders of Egypt
Lead her the wrong way.
The LORD has made the leaders confused,
They wander and lead Egypt in the wrong ways;
They are like drunk people stumbling in their own vomit.
There is nothing Egypt can do,
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No one in Egypt can help.”
On that day the people of Egypt will be like scared women. They will
be afraid of the LORD of the armies of heaven. He will raise His
hand to strike them down. And, the land of Judah will bring
terror to the people in Egypt. Anyone in Egypt who hears the
name Judah will be terrified. This will happen because the
LORD of the armies of heaven has planned terrible things for
Egypt.
At that time, 5 cities in Egypt will speak Hebrew, the language of
Canaan. They will promise to be loyal to the LORD of the armies
of heaven. One of these cities will be named “The City of
Destruction.”
At that time, there will be an altar for the LORD in the middle of Egypt.
At the border of Egypt, there will be a monument to the LORD.
This will be a sign. In the land of Egypt, it will show that the
LORD of the armies of heaven is powerful. When the people cry
to the LORD for help, He will send help. He will send someone to
save and defend the people. He will rescue them from those
who hurt them.
So, the LORD will show Himself to the Egyptians. Then they will say
that He is the LORD. They will serve God and offer many
sacrifices. They will make vows to the LORD, and they will keep
them.
The LORD will punish the Egyptians with a plague. Then He will heal
them. They will come back to the LORD. He will listen to their
prayers and heal them.
At that time, there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. Then
people from Assyria will go to Egypt. And the Egyptians will go
to Assyria. The Egyptians and Assyrians will worship God
together.
At that time, Israel, Assyria, and Egypt will join together. This will be a
blessing for the earth. The LORD of the armies of heaven will
bless them, saying, “O Egypt, you are My people. O Assyria, I
made you. O Israel, I own you. You are all blessed.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah makes an unusual prophecy about Egypt that included
both God’s judgment and God’s blessing. This prediction comes
when Judah was depending on an alliance with Egypt because
throughout history, Egypt had been the dominant power of the world.
God is telling His people not to depend on a world power for
protection, but upon God’s sovereign power. Lord, I depend on strong

things to protect me like police, courts, and the laws of the land.
While these may be good, still many good people suffer loss and
harm. Lord, I look for Your protection, even in a good land among
good people. Lord, raise up a “hedge” to protect me (Job 1:10).

God’s judgment of Egypt extended to the four major aspects of
life; i.e., government, religion, business wealth, and wisdom or
education. Lord, help me manifest Your presence in every area of my

life.

Even though Egypt was given to idols, in the last days, “The Lord
will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord” (Isa.
19:21). Lord, I pray for a sweeping revival in Egypt so that many will
believe in You.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
THE SIGN OF THE NAKED AND BAREFOOT PROPHET
Isaiah 20

Sargon was the king of Assyria(721 to 705 B. C.). He sent a military
commander to Ashdod to attack that city. So, the commander
attacked and captured it. Then the LORD spoke through Isaiah,
the son of Amoz. The LORD said, "Take the rough cloth off your
body. Take your sandals off your feet." So, Isaiah obeyed the
LORD. He walked around without his clothes of rough cloth and
barefoot.
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Then the LORD said, "Isaiah, my servant, has walked around without
his clothes of rough cloth and barefoot for 3 years. This is a
sign for Egypt and Cush.
The king of Assyria will defeat Egypt and Cush. Assyria will take
prisoners and lead them away from their countries. The old
people and young people will be led away naked. They will go
without clothes and without sandals. In the same way, the
Egyptians will be shamed. People who looked to Cush for help
will be afraid. People who were amazed by Egypt's glory will be
shamed. Those people who live near the sea will say, ‘We
trusted those countries to help us. We ran to them, so that they
would save us from the king of Assyria. But look at them—they
have been captured. So, how will we be able to escape?’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah was told by God to take off his sackcloth (coarse outer
garment that was a sign of repentance) and “walk naked and
barefooted” (20:2). This passage is much argued by scholars. Some
teach Isaiah was not nude or naked without clothes (because of a
strong ethic by the Jews against nakedness). So these scholars
describe Isaiah walking in his underwear, itself a shock. Others
teach the nature of the prediction—that Assyria would capture both
Egypt and the Ethiopians—was descriptive of what Assyria did to its
captives. Prisoners were shipped naked, chained together, and
deported to a foreign land. So Isaiah’s nakedness was a prediction of
what Assyria would do. Lord, I believe You demand modesty of Your

people, so I will dress appropriately to bring glory to You. Nakedness
was a symbol of Adam and Eve’s first sin, so I will not expose my
nakedness, nor give into sexual gratification of the body.

Isaiah’s nakedness was a sign (ōth) and wonder or miracle
(mōpoeth), God’s way of calling attention to His message. Therefore,
our life should be a sign to the unsaved as evidence of God’s
miraculous work in our life. Lord, I want to be a testimony to You; I will
wear appropriate clothing to tell people I belong to You.

Page 67 of 216

Amen.
SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST BABYLON
Isaiah 21
The message about the Desert by the Sea: Disaster is coming from
the desert;
It is coming like wind blowing in the south,
It is coming from a terrible country.
I have seen a terrible vision;
I see traitors turning against you,
I see people taking your wealth.
O Elam, attack the people;
O Media, surround the city and attack it,
I will bring an end to the pain the city causes.
I saw those terrible things, and now I am in pain;
My pains are like the pains of giving birth.
What I hear makes me very afraid,
What I see causes me to tremble.
I am worried,
And I am shaking with fear.
My pleasant evening
Has become a night of fear.
They set the table,
They spread the rugs;
They eat and drink.
O leaders, stand up,
Prepare the shields for battle.
The LORD said to me, “Go, have a man be a lookout for the city,
Have him report what he sees.
If he sees chariots and teams of horses,
Donkeys or camels,
He should pay very close attention;”
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Then the lookout called out,
“My Lord, each day I stand in the watchtower watching;
Every night I have been on guard.
Look, I see a man coming in a chariot
With a team of horses.”
The man gives back the answer,
“Babylon has fallen. It has fallen.
All the statues of her gods
Lie shattered on the ground.”
My people are crushed like grain on the threshing-floor;
My people, I tell you what I have heard from the LORD.
He is the LORD of the armies of heaven,
The God of Israel.
A MESSAGE ABOUT EDOM
The message about Dumah: Someone calls to me from Edom,
He says, “O watchman, how much of the night is left?
O watchman, how much longer will it be night?”
The watchman answered,
“Morning is coming, but then night will come again.
If you have something to ask,
Then come back and ask.”
A MESSAGE ABOUT ARABIA
The message about Arabia: A group of traders from Dedan spent the
night Near some trees in Arabia,
They gave water to thirsty travelers.
The people of Tema gave food
To those who were escaping.
They were running from swords;
The swords were ready to kill.
They were running from bows ready to shoot,
They were running from a hard battle.
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This is what the LORD said to me: “In one year, all the glory of the
country of Kedar will be gone. At that time, only a few of the
archers will be left. Only a few of the soldiers of Kedar will be
left alive.” The LORD, the God of Israel, has spoken.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah makes a prediction against Babylon that he describes
as located “in the desert by the sea.” This is a reference to the
alluvial plains surrounding Babylon, i.e., surrounded by a sea of sand.
This is an amazing prophecy because Babylon has not yet grown into
a world power. When Isaiah writes both Egypt and Assyria are the
most fearsome powers in the world, people who heard Isaiah make
this prophecy must have thought he was crazy. But the eternal God
who lives in the past, present and future, knew what was coming. So
God knew Babylon would destroy both Assyria and Egypt. Then
almost a century later, the world power Media-Persia would destroy
Babylon. So chapter 21 is a prediction about Media-Persia; God is
looking far into the future. Lord, I’m amazed when you accurately

predict the future, “You calleth those things which be not as though
they were” (Rom. 4:17, KJV). Because You know the future, I trust my
future to You. Lead me where I should go, make me what I should be,
and use me as You will.

The phrase, “the night of my pleasure,” is a prediction when
King Belshazzar of Babylon throws a banquet and desecrates the
vessels from Solomon’s Temple by using them to get drunk (Dan. 5).
God writes on the wall of the banquet room, “Mene, mene, tekel,
upharsinm, “You have been weighed in the balances and found
wanting” (Dan. 5:25, 27). That night Babylon fell to the kingdom of
Persia. Lord, I note You include small incidents when You predict the

future. I will search the Scriptures for small incidences that relate to
me. The most important one of all is that I’ll “be with you in heaven”
(John 14:1-3).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST JERUSALEM
Isaiah 22
The message about the Valley of Vision: What is wrong with you
people?
Why are you on your roof-tops?
This city was a very busy city;
It was full of noise and wild parties.
But your people have been killed,
But not with swords;
They did not die in battle.
All of your leaders ran away together
But they all have been captured without using a bow.
All you who were captured
Tried to run away before the enemy came near.
So I said: “Don’t look at me,
Let me cry loudly.
Don’t hurry to comfort me
About the destruction of Jerusalem.”
The Lord God of the armies of heaven, has chosen a special day;
There will be riots and confusion;
People will trample each other in the Valley of Vision.
The city walls will be knocked down,
The people will cry out to the mountain.
The soldiers from Elam will take their bags of arrows,
Men in chariots and on horses will attack;
Kir will prepare their shields.
Your nicest valleys will be filled with chariots,
Horsemen will be ordered to guard the gates of the city;
The walls protecting Judah will fall.
At that time, the people of Jerusalem depended on
The weapons kept at the Palace of the Forest.
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You saw that the walls of the City of David
Had many gaps that needed repairing;
You stored up water in the lower pool.
You counted the buildings of Jerusalem,
You tore them down to fix the walls with stones from them;
You made a pool between the two walls;
It was to save water from the old pool.
But you did not trust the God who made these things;
You did not respect the One who planned them long ago.
The Lord God of the armies of heaven, told the people
To cry and be sad;
He told them to shave their heads and wear rough cloth.
But, look, the people are happy,
There are wild parties.
They kill the cattle and the sheep,
They eat the food and drink the wine.
They say: “Let’s eat and drink today
Because tomorrow we will die.”
The LORD of the armies of heaven said to me: “You people will die
before this guilt is forgiven.” The Lord God of the armies of
heaven, said this. This is what the Lord God of the armies of
heaven, says: “Go tell this to the servant, Shebna. He is the
manager of the palace.
“Say to him: ‘What are you doing here?
Who said you could cut out a tomb for yourself here?
Why are you preparing your tomb in a high place?
Why are you carving out a resting-place from the rock?
Look, O mighty man! The LORD will throw you away;
He will take firm hold of you.
He will roll you tightly into a ball
And throw you into another country.
There you will die!
Your fine chariots will remain there;
You are a disgrace to your master’s house.
I will force you out of your important job here;
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You will be thrown down from your important place.’
“At that time, I will call for my servant, Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah. I will
take your robe and put it on him. I will give him your belt. I will
give him the important job you have. He will be like a father to
the people of Jerusalem and the household of Judah. I will put
the key to the house of David around his neck. If he opens a
door, then no one will be able to close it. If he closes a door, no
one will be able to open it.
He will be like an honored chair in his father’s house. I will make him
strong, like a peg that is hammered into a hard board.
All the honored and important things of his household will depend on
him. All the adults and little children will depend on him. They
will be like bowls and jars hanging on him.
“At that time,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven, “the peg
hammered into the hard board will weaken. It will break and
fall. And, everything hanging on it will be destroyed.” The LORD
says this.
MY TIMES TO PRAY
The valley of vision may refer to a valley where Isaiah got this
vision of the fall of Jerusalem. Others think the valley refers to the
Tyropoeon Valley which runs between Mount Zion (where most of the
people lived) and Mount Moriah (the Temple mount), therefore this is
a vision of Jerusalem itself. In either case, Isaiah describes with
accuracy the fall of Jerusalem. Those who heard Isaiah rejected his
message because they thought Jerusalem was the eternal city set on
a mountain; no one could conquer her. But God allowed Babylon to
conquer them because of Israel’s sin. Lord, teach me to fear sin,

because it will destroy me. But more importantly, teach me to fear
You because You demand holiness in Your children.

Isaiah is horrified at what he sees coming in the future. The
Old Testament prophets were broken over the sin of God’s people and
they also suffered from the impending judgment they announced, “I
will weep bitterly” (22:4, KJV). Lord, I will never delight in the suffering
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and punishment of anyone, whether it be Your people or rebellious
sinners. I will weep in prayer for their salvation while the door of
opportunity is open. Lord, save the lost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST TYRE
Isaiah 23
The message about Tyre: You ships of Tarshish, say
The houses and harbor of Tyre are destroyed.
This news came to the ships
From the land of Cyprus.
Be silent, you who live on the island of Tyre,
You merchants of Sidon, be silent;
Seamen have made you rich.
They traveled the sea to bring grain from Egypt;
The men of Tyre brought grain from the Nile Valley
And sold it to other nations.
Sidon, be ashamed;
O strong city of the sea, be ashamed. The sea says:
“I have not felt the pain of giving birth,
I have not reared young men or women.”
Egypt will hear the news about Tyre
And, it will make Egypt hurt with sorrow.
You ships should return to Tarshish;
You people living near the sea should be sad.
Look at your once happy city;
Look at your old, old city.
People from that city have traveled
Far away to live.
Who planned Tyre’s destruction?
Tyre made others rich.
Her merchants were treated like princes,
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Her traders were greatly respected.
It was the LORD of the armies of heaven who planned this;
He decided to make these proud men important,
He decided to disgrace those who were greatly respected.
Go through your land,
O Tarshish, like the Nile goes through Egypt;
There is no harbor for you now.
The LORD has stretched His hand over the sea,
He makes its kingdoms tremble.
He commands that
Phoenicia’s fortress will be destroyed.
The LORD said, “O Sidon, you will not rejoice any longer,
You are destroyed.
Even if you cross the sea to Cyprus,
You will not find a place to rest.”
Look at the land of the Babylonians;
Babylonia is not a country now.
Assyria has made it a place for wild animals,
Assyria built towers to attack it.
The soldiers took all the treasures from its cities;
They turned it into ruins.
So, he said, your trading ships and
Your fortress is destroyed.
At that time, people will forget about Tyre for 70 years. That is the
length of a king’s life. After 70 years, Tyre will be like the
prostitute in this song:
“O woman, you are forgotten.
Take your harp and walk through the city.
Play your harp well. Sing your song often.
Then people will remember you.”
After 70 years, the LORD will deal with Tyre. Tyre will again have trade.
It will be like a prostitute for all the nations of the earth. The
profits will be saved for the LORD. Tyre will not keep the money
she earns. It will give it to the people who serve the LORD. So,
they will have plenty of food and nice clothes.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah’s burden (message) of judgment against Tyre extends to
the entire nation, not just this one city. Historically, this was the
nation of Phoenicia, today called Lebanon. Phoenicia was a nation
built on a well-established commercial shipping enterprise. They
traded with Egypt, plus all the nations of the Mediterranean world.
Isaiah begins with a statement of God’s judgment on this nation, yet
ends with a message of hope. Lord, You gave both the carrot and the

stick. You promised blessings and You promised punishment. I will
claim Your blessings and avoid Your punishment. I will live
according to Your commandments.
Apparently in the end of time, Phoenicia will bring glory to God.
“The Lord will visit Tyre” (23:17, KJV) and “her merchandise . . . shall be
holiness to the Lord” (23:18, KJV). There is coming a time in the
millennial kingdom that Phoenicia will share in God’s blessings.

Lord, I look forward to that day when You will rule all the earth, and
even Lebanon will bring glory to You. So today, I pray for that nation
and for her people.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD WILL DESTROY THE EARTH
Isaiah 24
Look, the LORD will destroy the earth and leave it empty;
He will ruin the surface of the land and scatter its people.
At that time, the same thing will happen to everyone:
To common people and priests,
To slaves and masters,
To women slaves and their women masters,
To buyers and sellers,
To those who borrow and those who lend,
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And to bankers and those who owe the bank.
The earth will be completely empty,
The wealth will all be plundered;
This will happen because the LORD commanded it.
The earth will dry up and die,
The world will grow weak and die;
The great leaders in this land will become weak.
The people of the earth have ruined it;
They do not follow God’s teachings. They do not obey God’s
laws.
They break their covenant with God that was supposed to last
Forever.
Therefore, a curse will destroy the earth;
The people of the world are guilty.
So, they will be burned up;
Only a few will be left.
The new wine will be bad, and the grapevines will die;
People who were happy will be sad.
The happy music of the tambourines will end,
The happy sounds of wild parties will stop;
The joyful music from the harps will end.
People will no longer sing while they drink their wine;
The beer will taste bitter to those who drink it.
The ruined city will be empty,
People will hide behind closed doors.
People in the streets will ask for wine
But joy will have turned to sadness;
All the happiness will have left.
The city will be left in ruins;
Its gates will be smashed to pieces.
This is what will happen all over the earth,
This will happen to all the nations.
The earth will be like an olive tree after the harvest;
It will be like the few grapes left on a vine after harvest.
The people shout for joy;
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From the west, they praise the greatness of the LORD.
O people in the east, praise the LORD;
You people in the islands of the sea,
Praise the Name of the LORD, the God of Israel.
We hear songs from every part of the earth;
These songs praise God, the Righteous One.
But I said, “I am dying. I am dying;
How terrible it will be for me.
Traitors turn against people.
With their dishonesty, they turn against people.”
There are terrors, holes, and traps
For the people of the earth.
Anyone who tries to escape from the sound of terror
Will fall into a hole.
Anyone who climbs out of the hole
Will be caught in a trap.
The clouds in the sky will pour out rain,
The foundations of the earth will shake.
The earth will be broken up,
And, the earth will split open;
The earth will shake violently.
The earth will stumble around like a man who is drunk,
It will shake like a hut in a storm.
Its sin is like a heavy weight on its back;
The earth will fall and never rise again.
At that time, the LORD will punish
The powers in the sky above
And the rulers on earth below.
They will be gathered together;
They will be thrown into a pit as prisoners.
They will be shut up in prison,
After much time, they will be punished.
The moon will be embarrassed;
The sun will be ashamed.

Page 78 of 216

This will happen because the LORD of the armies of heaven will rule
as king
On Mount Zion and in Jerusalem;
Jerusalem’s leaders will see His greatness.
MY TIME TO PRAY
This section of Isaiah has been called the “Little Apocalypse”
because it looks at the immediate judgment of the Gentile nations,
but it looks far into the future to the final judgment during the
Tribulation period. These past tense verbs of what God has done are
technically “prophetic perfects.” Thus Isaiah sees the events of the
future as though they have already happened. Lord, You know what

will happen in the future, so I trust You today. Lead me and keep me
from making mistakes; I want to live right in the future.

But this chapter is more than divine judgment, it is about
divine intervention. While people are partying and getting drunk, God
intervenes in their self-inflicted addictions, to bring punishment.
Then the Lord invites His people to break into song, “These songs
praise God, the Righteous One.” Lord, I never thought of praising You

because You judge sin; but when You judge sin, it’s the only thing You
can do. It’s the right thing to do because a holy God cannot allow sin
to go unpunished. Lord, thank You for the cross where my sin was
judged; thank You that Jesus died and was punished for me. When I
think of people being judged, I rejoice that the Bible promises, “God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain . . .” (Rev.
21:4).
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Songs of Praise to God
Isaiah 25
Lord God, You are my God;
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I will honor You and praise You.
You have done amazing things;
You have always done what You said You would,
You have done what You planned long ago.
You have made the city a pile of rocks,
You have destroyed her walls.
The city which our enemies built with strong walls is gone;
It will never be built again.
People from powerful nations will honor You,
Cruel people from strong cities will fear You.
You help the poor people,
You help the helpless when they are in danger.
You are like a shelter from storms,
You are like shade that protects them from the heat.
The cruel people attack
Like a rain storm beating against the wall;
The cruel people burn like the heat in the desert.
But You, O God, stop their violent attack
As a cloud cools a hot day;
O LORD God, You silence the songs of those who have no mercy.
The LORD of the armies of heaven will give a feast,
It will be on this mountain for all people.
It will be a feast with the best food and wine;
The meat and wine will be the finest.
On this mountain, God will destroy
The veil that covers all nations;
This veil called “Death” covers all peoples.
But God will destroy Death forever;
The LORD God, will wipe away every tear from every face.
God will take away the shame
Of His people from the earth.
The LORD God has spoken;
at that time, people will say
“Our God is doing this.”
We have trusted in Him, and He has come to save us;
We have been trusting our Lord.
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So, we will rejoice and be happy when He saves us.”
The LORD will protect Jerusalem;
The LORD will crush our enemy, Moab.
Moab will be like straw that is trampled down in the manure,
They will spread their arms in it
Like a person reaching out to swim.
God will bring down their pride; All the clever things that they have
made will mean nothing.
The high walls of Moab protect them,
But He will destroy those walls.
He will throw them down on the ground;
The stones will lie in the dust.
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter begins with a testimony of praise, “O Lord, You are
my God” (25:1). The survivors of the Great Tribulation exalt God for His
great intervention on their behalf. They fall on their faces to worship
Him, “I will praise Your name” (25:1). The strong nations have been
defeated, and God’s people magnify Him, “You have been a refuge
from the storms” (25:4). Lord, I commit my whole life to You; keep me
safe when the pressures and storms of life attack.
When Isaiah says, “He will swallow up death forever” and “the
Lord God will wipe away all tears” (25:8), there can be no doubt he is
referring to the Jewish millennial kingdom of the future. Lord, I go

through problems and pain on this earth knowing I will live in peace
with You in the future.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
God’s Deliverence
Isaiah 26
At that time, people will sing this song in Judah:
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We have a strong city;
God protects us with its strong walls and defenses.
Open the gates and the good people will enter;
They follow God’s good way of living.
You, O LORD God, give true peace to those who depend on You,
To those who trust in You.
So, always trust the LORD,
Trust in Him because He is the Rock Eternal.
But the lord will destroy the proud city
And He will punish the people living there.
He will bring that high city down to the ground;
He throws it down into the dust.
Then those who were hurt by the city will walk on its ruins;
Those who were made poor by the city will trample it under their
feet.
The path of life is level for the people who are right with God;
O LORD God, You make the way of life smooth for those people.
Yes, LORD God, we are waiting
For Your way of justice.
Our souls want to remember
You and Your Name.
My soul wants to be with You at night,
And, my spirit wants to be with You at the dawn of every day.
When Your way of justice comes to the land,
The people of the world will learn the right way of living.
An evil person will not learn to do good,
Even if You show him kindness.
He will continue doing evil, even if he lives in a good world;
He never sees the LORD’s majesty.
O LORD God, You are ready to punish those people,
But they do not see that.
O LORD God, show them Your strong love for Your people
Then the evil people will be put to shame.
Burn them in the fire
That You have prepared for Your enemies.
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O LORD God, all our success is because of what You have done
So, give us peace.
O LORD God, our God, other masters besides You have ruled us
But we honor only YOU.
Those masters are now dead,
Their ghosts will not rise from death.
You decided to destroy them,
And, You wiped out any memory of them.
O LORD God, You multiplied the number of Your people;
You multiplied them and brought honor to Yourself.
You made the borders of the land wide;
O LORD God, people remember You when they are in trouble;
They say quiet prayers to You when You punish them.
O LORD God when we are with You,
We are like a woman giving birth to a baby;
She cries and has pain from the birth.
In the same way, we had pain;
We give birth, but only to wind.
We don’t bring salvation to the land;
We don’t make new people for the world.
Your people have died, but they will live again;
Their bodies will rise from death.
Dead people in the ground
Get up and be happy.
The dew covering You is like the dew of a new day;
The ground will give birth to the dead buried in it.
THE DELIVERANCE OF ISRAEL
My people, go into your rooms;
Shut your doors behind you.
Hide yourselves in your rooms for a short time;
Hide until God’s anger is finished.
The LORD God will leave His place;
He will punish the people of the world for their sins.
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The earth will show the blood of the people who have been killed;
It will not cover the dead any longer.
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter opens with the redeemed ones entering the
eternal city in the millennial kingdom. They sing a great song of
praise in the land of Judah (lit. praise). Their salvation is not just
physical, but God completely cares for His people in all ways. Lord, I
look forward to living with You throughout all eternity.
The prophet rings out, “Open the gates, that the righteous . . .
may enter in” (26:2). This is a picture of God receiving His own. This
passage has in view those from Judah entering new Jerusalem to
receive the greatest honor in time. It’s also a promise of what God
will do for the church. Lord, I don’t want to die; there’s much I want to

do for You on earth; but when my time comes, I look forward to Your
welcome in heaven.

God promises, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee” (26:3, KJV). The promise of “peace” literally
reads, “peace, peace.” The Hebrew way of indicating God’s peace
goes beyond human understanding. Lord, I want Your peace that is

the only real peace, so I will lean on You to get it.

To “lean on” God is to trust Him when your mind is “sustained”
by Him. Do you see that much of the Christian’s conflict is waged in
the mind? Spiritual stability is found by “trusting in thee” (26:3, KJV).
Lord, here I come, I lean on You.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
The Future Gathering Of Israel
Isaiah 27
At that time, the LORD will judge the gliding snake;
He will punish the coiled snake.
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The LORD will use His great sword,
His hard and powerful sword.
He will kill the monster in the sea.
On that day,
People will sing about the pleasant vineyard.
“I, the LORD will care for that vineyard;
I will water it at the right time.
No one will hurt it,
I will guard it day and night.
I am not angry, if anyone builds a wall of thorn-bushes in war
I will march to it and burn it.
But, if anyone comes to Me for safety
And wants to make peace with Me,
He should come and make peace with Me.”
In the days to come, the people of Jacob will be like a plant with good
roots;
Israel will grow like a plant beginning to bloom,
Then the world will be filled with their children.
The LORD has not punished His people as He punished their enemies;
His people have not been killed like those who tried to kill
them.
The LORD will settle His argument with Israel by sending it far away;
Like a hot desert wind, He will drive Israel away.
This is how Israel’s guilt will be forgiven;
This is how its sins will be taken away.
Israel will crush the rocks of the altar to dust;
No statues or altars will be left standing for the Asherah idols.
At that time, the strong, walled city will be empty;
It will be like a desert.
Calves will eat grass there,
They will lie down there;
They will eat leaves from the branches.
The limbs will become dry and break off;
Women will use them for firewood.
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These people refuse to understand
So, God will not comfort them;
Their Maker will not be kind to them.
At that time, the LORD will begin gathering His people one by one. He
will gather all His people from the Euphrates River to the brook
of Egypt. He will separate them from others as grain is
separated from chaff. Many of My people are now lost in
Assyria. Some of My people have run away to Egypt. However,
at that time, a great trumpet will be blown. And all those
people will come back to Jerusalem. They will worship in the
presence of the LORD on that holy mountain.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The use of “leviathan” is controversial among the
commentaries. Some see the snake as a mythical “figure of speech”
that stood for Assyria, Babylon and all enemies of God’s people in the
Promised Land. They are the monsters God will defeat to give His
people victory. Lord, I celebrate Your final victory on earth over Your
enemies, i.e., all those who oppose righteousness.
But the leviathan is also a reference to Satan himself who is
the power and hatred behind everyone who opposes God. Isaiah
predicts the final defeat of the monster of monsters, Satan himself.

Lord, I get tired of fighting temptation and opposing Satan. I look
forward to Your final defeat of all evil power that opposes
righteousness. I long for that day of victory to come soon so I can
rest in Your final victory.

Isaiah says, “the great trumpet” (27:13) will be blown to regather his people into the Promised Land from around the world.
Lord, I’m listening for the trumpet when Jesus shall come.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
WARNINGS TO EPHRAIM
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Isaiah 28
How terrible it will be for Samaria, the pride of Israel’s drunken
people;
That beautiful crown of flowers is just a dying plant.
It sits on a hill above a rich valley where drunkards live.
Look, the LORD has someone who is strong and full of power;
That person will come like a storm of hail and strong wind.
He will come like a sudden flood of water pouring over the country;
He will throw Samaria down to the ground.
That city, the pride of Israel’s drunken people,
Will be trampled underfoot.
That beautiful crown of flowers is just a dying plant.
It sits on a hill above a rich valley.
That city will be like the first fig of summer;
When a person sees it
He quickly picks it and eats it.
At that time, the LORD of the armies of heaven
Will be like a beautiful crown.
He will be like a wonderful crown of flowers
For His people who are left alive.
Then the LORD will give wisdom
To the judges who rule His people.
The LORD will give strength
To those who battle at the city gate.
But now those leaders are drunk with wine;
They stumble from drinking beer.
The priests and prophets are drunk with beer;
They are filled with wine.
They stumble from drinking beer;
The so-called “prophets” are drunk when they see their
visions,
The judges stumble when they make their decisions.
Every table is covered with vomit;
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There is not a spot without filth.
The LORD is trying to teach the people a lesson;
He is trying to make them understand His teachings.
But the people are like little babies,
They are like babies who just nursed at their mother’s breast.
So, they make fun of the LORD’s prophet and say:
“A command here, a command there.
A rule here, a rule there;
A lesson here, a lesson there.”
So, the LORD will use strange words and foreign languages
To speak to these people.
God said to them,
“Here is a place of rest.
Let the tired people come and rest;
This is the place of peace.”
But the people would not listen. So, the words of the lord will be
“A command here, a command there.
A rule here, a rule there;
A lesson here, a lesson there.”
They will fall back and will be defeated;
They will be trapped and captured.
You who brag should listen to the LORD’s message;
Pay attention, you scoffing rulers in Jerusalem.
You say: “We have made a pact with death;
We have a contract with the grave.
When punishment passes by,
It won’t hurt us.
We will be safe with our lies,
We will hide behind our tricks.”
Because of these things, this is what the LORD God says: “I will
put a stone in the ground in Jerusalem;
This will be a tested stone.
Everything will be built on this important and precious rock;
Anyone who trusts in it will never be disappointed.
I will use justice as a measuring line;
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I will use goodness to measure by.
The lies that you hide behind will be destroyed as if by hail;
They will be washed away as if in a flood.
Your pact with death will be cancelled,
Your contract with the grave will not stand.
When punishment comes
You will be crushed by it.
Whenever punishment comes, it will take you away;
It will come morning after morning,
It will defeat you by day and by night.
Those who hear of this punishment will be terrified.”
You will be like the man who tried to sleep
on a bed that was too short for him.
And his blanket was too narrow
To wrap around himself.
The LORD will fight as He did at Mount Perazim;
He will be angry as He was in the Valley of Gibeon.
Then the LORD will do His work, His strange work;
He will finish His job, His strange job.
Now, you must not make fun of these things;
If you do, the ropes around you will become tighter.
The LORD of the armies of heaven has told me these things;
He has told me how the whole earth will be destroyed.
Listen closely to what I tell you;
Listen carefully to what I say.
A farmer does not plow his field all the time;
He does not go on working the soil.
He prepares the ground,
Then he plants the dill seed and scatters the cummin seed.
He plants the wheat in rows;
He plants barley in its special place,
And other wheat in its own field.
His God teaches him
And shows him the right way.
A farmer doesn’t use heavy boards to crush dill;
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He doesn’t use a wagon to crush cummin.
He uses a small stick to break open the dill,
With a stick he opens the cummin.
The grain is ground to make bread,
People do not ruin it by crushing it forever.
The farmer separates the wheat from the chaff,
But he does not let his horses grind it.
This lesson comes from the LORD of the armies of heaven;
He gives wonderful advice. He is very wise.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah predicts the fall of the Northern Kingdom, calling them
Ephraim. He says the glory of Ephraim is a fading flower (28:1, 4) and
there is a storm coming that will destroy them. Isaiah accuses them
of being overcome with wine (28:1) and being a drunkard (28:3), and
given over to intoxicating drink (28:7). They have given themselves to
physical pleasures rather than to God. They stumble and vomit in
their debauchery. Lord, I will not drink alcohol knowing Your mockery

of those who are slaves to liquor. Fill me with Your Spirit (Eph. 5:18).
Control me by the Spirit of God, not the spirit of the bottle.

Isaiah raises the question, “How shall they understand the
message of God in their drunken stupor? Like all unsaved people,
they were spiritually blinded, and mentally incapacitated. God’s
answer is they must know His knowledge, and they must believe His
doctrine or teaching. God will slowly build precept upon precept, and
line upon line. Here a little, there a little. Lord, teach me slowly and

patiently so I can know Your will. Take away my spiritual blindness
so I can see spiritual truth and obey Your plan for my life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
WARNINGS TO JERUSALEM
Isaiah 29
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“How terrible it will be for you, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem;
You are the city where David camped.
Her festivals have continued
year after year.
I will attack Jerusalem;
That city will be filled with sadness and crying,
It will be like an altar to Me.
I will put armies all around you, O Jerusalem;
I will surround you with towers,
I will build devices around you to attack you.
You will be pulled down and will speak from the ground;
I will hear your voice rising from the ground.
It will sound like the voice of a ghost;
Your words will come like a whisper from the dirt.
Your many enemies will become like fine dust;
The groups of cruel people will be like chaff that is blown away.
Everything will happen very quickly”;
The LORD of the armies of heaven will come.
He will come with thunder, earthquakes, and great noises;
He will come with storms, strong winds, and a fire that
destroys.
Then all the nations that fight against Jerusalem
Will be like a dream.
All the nations that surround and attack her
Will be like a vision in the night.
They will be like a hungry man who dreams that he is eating,
But when he wakes up, he is still hungry.
They will be like a thirsty man who dreams that he is drinking,
But when he wakes up, he is still weak and thirsty.
So will it be the same way with all the nations
Who fight against Mount Zion.
Be surprised and amazed,
Blind yourselves, so that you cannot see.
Become drunk, but not from wine;
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Trip and fall, but not from beer.
The LORD has made you go into a deep sleep;
He has closed your ‘eyes’, (The prophets are your eyes.)
He has covered your ‘heads’.
This vision is like the words of a book that is closed and sealed. You
may give the book to someone who can read. And you may tell
that person to read it. But he will say, “I cannot read the book.
It is closed, and I cannot open it.” Or, you may give the book to
someone who cannot read. You may tell him to read the book.
But he will say, “I cannot read it, because I don’t know how to
read.”
The LORD says: “These people say that they love me,
They show honor to me with words;
But their hearts are far from Me.
The honor that they show Me
Is nothing but traditions which they have memorized.
So, I will continue to amaze these people
By doing more and more miracles.
Their wise men will lose their wisdom,
Their wise men will not be able to understand.”
How terrible it will be for those who try
To hide things from the LORD.
How terrible it will be for those who do their work in darkness;
They think that no one will see them or know what they do.
You are confused;
You think the clay is equal to the potter.
You think that an object can tell the person who made it,
“You did not make me.”
That is like a pot telling its maker,
“You don’t know anything.”
In a very short time, Lebanon will become rich farmland
And, the rich farmland will seem like a forest.
At that time, the deaf people will hear the words in a book;
Instead of having darkness and gloom, the blind people will
see.
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The LORD will make the poor people happy;
They will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.
Then the people without mercy will come to an end,
Those who do not respect God will disappear;
Those who enjoy doing evil will be gone.
Those who lie about others in court will be gone.
Those who trap people in court will be gone;
Those who lie to take justice from the innocent in court will be
gone.
The LORD set Abraham free. The LORD speaks to the family of Jacob:
“Now the people of Jacob will not be ashamed;
They will not be disgraced any longer.
They will see all their children,
The children whom I made with My hands.
And, they will say My Name is holy;
The people will agree that the Holy One of Jacob is holy,
They will revere the God of Israel.
People who do wrong will now understand,
Those who complain will listen to wisdom.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
After Isaiah predicts the fall of the Northern Kingdom, he turns
his attention to the Southern Kingdom. Ariel is another name for
Jerusalem. Isaiah predicts many armies will attack Jerusalem, “Then
“thou shalt be brought down” (29:4, KJV). Lord, I know You will punish

Your people when they sin; Lord, I fear You. Forgive my sin and look
on me in grace.

God condemns Judah’s hypocrisy, “These people draw near
with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have removed
their hearts far from Me” (29:13). Lord, I love You; forgive any

hypocrisy in me. Judah only “feared” You outwardly because it was
the religious thing taught them. Lord, purify my heart, and cleanse
me from within. I want to honestly worship You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
WARNINGS TO A REBELLIOUS PEOPLE
Isaiah 30
The LORD said, “It will be terrible for these stubborn children. They
make plans, but they don’t ask Me to help them;
They make agreements with other nations, without asking My
Spirit;
They are adding more and more sins to themselves.
They go down to Egypt for help,
But they did not ask Me about it first.
They hope that they will be saved by the king of Egypt;
They want Egypt to protect them.
But, hiding in Egypt will only bring you shame;
Pharaoh’s protection will only disappoint you.
Your officers have gone to Zoan;
Your messengers have gone to Hanes, but they will be put to
shame
Because Egypt is useless to them.
Egypt will give no help and be of no use;
It will cause them only shame and embarrassment.”
This is the message about the animals in southern Judah:
Southern Judah is a dangerous place;
It is full of lions and lionesses,
Poisonous snakes and darting snakes.
The messengers travel through there with their wealth on the backs of
donkeys;
They have put their treasure on the backs of camels.
They carry them to a nation that cannot help them;
They go to Egypt, whose help is useless.
So, I call that country Rahab the Do-Nothing.
Now write this on a sign for the people;
Write these things for the days to come,
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Write them so that they will last forever.
These people are like children who lie and refuse to obey;
They refuse to listen to the LORD’s teachings.
They tell the seers,
“Don’t see any more visions.”
They say to the prophets,
“Don’t tell us the truth.
Say things that will make us feel good;
See only good things for us.
Stop blocking our path;
Get out of our way.
Stop telling us about God, the Holy One of Israel.” So, this is what the
Holy One of Israel says: “You people have refused to accept this
message from the LORD;
You depended on cruelty and lies to help you.
You are guilty of these things,
So, you are like a high wall with cracks in it;
It will fall suddenly and break into small pieces.
You will be like a clay jar that breaks;
It breaks into many pieces.
Those pieces will be too small
To take coals from the fire
Or to get water from a well.”
This is what the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: “If you come back
to Me and trust Me, you will be saved;
If you will trust Me, you will be strong,”
But you don’t want to do that.
You say: “We need horses to run away on;”
So, you will run away on horses.
You say, “We will ride away on fast horses;”
So, those who chase you will be faster.
One enemy will make threats,
And 1,000 of your men will run away.
Five enemies will make threats
And all of you will run from them.
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You will be left alone like a flagpole on a hilltop;
You will be like a banner on a hill.
The LORD wants to show His mercy to you;
He wants to rise and comfort you.
The LORD is a fair God
And, everyone who waits for His help will be happy.
You people who live on Mount Zion in Jerusalem will not cry anymore.
The LORD will hear your crying, and He will comfort you. The
LORD will hear you, and He will help you. The LORD has given
you sorrow and hurt. It was like the bread of adversity and the
water of affliction, but He is your Teacher, and He will not
continue to hide from you. You will see your Teacher with your
own eyes. If you go the wrong way—to the right or to the left—
you will hear a Voice behind you. It will say: “This is the right
way. You should go this way.”
You have statutes covered with silver and gold. But you will ruin
them for further use. You will throw them away like filthy rags.
You will say, “Go away.” At that time, the LORD will send rain for
you. You will plant seeds in the ground, and the ground will
grow food for you. The harvest will be very great. You will have
plenty of food in the fields for your animals. There will be large
fields for your sheep.
Your oxen and donkeys will work the soil. They will have all the food
they need. You will have to use shovels and pitchforks to
spread all the food for your animals to eat. Every mountain and
hill will have streams filled with water. These things will
happen after many people are killed and the towers are pulled
down.
At that time, the light from the moon will be bright like the sun. The
light from the sun will be 7 times brighter than now. The light
from the sun in 1 day will be like a full week. These things will
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happen when the LORD bandages His broken people and heals
the hurts that He gave them.
Look, the LORD comes from far away;
His anger is like a fire with thick clouds of smoke.
His mouth is filled with anger,
And His tongue is like a burning fire.
The LORD’s breath is like a rushing river,
It rises until it reaches the throat.
He will judge the nations as if He is sifting them through the strainer of
Destruction;
He will place in their mouths a horse’s bit that will lead them the
wrong Way.
You will sing happy songs
As on the nights when you begin a festival.
You will be happy, as people listening to flutes
As they go to the mountain of the LORD.
The LORD is the Rock of Israel,
The LORD will cause all people to hear His great voice;
He will cause them to see His powerful arm come down.
It will come with raging anger like a great fire that burns everything;
It will be like a great storm with much rain and hail.
Assyria will be afraid when it hears the voice of the LORD;
The LORD will beat Assyria with a stick.
The LORD will punish Assyria with a stick,
He will beat them to the music of tambourines and harps;
The LORD will fight against them with His mighty weapons.
Topheth has been made ready for a long time;
It is ready for the king.
It was made deep and wide;
There is much wood and fire there.
And, The LORD’s breath will come
Like a stream of burning sulfur and burn it.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Isaiah warns Judah against seeking protection from Egypt, and
not from Him. They make plans, but never asked the Lord for help.
Isaiah concludes, “They will be put to shame” (30:3). Lord help me

learn a negative lesson from Judah to not forget You when making
plans.

Isaiah promises Judah the rest and peace of God, “For thus
saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; in returning and rest shall
ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength”
(30:15, KJV). Lord, that’s the rest and peace I want; I come to You to

find strength.
Isaiah promises, “And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may
be gracious unto you;” but there is a condition for us, “And blessed
are all they that wait for him” (30:18, KJV). Lord, I’m still and I’m quiet.
I’m waiting to hear Your instructions to me. I’m waiting for orders.
Tell me what to do.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
DO NOT RELY ON EGYPT
Isaiah 31
How terrible it will be for those people who go down to Egypt for help;
They think horses will save them.
They think their many chariots
And strong horsemen will save them.
They don’t trust God, the Holy One of Israel;
They don’t ask the LORD for help.
Nevertheless, it is the LORD who is wise and who can bring them
trouble;
He does not change His warnings.
He will rise up and fight against the evil people,
And, He will fight against those who try to help evil people.
The Egyptians are only human beings, they are not God;
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Their horses are only animals,
They are not spirit.
The LORD will stretch out His arm
And the one who helps will stumble.
The people who wanted help will fall;
All of them will be destroyed together.
The LORD says this to me: “When a lion or a lion’s cub kills an animal to
eat,
It stands over the dead animal and roars.
A band of shepherds
May be assembled against it.
But the lion will not be afraid of their yelling;
It will not be upset by their noise.
So, the LORD of the armies of heaven will come down
To fight on Mount Zion and on its hill.
The LORD of the armies of heaven will defend Jerusalem;
He will defend and save it,
He will ‘pass over’ and save Jerusalem.
You children of Israel, come back to the God whom you fought
against. The time is coming when each of you will stop
worshiping the idols of gold and silver that you made. You
really sinned when you made those things.
“Assyria will be defeated by a sword, but not the sword of a man;
Assyria will be destroyed, but not by a man’s sword.
Assyria will run away from the sword of God
But their young men will be caught and made slaves.
They will panic, and their place of safety will be destroyed;
Their commanders will be terrified when they see God’s battle
flag.”
The LORD said all these things;
The LORD’s fire is in Zion,
His furnace is in Jerusalem!”
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Isaiah has two messages for the people of Jerusalem and
Judah. First, they will not get any help from Egypt. Isaiah reminds
them, “The Egyptians are men, and not God” (v. 3). He predicts “Egypt
will be destroyed” (v. 3, ELT). In a second prediction Isaiah says,
“Assyria will be destroyed” (v. 8, ELT). By looking through God’s
predictive eyes, you can see nations rise and fall. Only God remains.

LORD, I don’t know the future, but I trust You to guide my steps;
because You know the future.

Isaiah predicts the coming golden age of Israel where they will
live in peace in the Promised Land. No one will attack them or try to
destroy them. There will be no more rebellion against God or sin
because “the time is coming when each of you will stop worshiping
the idols of gold and silver that you made” (v. 7, ELT). LORD, I live in the

midst of sin where people are trying to step over me to get ahead. I
look forward to a time of universal peace and each person will
worship You wholly, and live for You completely. Even so, come Lord
Jesus.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
A RIGHTEOUS KINGDOM
Isaiah 32
A king will rule in a way that brings justice;
Leaders will make fair decisions.
Then each ruler will be like a shelter from the wind,
He will be like a safe place in a storm.
He will be like a stream of water in a dry land;
He will be like the cool shadow from a large rock in a hot land.
People will look to the king for help
And, they will truly listen to what he says.
People who are now worried will be able to understand;
Those who cannot speak clearly now
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Will then be able to speak clearly and quickly.
Fools will not be called great men,
People will not respect evil men.
A fool says foolish things,
And, in his mind, he plans evil things to do.
A fool wants to do things that are wrong,
He says evil things about the LORD.
A fool does not feed the hungry,
He does not let thirsty people drink water.
The evil man uses evil like a tool,
He plans ways to take everything from poor people.
He destroys the poor people with lies,
Even when the poor man is in the right.
But a good leader plans good things to do,
And those good things make him a good leader.
You women who are so complacent now,
Stand up and listen to me.
You women who feel safe now,
Listen to what I say.
You women feel safe now
But, after just one year, you will be afraid.
There will be no grape harvests,
There will not be summer fruit to gather.
Women, you are complacent now, but you should shake with fear;
Women, you feel safe now, but you should tremble.
Take off your nice clothes
Then put sackcloth around your waist.
Beat your breasts in grief because the fields that were pleasant are now
empty;
Cry because the vines that once had fruit now have no more
grapes.
Cry for the land of My people,
Cry because only thorns and weeds grow there now.
Cry for the city that once was happy
And, cry for all the houses that once were filled with joy.
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The palace will be empty;
People will leave the noisy city.
Strong cities and towers will be empty;
Wild donkeys will love to live there. Sheep will go there to eat.
This will continue until God puts His Spirit from above into us
Then the desert will be like a fertile field,
And, the fertile field will be like a forest.
Justice will be found even in the desert
And, fairness will be found in the fertile fields.
That fairness will bring peace
And, fairness will bring calm and safety forever.
My people will live in peaceful dwelling-places,
They will have safe homes;
They will live in calm places of rest.
Hail will destroy the forest
And, the city will be completely destroyed.
But you will be happy as you plant seeds near every stream;
You will let your cattle and donkeys wander freely.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah predicts the coming of a righteous king, i.e., the Lord
Jesus Christ who will rule over Israel in the coming millennium.
People will dwell in safety. This king will be “like a stream of water in
a dry land.” That reminds us of Jesus who said, “If anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink” (John 7:37). LORD, what You will do

physically in the future, do for me now spiritually. When I am faint, I
drink from You. When I need satisfaction, I drink from You. Ah . . .
LORD, You are good.
There are many fools in this world, “The fool has said in his
heart, “There is no God” (Ps. 14:1). Isn’t it foolish to look at the created

world and say “There is no Creator?” Notice what Isaiah says about a
fool, “ A fool says foolish things, and in his mind he plans evil things
to do” (v. 6, ELT). LORD, forgive many foolish things I’ve ever said in my

life. I will study Your Scriptures to be smart and I will pray for
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wisdom. Keep me from doing stupid things. LORD, You are wisdom;
come be the wisdom of my life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD IS FAIR AND RIGHTEOUS
Isaiah 33
How terrible it will be for you who destroy others,
But you have not been destroyed yet.
How terrible it will be for you, O traitor;
But no one has turned against you yet.
When you stop destroying,
Others will destroy you.
When you stop turning against others,
They will turn against you.
O LORD, be kind to us;
We have waited for Your help.
O LORD, give us strength every morning;
Save us when we are in trouble.
Your powerful voice makes people run away in fear;
Your greatness causes the nations to run away.
Like locusts, your enemies will take away the things you stole in war;
Like locusts rushing around, they will take your wealth.
The LORD is very great, He lives in a high place;
He fills Jerusalem with fairness and justice.
The LORD will be your safety,
He is full of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge;
Reverence for the LORD is the greatest treasure.
Look, brave men are crying out in the streets;
Those who tried to bring peace are crying loudly.
There is no one on the roads;
No one is walking in the paths.
People have broken the covenants that they made,
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People refuse to believe the proof from witnesses;
No one respects other people.
The land is sick and dying;
Lebanon is ashamed and dying.
The Plain of Sharon is dry like the desert;
The trees of Bashan and Carmel are dying.
The LORD says, “Now, I will stand up
And show My greatness;
Now, I will become important to the people.
You people do useless things,
These things are like hay and straw;
A destructive wind will burn you like fire.
People will be burned until their bones become like lime,
They will burn quickly like dry thorn-bushes.”
You people in faraway lands, hear what I have done;
You people who are near Me, learn about My power.
The sinners in Jerusalem are afraid;
The people who are separated from God shake with fear.
They say: “Can any of us live through this fire that destroys?
Who can live near this fire that burns on and on?”
A person might do what is right,
He might speak what is right.
He might refuse to take bribes;
He might refuse to take money to hurt others.
He might not listen to plans of murder;
He might refuse to think about evil.
This is the kind of person who will be safe;
He will be protected as he would be in a high, walled city.
He will always have bread,
And he will not run out of water.
Your eyes will see the king in his beauty;
You will see the land that stretches far away.
You will think about the terror of the past,
You will think: “Where is that officer?
Where is the one who collected the taxes?
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Where is the officer in charge of our defense towers?”
You will not see those proud people from other countries anymore;
No one will hear their strange language
That you couldn’t understand.
Look at Zion, the city of our festivals;
Your eyes will see Jerusalem, that beautiful place of rest.
It is like a tent that will never be moved;
The pegs that hold her in place will never be moved,
Her ropes will never be broken.
There the LORD will be our Mighty One;
That land is a place with streams and wide rivers.
But there will be no enemy boats on those rivers;
No powerful ship will sail on those rivers.
This is because the LORD is our Judge,
The LORD is our Law-giver.
The LORD is our King,
He will save us.
You sailors from other lands, listen:
The ropes on your boats hang loose.
The mast is not held firm,
The sails are not spread open.
The LORD will give us your wealth,
There will be so much wealth even the crippled people will carry off a
share.
No one living in Jerusalem will say, “I am sick”;
The people who live there will have their sins forgiven.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah predicts those who destroy Jerusalem will be destroyed.
“When you stop destroying, others will destroy you” (v. 1, ELT). But he
also predicts God’s greatness causes nations to run away” (v. 3, ELT).
Isaiah tells how God’s people will call on Him for help, “O LORD, God
give us strength every morning. Save us when we are in trouble” (v. 2,
ELT). LORD, that’s my prayer every morning, “Help me make it through
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this day; I’m already saved from sin, but save me in the hour of
temptation, and save me from evil trials sent by Satan.”

Isaiah realized “reverence for the LORD is our greatest
treasure” ( v. 6, ELT). That has been the greatest strength of the United
States, but our nation is losing its leadership in the world as it loses
its reverence for God. Lord, I renew my reverence for You. I pray You

forgive America for its secular slide into pleasure, greed, and selfcenteredness. God turn America around; God save America, and God
send revival to America.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD IS ANGRY WITH ALL THE NATIONS
Isaiah 34
All you nations, come near and listen;
Pay attention, you peoples.
Let the earth and all the people in it listen,
The world and everything in it should listen.
The LORD is angry with all the nations;
He is angry with their armies.
He will destroy them and kill them all;
Their bodies will be thrown in a pit;
The stench will rise from the bodies
And the blood will flow down the mountains.
The sun, the moon, and the stars will dissolve,
The sky will be rolled up like a scroll.
The stars will fall
Like dead leaves from a vine
Or dried-up figs from a fig tree.
The LORD’s sword in the sky is covered with blood,
It will cut through Edom;
He will destroy these people as an offering to the LORD.
The LORD’s sword will be bathed with blood,
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It will be covered with fat.
It is the blood from lambs and goats,
It is the fat from the kidney of male sheep.
This is because the LORD decided that there will be a sacrifice in
Bozrah,
He has decided that there will be much killing in Edom.
The oxen will be killed
And, the cattle and the strong bulls will be killed.
The land will be filled with their blood;
The dirt will be covered with their fat.
The LORD has chosen a time for punishment;
He has chosen a year when people must pay
For the wrongs they did to Jerusalem.
Edom’s rivers will be like hot tar,
The dirt of Edom will be like burning sulfur;
The land of Edom will be like burning tar.
The fires will burn night and day,
The smoke will rise from Edom forever.
Year after year, that land will be empty;
No one will ever travel through that land again.
The desert owl and the screech owl will own that land;
The great owl and the raven will nest there.
God will make it an empty wasteland,
It will have nothing left in it.
The important men will have no one left to rule them;
The leaders will all be gone.
Thorns will take over the strong towers;
Wild bushes will grow in the walled cities.
Wild dogs will live there,
Owls will live in those homes.
Desert animals will live with the hyenas there
And wild goats will call to their friends.
Night animals will live there;
They will find a place of rest there.
Owls will nest there and lay eggs; when the eggs open,
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The owls will gather their young under their wings.
Hawks will gather with their own kind;
Look at the LORD’s scroll. Read what is written there:
None of these will be missing;
Each one will have its own mate.
God said He will gather them together
So, His Spirit will gather them together.
God has divided the land among them
And, He has given each of them their land.
And, they will own that land forever;
They will live there year after year.
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter shows God angrily punishing Edom. These are the
people who descended from Esau. They have continually persecuted
God’s people, the Jews. Because God loves the Jews, we shouldn’t be
surprised when God punishes those who punish His people. Also, the
people should have known better; they had a historic knowledge of
the LORD and His salvation. When Edom rejects God, they reject His
salvation; so we should not be surprised when God punishes those
who reject Him. LORD, I pray for my unsaved family and friends. Use

me when I give them the gospel, convict them of sin and bring them
to salvation. I believe You, LORD, when the Bible said, “The LORD is . . .
not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE WAY OF HOLINESS
Isaiah 35
The desert and dry land will become happy;
The wilderness will be glad and will produce flowers.
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Like a flower, it will have many blooms;
it will show its happiness, as if it is shouting with joy.
It will be beautiful like the forest of Lebanon;
It will be as beautiful as the Hill of Carmel and the Plain of
Sharon.
All people will see the glory of the LORD,
The splendor of our God.
Make the weak hands strong,
Make the weak knees strong.
Say to people who are afraid and confused,
“Be strong. Don’t be afraid.
Look, your God will come,
And He will punish your enemies.
He will make them pay for the wrongs they did;
He will come and save you.”
Then the blind people will see again,
Then the deaf will hear.
Crippled people will jump like deer,
And, those who cannot talk now will shout with joy.
Springs of water will gush forth in the desert;
Streams will flow in the dry land.
The burning desert will have pools of water;
The dry ground will have springs.
Where wild dogs once lived,
Grass and water plants will grow.
A road will be there;
This highway will be called “The Road to Being Holy.”
Unclean people will not be allowed to walk on that road,
Only good people will walk on that road;
No fools will go on it.
No lions will be there,
No dangerous animals will be on that road;
They will not be found there.
That road will be for the people whom God saves,
The people whom the LORD has freed will return there.
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They will enter Jerusalem with joy,
Their happiness will last forever.
Their gladness and joy will fill them completely;
Sorrow and sadness will go far away.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah predicts the coming millennium of peace in the Holy
Land. The land will be transformed and become beautiful and alive.
The King James predicts, “The desert shall . . . blossom as the rose”
(vs. 1, KJV). It hasn’t happened yet, but it looks like a beginning.
Israel is back in the Promised Land, and the desert is growing roses
and oranges to be shipped to Europe and around the world. I was in
the southern desert of Israel after an overnight downpour. The
water was running so fast and so high in an otherwise dry wadi that
the tour guide exclaimed “The Jewish kingdom is coming; I’ve never
seen this much water in the desert.” Then he told us, “I’ve got to
bring my son to see the desert blossoming as a rose.” LORD, I don’t

need to see rain in the desert to believe Your predictions about the
future. I believe Your predictions in the Bible. You will punish sin
(Ch. 34) and You will reward Your people who believe in You (Ch. 35).
LORD, I don’t look for rewards, I look to live with You in eternity (John
14:1-3).
Therefore, the LORD commands us, “Be strong, do not fear!
Behold, your God will come” (v. 4). LORD, I will be strong in faith, and I
will trust You for everything.
Living with the LORD in the future will be healthy. The LORD
promises, “The eyes of the blind shall see” (v. 5, ELT), and “The deaf
shall hear” (v. 5, ELT). The LORD adds, “Crippled people shall jump
like deer, and those who cannot talk will shout with joy” (v. 6, ELT).

LORD, I pray for Your healing on earth while now only some are
healed; but when we get to heaven, all will be healed.
The LORD promises, “Streams will flow in the dry land” (v. 6,

ELT). LORD, sometime my life is dry like the desert. I suffer failure
and broken promises. I feel parched and can barely talk. Then I
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come to You in prayer and You fill my mouth with refreshing water.
When I feel faint and feel like giving up, I drink from Your well and
am satisfied. LORD, You fill me up.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
ASSYRIA THREATENS JERUSALEM
Isaiah 36
During Hezekiah’s 14th year as king, Sennacherib, the king of Assyria,
attacked Jerusalem (701 B.C.) He attacked all the strong,
walled cities of Judah and captured them. The king of Assyria
sent out his field commander, with a large army from Lachish
to King Hezekiah in Jerusalem. When the commander came
near the waterway from the upper pool, he stopped. The upper
pool is on the road to the Washerman’s Field.
Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah went out to meet him. Eliakim, the son of
Hilkiah, was the palace manager. Shebna was the royal
assistant. And Joah, the son of Asaph was the historian.
The field commander said to them, “Tell Hezekiah this: The great king,
the king of Assyria, says: You have nothing to trust in to help
you. You say you have battle plans and power for war, but your
words mean nothing. Whom are you trusting for help, so that
you turn against me? Look, you are depending on Egypt to help
you. Egypt is like a splintered walking-stick. If you lean on it
for help, then it will stab you and hurt you. Pharaoh, the king of
Egypt, will hurt those who depend on him.” You might say: ‘We
are depending on the LORD, our God.’ But Hezekiah destroyed
the LORD’s altars and the places of worship. Hezekiah told
Judah and Jerusalem: ‘You must worship only at this one altar.’
“Now make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give
you 2,000 horses—if you can find enough men to ride them.
You could not defeat even one of my master’s least important
officers. So, why do you depend on Egypt to give you chariots
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and horsemen? I have not come to attack and destroy this
country without an order from the LORD. The LORD Himself told
me to come to this country and destroy it.’”
Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah spoke to the field commander. They
said, “Please speak to us in the Aramaic language. We
understand it. Don’t speak to us in Hebrew, because the
people on the city wall can hear you.”
But the commander said, “No. My master did not send me to tell these
things only to you and your king. My master sent me to tell
these things to those people sitting on the wall, too. They will
have to eat their own dung and drink their own urine like you.”
Then the commander stood and shouted loudly in the Hebrew
language. He said, “Listen to the words from the great king, the
king of Assyria. The king says that you should not let Hezekiah
fool you. Hezekiah cannot save you.
Don’t let Hezekiah talk you into trusting the LORD. Hezekiah says, ‘The
LORD will surely save us. This city won’t be given over to the
king of Assyria.’
“Don’t listen to Hezekiah. The king of Assyria says, ‘Make peace with
me. Come out of the city to me. Then everyone will be free to
eat the fruit from his own grapevine and fig tree. Everyone will
be free to drink water from his own well. Then I will come and
take you to a land like your own. It is a land with grain and new
wine. It has bread and vineyards.’
“Don’t let Hezekiah fool you. He says, ‘The LORD will save us.’ The god
of any other nation has not saved his people from the power of
the king of Assyria. Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad?
Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? They did not save Samaria
from my power. Not one of all the gods of these countries has
saved his people from me. Then the LORD cannot save
Jerusalem from my power.”
But the people were silent. They did not answer the commander at
all. This was because King Hezekiah had ordered, “Do not
answer him.”
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Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah tore their clothes (Eliakim, the son of
Hilkiah, was the palace manager. Shebna was the royal
assistant. And Joah, the son of Asaph, was the historian.) The 3
men went to Hezekiah and told him what the field commander
had said.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The enemy of Israel lied to God’s people to coax them to
surrender. after he belittled Egypt’s power, he promised them 2,000
horses. Then with an outright lie, he said God told Assyria to come
destroy Israel. Remember, Satan is the father of lies, and the first
temptation of Eve was a lie, “You will not surely die” (Gen. 3:4), and
“You will be like God” (Gen. 3:5). LORD, give me spiritual insight to

recognize the lies of Satan; also to determine when people lie to me.
Keep me so close to Your heart that lies won’t trip me up.

Did you notice that the Assyrian general pointed out the
hypocrisy of Israel’s King Hezekiah, saying, “Hezekiah destroyed the
LORD’s altars and places of worship” (v. 7, ELT). Before we ask for
God’s help in times of distress, we must clean up our own life. LORD, I

repent of all my sins and acts of hypocrisy. Forgive me and cleanse
me by the blood of Christ.

The enemy promised Israel freedom, “Everyone will be free to
eat the fruit of his own grapevine . . . everyone will be free to drink
water from his own well” (v. 16, ELT). But Assyria always took
prisoners and put them in harsh servitude in another country. In the
same way Your spiritual enemy lies to you. He may promise you
freedom from the “legalistic church” if you will enjoy alcohol . . .
drugs . . . sex . . . but the Devil doesn’t give you freedom. You’ll end up
in addition, with broken health, or you’ll die early from a disease
related to your sin. Then you’ll be blinded to the truth, and it may be
impossible for you to return to God; apart from His mercy and grace.

LORD, keep me from sin. When I am blinded by the world, let the Holy
Spirit give me sight. When my steps turn toward temptation, stop me!
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Turn me around! I want to be free in Christ, “Therefore if the Son
makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
KING HEZEKIAH SEEKS THE ADVICE OF ISAIAH
Isaiah 37
When King Hezekiah heard the message, he tore his clothes, and he
put on sackcloth to show repentance and remorse. Then he
went into the temple of the LORD. Hezekiah sent Eliakim,
Shebna, and the older priests to Isaiah. Eliakim was the palace
manager, and Shebna was the royal assistant. The men were
all wearing the sackcloth when they came to Isaiah. He was a
prophet, the son of Amoz.
These men told Isaiah, “This is what Hezekiah says: `Today is a day of
sorrow and punishment and disgrace. It is so sad, like when a
child should be born, but the mother is not strong enough to
give birth to it. The king of Assyria sent his field commander to
make fun of the living God. Perhaps the LORD, your God, will
hear what the commander said? Perhaps the LORD, your God,
will punish him for what he said? So, pray for the few people of
Israel who are left alive.’”
When Hezekiah’s officers came to Isaiah, Isaiah said to them, “Tell
your master this: The LORD says, ‘Don’t be afraid of what you
have heard. Don’t be scared by the words that the servants of
the king of Assyria said against Me. Listen! I am going to put a
spirit in the king of Assyria. He will hear a report that will
cause him to return to his own country. And, I will cause him to
die by the sword there.’”
The field commander did hear that the king of Assyria had left
Lachish. So, the commander left and found the king fighting
against the city of Libnah.

Page 114 of 216

The king received a report that Tirhakah was coming to attack him.
(Tirhakah was the Cushite king of Egypt.) When the king of
Assyria heard this, he sent messengers to Hezekiah. The king
said: “Say this to Hezekiah king of Judah: ‘Don’t be fooled by the
god you trust. Don’t believe him when he says that Jerusalem
will not be defeated by the king of Assyria. You have heard
what the kings of Assyria have done. They have completely
defeated every country. Do not think you will be saved. The
gods of those people didn’t save them. My ancestors
destroyed them. My ancestors defeated the cities of Gozan,
Haran, and Rezeph. They defeated the people of Eden living in
Tel-Assar. Where are the kings of Hamath and Arpad? Where
is the king of the city of Sepharvaim? Where are the kings of
Hena and Ivvah?”
KING HEZEKIAH PRAYS
Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then
he went up to the temple of the LORD. Hezekiah spread the
letter out the presence of the LORD. And he prayed to the LORD:
“O LORD of the armies of heaven, You are the God of Israel. Your
throne is between the gold creatures with wings of the
Cherubim. Only you are the God of all the kingdoms of the
earth. You made the heavens and the earth. Please hear, O
LORD God, and listen. Open Your eyes, O LORD God, and look.
Listen to all the words that Sennacherib has said to insult You,
the living God.
“It is true, O LORD God, the kings of Assyria have destroyed all these
countries and their lands. These kings have thrown the gods of
these nations into the fire. But they were only wood and rock
statues that men made. So, the Assyrian kings have destroyed
them. Now, O LORD, our God, save us from the king’s power.
Then all the kingdoms of the earth will know that You, O LORD
God, are the only God.”
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ISAIAH SENDS A MESSAGE TO THE KING
Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent a message to Hezekiah. Isaiah said,
“The LORD, the God of Israel, says this: ‘You prayed to Me about
Sennacherib, the king of Assyria. So, this is what the LORD says
against Sennacherib: “The people of Zion despises you and
makes fun of you. The people of Jerusalem laugh at you as you
run away. You have insulted Me and spoken against Me. You
have raised your voice against Me. You have a proud look on
your face. You disobey Me, the Holy One of Israel. You have
used your messengers to insult the LORD. You have said, ‘I have
many chariots. With them, I have gone to the tops of the
mountains. I have climbed the highest mountains of Lebanon.
I have cut down its tallest cedars. I have cut down its best pine
trees. I have gone to its greatest heights. I have gone to its
best forests. I have dug wells in foreign countries. I have
drunk water there. By the soles of my feet, I have dried up all
the rivers of Egypt.’
“‘O king of Assyria, surely you have heard that long ago, I, the LORD,
planned these things. Long ago, I planned them. Now I have
made them happen. I merely allowed You to turn those strong,
walled cities into piles of rocks.
The people living in those cities were weak. They were scared and
put to shame. They were like grass in the field. They were like
tender, young grass. They were like grass that grows on the
housetop. It is burned by the wind before it can grow. “I know
when you rest and when you come and go. I know how you
speak against Me. You speak strongly against Me. And I have
heard your proud words. So, I will put My hook in your nose.
And, I will put My bit in your mouth. Then I will force you to
leave My country the same way that you came.’
Then the LORD said, “Hezekiah, I will give you this sign: This year, you
will eat the grain that grows wild. And, the 2nd year, you will
eat what grows wild from that. But, in the 3rd year, you must
plant grain and harvest it. Plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

Page 116 of 216

The people left alive in the household of Judah will be saved.
Like plants that take root, they will grow strong and have many
children.
A few people will come out of Jerusalem alive. There will be a few
from Mount Zion who will live. The strong love of the LORD of
the armies of heaven will cause this to happen.
So, this is what the LORD says about the king of Assyria: “He will not
enter this city. He will not even shoot an arrow here. He will
not fight against it with shields. He will not build a siege-ramp
to attack the city walls. He will return to his country the same
way he came. He will not enter this city,” says the LORD.
The LORD says, “I will defend and save this city. I will do this for
Myself and for David, My servant.”
Then the angel of the LORD went out. He killed 185,000 men in the
Assyrian camp. When the people got up early the next
morning, they saw all the corpses. So, Sennacherib, the king of
Assyria left. He went back to Nineveh and stayed there.
One day, Sennacherib was worshiping in the temple of his god,
Nisroch. While he was there, his sons (Adrammelech and
Sharezer) killed him with a sword. Then they escaped to the
land of Ararat. So, Sennacherib’s son, Esarhaddon, became
king of Assyria.
MY TIME TO PRAY
There is a time to pray desperately (see the Prayer of
Desperation, Elmer L. Towns, How to Pray (Ventura, CA: Regal Books,
2006), 107-113. Peter asked to come to Jesus, walking on water. When
Jesus said, “Come,” he actually walked on water until he took his eyes
off Jesus and looked at the threatening waves. When Peter began to
sink, he cried out desperately. “LORD, save me” (Matt. 14:30). When
Hezekiah got the message from the Assyrian general, he put on
sackcloth (a sign of repentance). It’s then Hezekiah prayed
desperately. LORD, I will stay close to You so I won’t need to pray
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desperately. But when unexpected dangers attack me, I will cry out
unashamedly and passionately.

Hezekiah went into the Temple to pray. That’s a good place to
go to pray when you’ve been out of fellowship with God. Technically,
God will hear you from any place when you pray. That’s because God
is everywhere present at the same time. Since God invites you to
come to His house on Sunday, and at other times; that’s a good place
to pray. LORD, I will meet You in Your house to listen to preaching and
teaching of Your Word. I will fellowship with other believers and will
serve You with them. But I will pray in Your house. Jesus told us, “My
house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations” (Isa. 56:7).
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
GOD ADDS 15 YEARS TO HEZEKIAH’S LIFE
Isaiah 38

At that time, Hezekiah became very sick. He was barely alive. The
prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, went to see him. Isaiah told
him, “This is what the LORD says: ‘You are going to die. So, you
should give your last orders to everyone. You will not get well.”
Hezekiah turned toward the wall and prayed to the LORD. He
said, “LORD God, please remember that I have always obeyed
You. I have given myself completely to You. I have done what
You said was right.” And, Hezekiah cried loudly.
Then the LORD spoke His word to Isaiah: “Go to Hezekiah and tell him:
‘This is what the LORD, the God of your ancestor David, says: “I
have heard your prayer. And, I have seen your tears. I will add
15 years to your life. I will deliver you and this city from the
king of Assyria. I will defend this city.’”
Hezekiah asked Isaiah, “What will be the sign?”
Isaiah said, “The LORD will do what He says. This is the sign from the
LORD to show you: The sun has made a shadow go down the
stairway of Ahaz. I will make it go back 10 steps.” So, the

Page 118 of 216

shadow made by the sun went back up the 10 steps that it had
gone down.
After Hezekiah, the king of Judah, got well, he wrote this song: I said,
“I’m in the middle of my life;
Do I have to go through the gates where the dead are now?
Will I have the rest of my life taken away from me?”
I thought: ‘I will not see the LORD
In the land of the living again.
I will not again see the people
Who live on the earth.
Like a shepherd’s tent,
My home has been pulled down and taken from me.
I am finished like the cloth that
A weaver rolls up and cuts from the loom;
In one day, You brought me to this end.
All night, I cried loudly;
Like a lion, He crushed all my bones;
In one day, You brought me to this end.
I cried like a bird,
I moaned like a dove.
My eyes became tired as I looked to the heavens;
O LORD God, I have troubles. Please help me.”
What can I say?
The LORD told me what would happen, and then he made it
happen.
I have had these troubles in my soul,
So, now I will be humble all my life.
O LORD God, because of You, men live;
Because of You, my spirit also lives.
You made me well, and You let me live;
It was for my own good
That I had such troubles.
Because You love me very much,
You did not let me die.
You threw my sins far away;
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People in the place where the dead are cannot praise You;
Those who have died cannot sing praises to You.
Those who die don’t trust You
To help them.
The people who are alive are the ones who praise You;
They praise You as I praise You today.
A father should tell his children
That You provide help.
The LORD saved me,
So, we will sing and play songs.
We will make music in the temple of the LORD
All the days of our lives.
Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a cake of figs, and apply it to the
boil, so that he may recover.” Hezekiah also had said, “What is
the sign that I shall go up to the temple of the LORD?”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God had a purpose in allowing this sickness and
announcement of Isaiah’s premature death. What was it? Perhaps
God wanted to scare Hezekiah so that he would repent so deeply that
it would influence his prayer life. Early in life, Hezekiah was not
known for spirituality. The announcement of his death so shook
Hezekiah that he prayed so deeply that God answered and gave him
fifteen extra years. But Hezekiah was permanently influenced. He
later could pray Israel out of danger when Rabshakeh and Assyria
defeated every Judean town and almost conquered Jerusalem. LORD,

teach me to get answers to prayer today, so I’ll be able to pray and get
answers when the day of extreme danger comes.

The events of chapter 38 occur before the events of Chapter 36
and 37. Why? Because Chapters 36 and 37 relate to Assyria, the
theme of the first half of the book and Isaiah puts them logically
together, even though they are out of order chronologically.
Chapters 38 and 39 deal with Babylon, the theme of the second half
of Isaiah. These chapters tell why Isaiah warns of the coming
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captivity by Babylon. LORD, I will read the scriptures and believe what

You have written.

Obviously, Hezekiah was moved to deep prayer when told he
would die of his sickness; then he prayed immediately from the depth
of his heart. God uses experiences to motivate us to a deeper walk
with Him. LORD, help me go deep with You–not out of fear–but out of

love. Give me a deeper love for You.

Apparently Isaiah didn’t get out of the king’s house before God
changed his mind and told Isaiah to go back with a second message,
“Thus saith the LORD . . . I have heard thy prayers” (38:5). As a result
Hezekiah was the only one in history that knew the year of his death.
What would you do if you knew the exact time of your death? Would
you goof off until the last moment, and then get right with God? Or
would you become neurotic, living a “fast-forward” life of service,
trying to get as much done before the appointed time? LORD, I’m glad

I don’t know the exact time of my death so I can live a normal life for
You. I will pray fervently every day as though it’s my last day on earth.
I will plan and pray patiently as though I have a long life ahead of me.
For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

God gave Hezekiah a sign, i.e., the shadow on the sun dial would
go backward on the steps. Apparently this particular sun dial wasn’t
one like a small sundial on a pedestal in the garden. It was a giant
marker that counted time by casting a shadow on literal steps.
Inscriptions on the steps indicated passing of time. How God did this
miracle is not explained. It could have been an actual reverse of the
rotation of the earth on its axis, but that could have an implication on
other coordinated events in the geophysical universe. God probably
bent the light rays so the shadow went backward. LORD, I don’t

question how You do the miracles of the Bible. Sometimes You use
natural events to accomplish Your purpose. Sometimes You create a
higher law to override existing laws. I don’t always understand how
You do it, but I believe what I read in scriptures. Sometimes I
understand what I believe, and sometimes I don’t know how You did
it. I just believe, because I know You can do all things.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
VISITORS FROM BABYLON
Isaiah 39
At that time, Merodach-Baladan, (721 to 710 B.C.) the son of Baladan,
was king of Babylon. He sent letters and a gift to Hezekiah. He
did this, because he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick
and was now well. Hezekiah was happy to see the envoys. So,
he showed them what was in his store-houses: the silver, the
gold, the spices, and the expensive perfumes. He showed them
his swords and shields. He showed them all his wealth. He
showed them everything in his palace and in his kingdom.
Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah and asked Hezekiah,
“What did these men say? Where did they come from?”
Hezekiah said, “They came from a faraway country. They came to me
from Babylon.”
So Isaiah asked him, “What did they see in your palace?”
Hezekiah said, “They saw everything in my palace. I showed them all
my wealth.”
Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah: “Listen to the words of the LORD of the
armies of heaven: ‘In the future, everything in your palace will
be taken away to Babylon. Everything your ancestors have
stored up until this day will be taken away. Nothing will be left.’
says the LORD. Some of your own children will be taken away.
Those who will be born to you will be taken away. And, they will
become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.”
Hezekiah told Isaiah, “These words from the LORD are good.” (He said
this because he thought, ‘There will be peace and security
while I am king.”)
MY TIME TO PRAY
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This chapter introduces the rest of the book of Isaiah, where he
focuses on the coming captivity of Israel by Babylon. After Hezekiah
got well of his disease, the king of Babylon sent an envoy and letters
to congratulate Hezekiah. This incident lead to Hezekiah’s foolish
mistake, done in vanity and pride. He showed the Babylonians “all
that was found in his treasures” (39:2). LORD, keep me from bragging

about anything that I am, or anything I possess. I give you thanks for
everything I possess. May I use all my talents and “things” for Your
glory.

The Bible states, “Then came Isaiah” (39:3). Suggesting the
prophet was not with Hezekiah when he showed everything to the
Babylonians. Isaiah asked two questions, “What said these men?”
and, “What have they seen?” LORD, may I learn to ask questions

before I accuse others of doing wrong things. Give me a wise heart.

Isaiah predicts two things. “All that is in thy house . . . shall be
carried to Babylon,” and “thy sons that shall issue from thee . . . shall
be eunuchs in Babylon.” With this judgment was a word of hope.
Remember, Hezekiah did not have any sons. If he had died in the
previous chapter, there would have been no heir to the throne. Also,
presumably, the line of the Messiah would have been cut off. So when
Hezekiah is told he will have sons—Manasseh was not yet born—it
was a sweet promise in his ears. What was Hezekiah’s response?
“Good is the Word of the LORD.” LORD, Your word is always good—

when spoken in judgment as promised—because You will carry out
Your will. I yield to Your good will for my life.

Let’s learn the lesson that even when God is doing great things
in our life, sometimes evil things also happen. In every garden of
vegetables, there are weeds. Every baby born to new life also has the
seeds of aging and death within his body. LORD, accomplish good in

my life, and give me wisdom to see evil seeds and help me destroy
them before they harm Your work. LORD, I wish life were perfect
without evil, but it’s not. May I glorify You in all I do.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR GOD’S PEOPLE
Isaiah 40
Your God says,
“Comfort, comfort My people.
Speak kindly to the people of Jerusalem;
Tell them that their time of service is finished,
Tell them that they have paid for their sins.
Tell them that the LORD has punished Jerusalem twice
For every sin they did.”
This is the voice of a man who calls out: “Prepare in the desert
The way for the LORD.
Make the road in the dry lands
Straight for our God.
Every valley should be raised up;
Every mountain and hill should be made flat.
The rough ground should be made level;
The rugged ground should be made smooth.
Then the splendor of the LORD will be shown;
All mankind together will see it.
The LORD Himself said these things.” A voice says, “Cry out.”
Then I said, “What shall I cry out?”
“All mankind are like the grass,
And, all their strength is like the flowers of the field.
The grass dies and the flowers fall;
This is because the breath of the LORD blows on them;
Surely the people are like grass.
The grass dies and the flowers fall off
But the word of our God will live forever.”
O Zion, you have good news to tell;
Go up on a high mountain.
O Jerusalem, you have good news to tell;
Shout out the good news loud.
Shout it out, and don’t be afraid;
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Say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God.”
Look, the LORD is coming with power;
He will use His power to rule all of the people.
Look, He will bring a reward for His people;
He will have their payment with Him.
The LORD takes care of His people like a shepherd,
He gathers the people like lambs in His arms;
He carries them close to His chest.
He gently leads the mothers of the lambs.
Who has measured the oceans in the palm of His hand? Only God.
Who has used His hand to measure the sky?
Who has used a bowl to measure all the dust of the earth?
Who has used scales to weigh the mountains and hills?
Who has known the mind of the LORD?
Who has been able to give the LORD advice?
Whom did the LORD ask for help?
Who taught Him the right way?
Who taught the LORD knowledge?
Who showed Him the way to understanding?
The nations are like a small drop in a bucket,
They are no more than the dust on His measuring scales;
To Him, the islands are no more than fine dust on His scales.
All the trees in Lebanon are not enough for the altar fires,
And, all the animals in Lebanon are not enough for whole burntofferings.
Compared to the LORD, all the nations are worth nothing;
To Him, they are less than nothing.
Can you compare God to anything? No!
Can you compare Him to an image of anything?
An idol is formed by a craftsman
And, another man covers it with gold
And he makes silver chains for it.
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A poor man cannot buy those expensive statues
So, he finds a skilled workman
To make it into an idol that will not fall over.
Surely you know. Surely you have heard;
Surely someone told you in the beginning,
Surely you understand how the earth was created.
God sits on His throne above the circle of the earth,
And, compared to Him, people seem like grasshoppers.
He stretches out the skies like a piece of cloth;
He spreads them out like a tent to sit under.
He makes rulers unimportant;
He makes the judges of this world worth nothing.
They are like plants that are placed in the ground;
They are like seeds that are planted.
As soon as they begin to grow strong,
He blows on them and they die;
The wind blows them away like chaff.
Our God, the Holy One, says, “Can you compare Me to anyone? No.
Is anyone equal to Me?
Look up to the skies;
Who created all these stars?
He leads out all the army of heaven one by one;
He calls all the stars by name.
He is very strong and full of power,
So, not one of them is missing.
O people of Jacob, why do you complain?
O people of Israel, why do you say,
“The LORD does not see what happens to me,
God does not care if I am treated fairly.”
Surely you know;
Surely you have heard.
The LORD is the God who lives forever,
He created all the world.
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He does not become tired or need to rest;
No one can understand how great His wisdom is.
The LORD gives strength to those who are tired;
He gives more power to those who are weak.
Even boys become tired and need to rest;
Even young men trip and fall.
But the people who trust in the LORD will become strong again;
They will be able to soar as an eagle in the sky.
They will run without needing rest,
They will walk without becoming tired.
MY TIME TO PRAY
When you turn the page into the second half of Israel, it’s like
walking out of darkness into light (Chapter 1-34 tells of the
punishment of God on Israel and the surrounding nations for their
sin. Chapter 40-66 tells the salvation of God after he pardons our
sins). The cry of COMFORT follows true repentance, so this is a view of
Israel’s future, “Her warfare is ended” (40:2). LORD, I yearn to feel your

comfort after You pardon my sin. It feels good to feel good because
You’ve renewed my Spirit.

Isaiah predicts the coming ministry of John the Baptist who
was “the voice of one crying in the wilderness” (40:3). He predicts
the spiritual preparation necessary of the coming of the Messiah, i.e.,
the LORD Jesus Christ. The reference to the “valley . . . mountain . . .
rough ground” describes the work of God in the hearts, not just the
physical transformation of the planet at the end of this age. LORD,

smooth out the rough ground in my heart so Your glory will be
revealed in my life. LORD, I want to see Jesus as did John the Apostle
who said, “We beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father” (John 1:14).
This promise is for more than all Israel—the Jews—it is for “all
flesh.” LORD, You “take away the sins of the world” (John 1:29). LORD,

You “reconcile the world to yourself” (2 Cor. 5:19, ELT). LORD, You were
“the propitiation . . . for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). LORD,
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not everyone receives Your salvation, but You made it possible “for
all flesh shall see it” (40:5).

God’s power will save great numbers in a great way. Isaiah
says “don’t doubt it” but “lift up your eyes to see His greatness”
(40:26, ELT). God erected the stars, and He leads them like a mighty
army. There are trillions upon trillions of stars according to recent
research, yet God, “calleth them all by names.” If God can keep up
with the stars and call them by name, we can’t get lost in God’s plan of
care. LORD, I marvel that You would care for me, and know me, and

guide me.

Isaiah compares the strong young man who runs mightily, to
those who “wait upon the LORD.” The strong faints and fails, but those
who enjoy God’s presence renew their strength . . . walk . . . run . . .
mount up like eagles. LORD, I am not strong in myself, but I will abide

in You for strength. I will pray for energy to walk. Fill me with the Holy
Spirit to run. When You take over my life, I will mount up with wings of
eagles.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
God Will Be with His People
Isaiah 41
The LORD says, “Faraway countries, be silent in My presence!
Let the nations become strong.
Come to Me and speak;
We will meet together to decide who is right.
Who caused the man to come from the east?
Who gives the man victories everywhere he goes?
The one who brought him gives nations over to him;
He defeats kings for him.
The man uses his sword, and the kings become like dust;
He uses his bow, and they are blown away like chaff.
He chases them and is never hurt;
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He goes places where he has never been before.
“Who caused this to happen?
Who has controlled history since the beginning?
I, the LORD, am the One. I was here at the beginning
And, I will be here when all things are finished.”
All you faraway places, look and be afraid;
All you places far away on the earth, shake with fear.
Come close and listen to Me;
The craftsmen help each other,
They say to each other, “Be strong.”
The man who carves wood encourages the man who works with gold;
The workman who smoothes the metal with a hammer
encourages The man who shapes the metal.
This last workman says, “This metal work is good;”
He nails the statue to a base, so that it cannot topple over.
The LORD says, “O people of Israel, you are My servant,
O people of Jacob, I chose you.
You are from the family of My friend, Abraham. You were far away on
the earth;
I called you from a faraway country.
I said, ‘You are My servant,’
I have chosen you, and I have not turned against you.
So, don’t worry, because I am with you;
Don’t be afraid, because I am your God.
I will make you strong and will help you;
I will support you with my right hand that saves you.
“All those people who are angry with you
Will be ashamed and disgraced.
Those who are against you
Will disappear and be lost.
You will look for your enemies,
But you will not find them.
Those who fought against you
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Will vanish completely.
I am the LORD, your God,
I am holding your right hand.
And I tell you, ‘Don’t be afraid,
I will help you.’
You few people of Israel who are left,
Don’t be afraid, even though you are as weak as a worm.
I Myself will help you,” says the LORD,
“I am the One who saves you, the Holy One of Israel.
Look, I have made you like a threshing-board;
You are new, with many sharp teeth.
So, you will walk on mountains and crush them;
You will make the hills like chaff.
You will throw them into the air
And, the wind will carry them away;
A windstorm will scatter them.
Then you will be happy in the LORD,
You will be proud of the Holy One of Israel.
“The poor people and needy people look for water
But they can’t find any;
Their tongues are dry with thirst.
But I, the LORD, will answer their prayers;
I, the God of Israel, will not leave them to die.
I will cause rivers to flow on the dry hills,
I will make springs of water flow through the valleys.
I will change the desert into a pool of water,
I will change the dry land into springs of water.
I will make trees grow in the desert;
There will be cedars, acacia, myrtle, and olive trees.
I will put pine trees, fir trees, and cypress trees
In the desert, growing together.
People will see these things and understand;
Together they will think carefully about these things.
They will know that the hand of the LORD has done this,
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That the Holy One of Israel created these things.”
The LORD says, “Present your case”;
The LORD, the King of Jacob, says, “Tell Me your arguments.
Bring in your idols to tell us
What is going to happen.
Have them tell us what happened in the beginning
Then we will think about these things,
Then we will know how they will turn out.
Tell us what will happen in the future,
Tell us what is coming next,
Then we will believe that you are gods.
Do something, whether it is good or bad;
Make us afraid of you.
You false gods are less than nothing,
You are disgusting;
Those who worship you are detestable.
“I have incited someone to come out of the north;
I have called by name a man from the east, and he knows Me.
He walks on kings as if they were mud,
He walks on them as a potter walks on the clay.
Who told us about this before it happened?
Who told us ahead of time, so that we could say: ‘He was right’?
None of you told us anything,
None of you told us before it happened;
No one heard you tell about it.
The LORD was the first one to tell Zion that the people were coming
home;
I sent a messenger to Jerusalem with the good news.
I look at the idols, but not a single one of them can answer;
Not one of them can give advice,
None of them can answer My questions.
Look, all these idols are false gods;
They cannot do anything,
Their metal images are only empty wind.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
In this chapter Isaiah predicts the coming of Cyrus the Great,
King of Persia (558-529) who would defeat Israel’s two greatest
enemies, i.e., Assyria and Babylon. He is described, “The righteous
man from the east” (41:2, ELT). Later God says, “I have raised up one
from the North (of Israel) and he shall come from the rising of the sun
(east of Israel)” (41:25). This one will come from Persia. Later in
Isaiah 44:28, he is called Cyrus, the one who allowed the rebuilding of
Jerusalem. LORD, You predicted the future, no one can do that, You

know the past as well as the future, You are the eternal One. I worship
Your eternal nature, and place my future in Your hands because You
know what will happen.

The LORD rebukes Israel for worshipping idols by asking, can
they “show us what will happen” (41:23, ELT)? No, idols “are of
nothing” (41:24). Then God again says only He can predict the future.

LORD, I trust You the Creator, I worship You who has all life in Your
hand.
The LORD tells Israel, “Fear not . . . be not dismayed . . .” because
he will help them and save them. The LORD promises, “I am Your God, I
will strengthen you . . . I will help you . . . I will support you” (41:10, ELT).
This is a promise to all of God’s people in suffering. LORD, You may not

remove my trial, but You will help me through it. LORD, You may not
alleviate my suffering, but You will give me strength to endure it.
LORD, you may not take away my defeat, but You will be with me when
it comes. LORD, I accept Your presence and depend upon Your plan
for my life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD’S SERVANT
Isaiah 42
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“Here is My Servant,
He is the one I chose, and I am pleased with him.
I will put my Spirit in him
And, he will bring justice to all the nations.
He will not cry out or yell;
He will not speak loudly in the streets.
He will not break a crushed blade of grass;
He will not put out even a wick which is barely burning.
He will bring justice and find what is true,
He will not lose hope or give up until he brings justice to the
world, And, people far away will trust his teachings.”
The LORD said these things. He created the skies and stretched them
out;
He spread out the earth and everything on it.
He gives life to all people on earth,
He gives life to everyone who walks on the earth.
The LORD says, “I called you to do right
And, I will hold your hand.
I will protect you;
You will be the sign of My covenant with the people,
You will be a light to shine for all people.
You will help the blind to see,
You will free those who are in prison,
You will lead those who live in darkness out of their prison.
“I am the LORD. That is My Name;
I will not give My glory to another,
I will not let idols take the praise that should be Mine.
The things I said would happen have happened,
And, now I tell you about new things.
Before those things happen,
I tell you about them.
PRAISE THE LORD IN SONG
Sing a new song to the LORD,
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Sing His praise everywhere on the earth.
Praise Him, you people who sail on the seas
And you animals who live in them;
Praise Him, you people who live in faraway places.
The deserts and their cities should praise Him,
The settlements of Kedar should praise Him.
The people who live in Sela should sing
They should sing from the mountain-tops.
They should give glory to the LORD;
People in faraway lands should praise Him.
The LORD will march out like a strong soldier,
He will be excited, like a man ready to fight a war.
He will shout out the battle cry
And, He will defeat His enemies.”
The LORD says, “For a long time I have said nothing,
I have been quiet and held Myself back.
But now I will cry out;
I will scream like a woman giving birth to a child.
I will destroy the hills and mountains,
I will dry up all the plants that grow there.
I will make the rivers become dry land,
I will dry up the pools of water.
Then I will lead the blind people along a way they never knew,
I will guide them along paths they have not known.
I will make the darkness become light for them,
And, I will make the rough ground smooth.
These are the things I will do;
I will not abandon My people.
But some people trust in idols,
They say to their statutes:
‘You are our gods’;
Those people will be rejected in disgrace.”
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ARE STUBBORN
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The LORD says, “You who are deaf, listen to me;
You who are blind, look and see.
No one is more blind than My servant Israel;
The messenger whom I send is the most deaf.
No one is more blind than the person I own;
No one is more blind than the servant of the LORD.
Israel, you have seen much, but you have not obeyed;
You have heard, but you refuse to listen.”
The LORD made His teachings wonderful,
He did this because He is good.
These people have been plundered and robbed,
They are trapped in pits;
They are locked up in prison.
Like robbers, enemies have taken them away,
There is no one to save them.
Enemies carried them off
And no one said, “Bring them back.”
Will any of you listen to this?
Will you listen carefully in the future?
Who let the people of Jacob be carried off?
Who let robbers take Israel away?
The LORD allowed this to happen
Because we sinned against Him.
We did not live the way that the LORD wanted us to live,
We did not obey His teaching.
So, the LORD became very angry with us,
He brought terrible wars against us.
It was as if the people of Israel had fire all around them
But they did not understand what was happening.
It was as if they were burning
But they didn’t pay any attention.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Who is the Servant (42:1) that Isaiah introduces? Some say it is
Cyrus the Great—a Gentile—who makes the correct judgment to
send the Jews back to the Promised Land to rebuild Jerusalem.
Others have tried to say the “Servant” is the nation Israel. But an
honest reading of the text concludes the “Servant” is the Messiah,
Jesus Christ. In the end times He will judge all people and nations.
The reference to “the isles” and “a light to the Gentiles” points to the
world-wide ministry of Jesus Christ. As great as Jesus Christ is, He is
called a “Servant.” LORD, I want to be Your servant. May I serve You in

every little way, as I live. But also LORD, use my service in a way that
is bigger than I could ever conceive or dream.

The coming Messiah will be gentle, as one who will not break a
bruised reed; meaning those who have been wounded by sin he will
nurture. Jesus will not put out a flickering flame that’s trying to burn;
meaning when my weak light tries to shine for Him, He won’t snuff it
out. LORD, I’m a bruised reed and a flickering flame compared to

others. Help me in my weakness. See what I’m trying to do for You,
and help me do it. This little light of mine, use it to shine in dark
places.

The Messiah will “open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from
the prison” (42:7). LORD, thank You for opening my spiritually blind

eyes so I can behold wonderful things from Your law (Ps. 119:18).
LORD, thank You for delivering me from the prison house of sin and
making me free (John 8:36).

Because of what Messiah will do, we are to “sing to the LORD a
new song” (42:10). LORD, I sing happily of my redemption. I sing

happily of my new assurance. I sing happily because You guide me
daily. I give glory to You my LORD (42:12).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD WILL TAKE CARE OF HIS PEOPLE
Isaiah 43
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Now this is what the LORD says;
He created you, O people of Jacob,
He formed you, O people of Israel.
He says, “Don’t be afraid, because I have saved you;
I have called you by name, and you are Mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
When you cross rivers, you will not drown.
When you walk through fire, you will not be burned;
The flames will not hurt you.
This is because I, the LORD, am your Savior.
I provided Egypt to pay for you;
I provided Cush and Seba to make you Mine.
You are precious to Me;
I give you honor, and I love you.
So, I will provide other people in your place;
Other nations in exchange for your life.
So, don’t be afraid. I am with you;
I will gather your children from the east,
I will gather you from the west.
I will tell the north: Give My people to Me;
I will tell the south: Don’t keep My people in prison.
Bring My sons from far away,
Bring My daughters from faraway places.
Bring to Me all the people who are Mine,
I made them for My glory;
I formed them; I made them.”
Bring out the people who have eyes but don’t see,
Bring out those who have ears but don’t hear.
All the nations should gather together,
All the people should come together.
Which of their gods said that this would happen?
Which ones proclaimed to us the former things?
They should bring their witnesses to prove that they were right,
Then others will say, “It is true.”
The LORD says, “You are My witnesses,
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You are the servant I chose.
I chose you, so that you would know and believe Me;
I chose you, so that you would understand that I am the true
God.
There was no God before Me,
And there will be no God after Me.
I myself am the LORD,
I am the only Savior.
I Myself have spoken to you, saved you, and told you these things;
It is not some foreign god among you.
You are my witnesses, and I am God,”
Says the LORD;
“I have always been God,
No one can save people from My power;
When I do something, no one can reverse it.”
This is what the lord says;
He is the Holy One of Israel who saves you.
He says, “I will send armies to Babylon for you;
All the Babylonians will be captured.
They will be taken away in their ships that they are proud of;
I am the LORD, your Holy One,
I made Israel. I am your King.”
This is what the LORD says,
He is the one who made a road through the sea;
Even through rough waters, He made a path for His people.
He is the one who defeated the chariots and horses,
He defeated the mighty armies.
They fell together, and they will never rise again;
They were destroyed as a flame is put out.
The LORD says, “Forget what happened before,
Don’t think about the past.
Look at the new thing that I am going to do;
It is already happening. Don’t you see it?
I will make a road in the desert,
I will make rivers in the dry land.
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Even the wild animals will be thankful to Me,
The wild dogs and owls will honor Me.
They will honor Me when I provide water in the desert,
They will honor Me when I make rivers in the dry land.
I will do this to give water to My people, the ones whom I chose;
These are the people I made
And, they will sing songs to praise Me.
“O people of Jacob, you have not called to Me;
O people of Israel, you have become tired of Me.
You have not brought your sacrifices of sheep to Me,
You have not honored Me by bringing sacrifices to Me.
I didn’t force you to give sacrifices to Me,
I didn’t force you to burn incense until you became tired.
So, you didn’t buy incense for Me;
You didn’t bring fat from your sacrifices to Me freely.
Instead, you have weighed Me down with your many sins;
You have made Me tired of your many wrongs.
“I, I am the One who forgives all your sins,
I do this to please Myself;
I will not remember your sins.
But you should remind Me,
Let us meet and decide what is right;
Tell what you have done and show that you are right.
Your first father sinned
And, your leaders have turned against Me.
So, I will make your holy rulers not holy
And, I will bring destruction upon the people of Jacob,
And, I will let Israel be insulted.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The comforting message of Isaiah is, “Fear not: for I have
redeemed thee” (43:1, KJV). This theme of redemption appears 22
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times in the “Servant” passage of Isaiah. This redemption is
threefold; (1) physical bondage, for they would go to Babylon as
slaves, (2) personal bondage, for God will save His people from
addiction to sin, (3) eschatological redemption, God will bring Israel
into the Millennial Kingdom in the future. In this redemption, God’s
grace is emphasized because Israel doesn’t deserve redemption, it’s
all God’s doing. LORD, You have forgiven my sins, I don’t deserve it.

Thank You for Your grace. LORD, You have delivered me from sin’s
addiction, it’s not my power but Your power. Thank You for Your
mercy when I was weak. LORD, You will save me in the future and
deliver me to heaven, I worship You for everything that is good.
The LORD promises them deliverance through . . . waters . . .
rivers . . . fire (43:2). These were both physical and spiritual
deliverance. LORD, when I go through deep waters of trials, thank You

for being with me. When I go through threatening rivers of sufferings,
thank You for not letting them overflow me. When I go through the
fires of persecution, the flame will not destroy me (I may die, but I’ll
live with You in heaven). And LORD, when I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, You will be with me. Thank You and Amen.

The LORD promises to bring Israel back to the land, long before
Babylon destroyed the Temple and burnt Jerusalem. God says He will
bring these back from “the east . . . the west . . . the north . . . the south .
. . and the ends of the earth” (43:5-6). We see the beginning of this
miracle in modern day Israel, yet one day “all Israel will be saved”
(Rom. 11:26) and dwell in the promise land. LORD, this is too great for

humans to expect, but I know it will happen because You promised it
in the Word of God. Help me to understand Your greatness and
worship You because of it.

God promised, “I . . . will . . . give thee for a covenant of the
people, for a light of the Gentiles” (42:6, KJV). God did this when He sat
Jesus the light of the world to offer salvation to all—Jew and Gentile.

LORD, thank You that Christ died for all, that He died for me.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD
Isaiah 44
The LORD says,
“O people of Jacob, you are My servants,
Listen to Me;
O people of Israel, I chose you.”
This is what the LORD says. He made you,
He formed you when you were in your mother’s body
And, He will help you.
The LORD says, “O people of Jacob, My servants, don’t be afraid;
Israel, I chose you.
I will pour out water for the thirsty land,
I will make streams flow on dry land.
I will pour My Spirit upon your children,
My blessings will be like a stream of water flowing over your
family.
Your children will grow like a tree in the grass,
They will be like poplar trees growing beside streams of water.
One person will say, ‘I belong to the LORD,’
Another will use the name of Jacob.
Another will sign his name ‘I am the LORD’s,’
And, another will use the name of Israel.”
The LORD is the King of Israel,
The LORD of the armies of heaven saves Israel.
The LORD says, “I am the Beginning and the End;
I am the only God.
There is no other God like Me;
If there is, then that god should come and prove it.
Who has announced coming events from the beginning?
He should tell what will happen in the future.
Don’t be afraid. Don’t worry,
I have always told you what will happen.
You are My witnesses,
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There is no other God;
I know of no other Rock. I am the only One.”
Some people make idols, but they are worth nothing;
People love them, but they are useless.
Those people are witnesses on behalf of the statues. But those
people cannot see;
They know nothing. They don’t know enough to be ashamed.
Who made these false gods?
Who made these useless idols?
The workmen who made those gods will be ashamed,
Those craftsmen are only human.
If they all came together
They would all be ashamed and afraid.
One blacksmith uses tools to heat iron,
He works over hot coals.
He uses his hammer to beat the metal and make a statue,
He uses his powerful arms.
But when he becomes hungry, he loses his power;
If he does not drink water, he becomes tired.
Another carpenter uses a line and a compass
To draw lines on the wood.
Then he uses his chisels to cut a statue from wood;
He uses his calipers to measure the statue.
This way, the workman makes the wood look exactly like a man
And, this statue of a man sits in the house.
A man cuts down a cedar tree
Or gets a cypress tree or an oak tree.
Those trees grew by their own power in the forest,
Or, he plants a pine tree, and the rain makes it grow.
Then he burns the tree,
He uses some of the wood for a fire to keep himself warm;
He also starts a fire to bake his bread.
But he uses part of the wood to make a god. Then he worships it;
He makes the idols and bows down to it.
The man burns half of the wood in the fire,
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He uses the fire to cook his meat
And, he eats the meat until he is full.
He burns the wood to keep himself warm. He thinks:
“Good! Now I am warm. I can see because of the fire’s light.”
But the man makes a statue from the wood that is left. He calls it his
god;
He bows down to it and worships it.
He prays to it and says:
“You are my god. Save me.”
Those people don’t know what they are doing. They don’t understand;
It is as if their eyes are covered, so that they cannot see,
Their minds don’t understand.
They have not thought about these things,
They don’t understand.
They have never thought to themselves:
“I burned half of the wood in the fire,
I used the hot coals to bake my bread,
I cooked and ate my meat.
And, I used the wood that was left over to make this disgusting thing;
I am worshiping a block of wood.”
He doesn’t know what he is doing,
His confused mind leads him the wrong way.
He cannot save himself,
He cannot say: “This statue that I am holding is a false god.”
THE LORD HAS CREATED EVERYTHING
The LORD says, “O people of Jacob, remember these things;
O people of Israel, remember that you are My servants.
I made you. You are My servants;
So, Israel, I will not forget you.
I have swept away your sins like a big cloud,
I have removed your sins like a cloud that disappears into the
air.
Come back to Me, because I saved you;
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O skies, sing for joy because the LORD did great things;
O earth, shout for joy, even in your deepest parts.
Sing, you mountains, with thanks to God;
Sing, you trees in the forest also.
The LORD saved the people of Jacob,
The LORD showed His greatness when He saved Israel.
The LORD saved you,
He formed you while you were still in your mother’s body.
The LORD says, “I, the LORD, made everything,
I alone stretched out the skies;
I spread out the earth by Myself.
I show that the so-called “signs” of the lying prophets are false;
I make fools of those who do magic.
I confuse even wise men,
They think they know much, but I make them look foolish.
I make the messages of My servants come true,
I cause the advice of My messengers to come true.
I say to Jerusalem:
‘People will live in you again.’
I say to the towns of Judah:
‘You will be built again.’
I say to Jerusalem’s ruins:
‘I will repair you.’
I tell the deep water, ‘Become dry,
I will make your streams become dry.’
I say of Cyrus (559-530 B.C.):
‘He is My shepherd;
He will do everything that I want him to do.
He will say to Jerusalem:
“You will be built again.”
He will tell the temple:
“Your foundations will be rebuilt.”’”
MY TIME TO PRAY

Page 144 of 216

How can you not stop reading and start praying when you read
what God promises, “I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground” (44:3)? Who doesn’t want to be
refreshed by the LORD? LORD, I want to be renewed by You. I want to

“spring up as grass.” LORD, pour water on me that I may live and be
fruitful. I live in a desert and everything around me seems dry. LORD,
I’m thirsty. Pour right here where I’m standing.

Isaiah emphasizes the high and lofty nature of God. The idols
that Israel was worshipping in Isaiah’s time were nothing compared
to God. God “is the first” and God is “the last,” and He says “beside Me
there is no God” (44:6). LORD, You are the true God, the only God. You

have told me, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3,
KJV). LORD, forgive me from putting my schedule before You, and I’m
sorry when I put “stuff” before You. LORD, teach me that You are the
only God, and there’s nothing besides You.

Israel was blinded by her sin of idolatry. Because of their
rebellion against God, He hath “shut their eyes, so that they cannot
see; and their hearts, so that they cannot understand” (44:18). In the
same way, I stand among Americans who are spiritually blind
because they have rebelled against God. Because they have rebelled
in their hearts against God, they turn to evolution to explain the origin
of things. But all creation comes from a Creator, and laws come from
a Lawgiver, and truth comes from God who calls things as they are.

LORD, I yield to Your greatness, and I bow before You as the Creator. I
praise You for Your laws that hold everything in order, and I
acknowledge Your truth.

What does the individual swallow who rejects God? “He feeds
on ashes” (44:20, KJV). What a terrible diet, there is nothing
nutritious in ashes. Yet, that’s what the individual feeds himself
when he rejects God. Music without God is ashes. Enjoyment without
God is ashes. All is ashes that leave out God. LORD, come feed me the

bread of life, and satisfy the longings of my heart with Your living
water. Ah, You’re good.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
GOD COMMISSIONS CYRUS
Isaiah 45
This is what the LORD says to Cyrus, His anointed king:
“I hold your right hand.
I will help you defeat nations,
I will help you take the power of other kings away.
I will open doors for you
So that city gates will not stop you.
I will go ahead of you
And, I will make the mountains flat.
I will break down the bronze gates of the cities,
I will cut through the iron bars on the gates.
I will give you the wealth that is stored away
And, I will give you hidden riches.
I will do this, that so you will know that I am the LORD;
I, the God of Israel, call you by name.
I do these things for My servants, the people of Jacob;
I do these things for My chosen people, the Israelites.
Cyrus, I call you by name;
I give you a title of honor even though you don’t know Me.
I am the LORD. There is no other God;
I am the only God.
I will make you strong
Even though you don’t know Me.
I do these things, so that everyone will know
There is no other God.
From the east to the west, they will know
That I alone am the LORD.
I made the light and the darkness,
I bring peace, and I cause troubles;
I, the LORD, do all these things.
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“O sky above, make victory fall like rain;
O clouds, pour down victory.
May the earth receive it,
May salvation grow.
May victory grow with it;
I, the LORD, have created it.
THE LORD WILL SAVE ISRAEL
“How terrible it will be for those who argue with the God who made
them;
They are like one piece of broken pottery among many pieces.
The clay does not ask the potter,
‘What are you doing?’
The thing that is made doesn’t say to its maker,
‘You have no hands.’
How terrible it will be for the child who says to his father,
‘Why are you giving me life?’
How terrible it will be for the child who says to his mother,
‘Why are you giving birth to me?’”
The LORD is the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker,
He says this: “You ask Me about what will happen;
You question Me about My children,
You give Me orders about what I have made.
I made the earth
And I made all the people living in it.
With My own hands, I stretched out the skies;
I command all the armies in the sky.
I will bring Cyrus to do good things
And, I will make his work easy.
Cyrus will rebuild My city,
And he will set My people free.
Cyrus has not been paid to do these things;
The LORD of the armies of heaven says this.”

Page 147 of 216

The LORD says, “The things made in Egypt and Cush
And the tall people of Seba will come to you.
They will become yours;
The Sabean will walk behind you,
They will come along in chains.
They will bow down before you,
They will pray to you, saying,
‘God is only with you
And, there is no other God.’”
You are a God whom people cannot see,
You are the God and Savior of Israel.
All the people who make idols will be put to great shame,
They will go off together in disgrace.
But Israel will be saved by the LORD,
That salvation will continue forever;
Never again will Israel be put to shame.
The LORD created the heavens;
He is the God who formed the earth,
He made the earth.
But He did not want it to be empty;
He wanted life to be on the earth.
This is what the LORD says:
“I am the LORD. There is no other God;
I did not speak in secret,
I did not hide My words somewhere in a dark place.
I did not tell the family of Jacob
To look for Me in empty places.
I am the LORD, and I speak the truth;
I say what is right.”
THE FALSE GODS OF BABYLON
“You people have escaped from other nations
So, gather together and come in My presence;
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Come near together.
People who carry idols of wood don’t know what they are doing;
They pray to a god who cannot save them.
Tell these people to come to Me,
Let them talk about these things together.
Who told you long ago that this would happen?
Who told about it long ago?
I, the LORD, said these things;
There is no other God besides Me.
I am the only righteous God. I am the Savior;
There is no other God besides Me.
“All people everywhere
Follow Me and be saved.
I am God. There is no other God;
I will make a promise by My own power.
And My promise is true;
What I say will not be changed.
I promise that everyone will bow in front of Me;
Everyone will promise to follow Me.
People will say: `Righteousness and power
Come only from the LORD.’”
Everyone who has been angry with the LORD
Will come to Him and be ashamed.
But with the LORD’s help, the people of Israel
Will be found to be good,
And they will praise Him.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Again God predicts Cyrus will set Israel free, and “Cyrus will
rebuild My city” (45:13, PEB). God calls one heathen world ruler by
name over 150 years before he was born. Why? Because Cyrus
moved the forces of history to allow the Jews to return from captivity
and rebuild Jerusalem (read Ezra and Nehemiah). LORD, You are the
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God who controls history. You set nations up and You tear them
down. I worship Your awesome power, seen in so many ways.

Isaiah makes an unusual statement about God, “I form the light
and create darkness” (45:7, KJV). That’s easy to explain, before
creation there was only God, nothing else existed. There was no light
and no darkness. So on the second day God created the existence of
light and two days later created light holders, i.e., the sun and stars.
And what is darkness but the absence of light? Then God says, “I
make peace and create evil” (45:7, KJV). That’s tough to interpret,
because it appears God is the author of evil. There are two answers
to this problem. First, the Hebrew word here is “trouble” not “evil”
which can be problems or difficult circumstances without moral
connotations. Second, God didn’t create evil, but created the
situation where evil was formed. God gave Adam and Eve free choice,
i.e., the liberty to do right or wrong. When they chose to disobey God,
sin or evil was introduced into the world. LORD, thank You for

freedom. At times my freedom has gotten me in trouble, but on one
occasion I chose Christ as My Savior. Now, I am a follower of Jesus
Christ. Thank You for freedom to choose Christ.
Note the phrase “salvation will continue forever” (45:17, PEB).

When God gives you eternal life, it lasts forever. Jesus said “Most
assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment,
but has passed from death into life” (John 5:24). LORD, I have heard

Your words and I believe them. I belong to You, therefore I shall not
come into condemnation, but have passed from death to life. I have
eternal life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
TITLE
Isaiah 46
Bel bows down and Nebo stoops low;
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Their idols are carried by animals.
The statues are only heavy loads that must be carried,
They only make people tired.
These false gods will all bow down,
They cannot save themselves;
They will all be carried away like prisoners.
“O household of Jacob, listen to Me;
All you people from Israel who are still alive, listen.
I have carried you since you were born,
I have taken care of you from your birth.
Even when you are old, I will take care of you;
Even when your hair has turned gray, I will take care of you.
I made you and will take care of you,
I will carry you, and I will rescue you.
“Can you compare Me to anyone?
No one is equal to Me or like Me.
Some people are rich with gold,
They weigh their silver on the scales.
They hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god
Then they bow down and worship it.
They put it on their shoulders and carry it;
They set it in its place, and there it stands;
It cannot move from its place.
People might yell at it, but it cannot answer,
It cannot save people from their troubles.
“Remember this, and don’t forget it;
Think about these things, you who turn against God.
Remember what happened long ago,
Remember that I am God. There is no other God;
I am God, and there is no one like Me.
From the beginning, I told you what would happen in the end;
A long time ago, I told you things that have not yet happened.
When I plan something, it happens;
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I do the things I want to do.
I am calling a man from the east to carry out my plan,
He will come like a hawk from a country far away.
I will make what I have said come true;
I will do what I have planned.
Listen to Me, you stubborn of heart,
You are far from what is right.
I will soon do the things that are right,
I will bring salvation soon.
I will save Jerusalem
And I will bring glory to Israel.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah notes a contrast between idols and the true LORD God.
“Their idols are carried by animals” (46:1, PEB), but Jehovah says, “I
have carried you since you were born” (46:3, PEB). The God of the
ages can do everything for us, why do we not believe Him and trust
Him? LORD, I know You are the God of the Ages, and You are the LORD

of the Heavens, I bow to worship You. You only can give life, You only
can guide and protect.
God asks, “Can You compare Me to anyone” (46:5, PEB)? The
obvious answer is NO! LORD, You are my shepherd, I will lie down in
green pastures with You. You lead me beside still waters, You restore
my soul. You lead me in right paths. When I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, You will be with me. You prepare a
sumptuous feast before me. You anoint me with the Holy Spirit and
my cup runs over. You will take me to live with You forever in Your
house.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST BABYLON
Isaiah 47
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The LORD says, “City of Babylon,
Go down and sit in the dirt.
O people of Babylon sit on the ground,
You are no longer the ruler.
You will no longer be called
Tender or beautiful;
You must use large stones to grind grain into flour.
Remove your veil and your nice skirts,
Uncover your legs and cross the rivers.
Men will see your nakedness,
They will see your shame.
I will punish you;
I will punish every one of you.”
Our Savior is named the LORD of the armies of heaven,
He is the Holy One of Israel.
“Babylon, sit in darkness and say nothing;
You will no longer be called the queen of kingdoms.
I was angry with My people
So, I rejected those people who belonged to Me.
I gave them to you
But you showed them no mercy.
You even made the old people
Work very hard.
You said: ‘I will live forever,
I will always be the queen.’
You didn’t think about these things,
You didn’t think about what would happen.
“Now, listen, you lover of pleasure,
You think you are safe.
You tell yourself:
‘I am the only important person.
I will never be a widow,
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I will never lose my children.’
Two things will happen to you
Suddenly in a single day;
You will lose your children and your husband.
These things will truly happen to you;
All your magic and powerful tricks
Will not save you.
You do evil things, but you feel safe;
You think: `No one sees what I do.’
Your wisdom and knowledge
Have fooled you.
You say to yourself:
‘I am God. No one is equal to me,’
But troubles will come to you;
You will not know how to stop them.
Disaster will fall on you
And you will not be able to keep it away.
You will be destroyed quickly,
You will not even see it coming.
Keep on using your tricks,
Continue doing all your magic;
You have done these things since you were young.
Maybe they will help you,
Maybe you will be able to scare someone.
You are tired of the advice that you have received
So, let those who study the sky come.
They tell the future by looking at the stars
So, let them save you from what is about to happen to you.
But they are like straw,
Fire will quickly burn them up.
They cannot save themselves
From the power of the fire.
They are not like coals that give warmth;
They are not like a fire that you might sit beside.
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You have worked with these people,
They have been with you since you were young,
But they will not be able to help you.
Everyone will go his own way
And, there will be no one left to save you.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
When Isaiah writes, the nation of Babylon is not yet a world
power. Assyria was the world powerhouse when Isaiah wrote this
chapter. So the prophet not only predicted that Assyria would
collapse, but that Babylon would destroy the Jewish nation and
Jerusalem. But Isaiah doesn’t leave it there, he predicts Babylon
would be destroyed. God says, “I will punish you” (47:3, PEB). LORD, I

have trusted my life into Your hands. You can see the future because
You planned it. LORD, I yield my life into Your plan and purpose. Guide
me today, help me do Your will for the future. Ah, it’s good to trust You
because You know what will happen.

God knew that Babylon would fall in one day to the MediaPersians. So God writes, “Suddenly in a single day” (47:9, PEB). LORD,

You know the big things that will happen in the future, but You also
know the small isolated things that will happen in each and every
day. It’s secure to trust You, a God like that.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD HOLDS THE FUTURE
Isaiah 48
LORD says, “O household of Jacob, listen to Me,
You are called Israel;
You come from the family of Judah.
You use the LORD’s name to make promises,
You praise the God of Israel
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But you are not honest or sincere.
You call yourselves citizens of the holy city,
You depend on the God of Israel;
He is named LORD of the armies of heaven.
Long ago, I told you what would happen;
I said these things and made them known;
Suddenly I acted, and these things happened.
I did that because I knew you were stubborn,
Your neck was like an iron muscle;
It was as if your forehead were made of bronze.
So, a long time ago, I told you about these things;
I told you about them before they happened.
I did this so that you couldn’t say: ‘My idols did this,
My wooden and metal statues made these things happen.’
“You heard and saw all the things that happened
So, you should tell this news to others.
Now I will tell you about new things,
These are hidden things that you don’t know yet.
These things are happening now, not long ago;
You have not heard about them before today.
So, you cannot say: `We already knew about that,’
But you have not heard Me. You have not understood;
Even long ago, you did not listen to Me.
I knew that you would surely turn against Me,
You have fought against Me since you were born.
However, for My own sake, I will be patient;
People will praise Me for not becoming angry
And destroying you.
Look, I have made you pure, but not by fire, as silver is made pure;
I have purified you by giving you troubles.
I do this for Myself, for My own sake;
I will not permit people to speak evil against Me,
I will not allow some false god take My glory.
“O people of Jacob, listen to Me;

Page 156 of 216

O people of Israel, I have called you to be My people.
I am God,
I am the beginning and the end.
I made the earth with My own hands;
With My right hand, I spread out the skies.
When I call them,
They come together before Me.
“All of you, come together and listen;
None of the false gods said these things would happen.
I, the LORD, have chosen someone
To attack the Babylonians;
He will carry out My wishes against Babylon.
I have spoken. I have called him;
I have brought him, and I will make him successful.
Come to Me and listen to this,
From the beginning, I have spoken openly;
From the time it began, I was there—
The LORD has sent me with His Spirit. The LORD is your close relative
who saves you, the Holy One of Israel;
The LORD says, “I am the LORD, your God,
I teach you to do what is good;
I lead you in the way that you should go.
If you had obeyed Me,
You would have had peace like a full-flowing river;
Good things would have flowed to you like the waves of the sea.
You would have had many children,
They would have been as many as the grains of sand.
They would never have died out;
They would not have been destroyed.
O My people, leave Babylon;
Run from the Babylonians.
Tell this news with shouts of joy to the people,
Spread it everywhere on earth.
Say: “The LORD has saved
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His servants, the people of Jacob.”
They did not become thirsty when He led them through the deserts,
He made water flow from a rock for them.
He split the rock
And water flowed out;
“There is no peace for evil people,” says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
What Isaiah said about the ancient people of Israel is true
about many modern Christians. “You praise the God of Israel, but you
are not honest or sincere” (48:1, PEB). LORD, see through my mask and

hypocrisy. I sing, “My Jesus I love Thee,” yet other things cloud my
view of You. I sing, “More love to Thee, O Christ,” yet I still have love
for the world in my heart. Cleanse me O God, and make me pure.
Forgive me and deal with me in mercy.
God should have punished Israel long before Isaiah’s day, but
He says, “For My own sake, I will be patient” (48:9, PEB). LORD, don’t

judge me instantly when I sin. I’m weak and I have a sinful nature
that tempts me. Be patient with me. Forgive me! Strengthen me to
overcome temptations. I want to be strong for Your glory. Take away
my bent to sinning. I want to be as perfect on earth as I will be one
day in heaven.
God has promised, “I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee
to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thee shouldest go.”
(48:17, KJV). LORD, I need this promise fulfilled in my life. Teach me

Yourself so I can worship You better and true. Teach me inner purity
so I can be a testimony to You. Teach me how to live so I will obey You
implicitly. Teach me how to serve You so I can advance Your
kingdom.

The last verse in this chapter is haunting, “There is no peace,
saith the LORD, unto the wicked” (48:22, KJV). My boss at a part-time
job in 1953 quoted this verse to me every time I tried to witness to
him. In essence he was telling me, “Since there is no peace for
wicked men like me, what can I do?” As I look back with more insight,
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I don’t think he was misinterpreting this verse. He liked his sin and
he didn’t want to change or repent. This verse was only an excuse for
him. LORD, the wicked have no inner peace or eternal joy. They find a

little earthly happiness in a whisky bottle, or some illicit sex. Help me
to tell them the only true peace is found in Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
LORD, I will pray for You to convict them of their sin and for the Holy
Spirit to bring them to salvation.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL IS GOD’S SERVANT
Isaiah 49
All of you people in faraway places, listen to me;
Listen, all you nations far away.
Before I was born, the LORD called me to serve Him;
The LORD named me while I was still in my mother’s body.
The LORD made my tongue like a sharp sword,
He hid me in the shadow of His hand.
The LORD makes me like a sharp arrow,
He hid me in the holder for His arrows.
The LORD told me, “Israel, you are My servant,
I will show My glory through you.”
But I said, “I have worked hard for nothing,
I have used all my power, but I did nothing useful.
But the LORD will decide what my work is worth;
God will decide my reward.”
The LORD made me in the womb of my mother
So that I would be His servant;
He made me, so that Israel might be gathered to Him.
The LORD will honor me,
I will get my strength from my God.
The LORD told me,
“You are an important servant to Me.
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You will bring back the tribes of Jacob,
You will bring back the people of Israel who are left alive.
But, more importantly, I will make YOU a light for all nations;
You will show people all over the world the way to be saved.
The LORD is your Redeemer who saves you,
He is the Holy One of Israel.
He speaks to the one who is hated by the people,
He speaks to the servant of rulers.
The LORD says, “Kings will see you and stand to honor you;
Great leaders will bow down before you.
This is because the LORD can be trusted,
He is the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
THE LORD WILL PRESERVE ISRAEL
This is what the LORD says:
“At the right time, I will hear your prayers;
On the day of salvation, I will help you.
I will protect you
And you will be the sign of my covenant with the people.
You will bring back the people to the land;
You will give the land that is now ruined back to its owners.
You will tell the prisoners, ‘Come out of your prison,’
You will tell those in darkness, ‘Come into the light.’
The people will eat beside the roads,
They will find food even on bare hills.
They will not be hungry or thirsty,
Neither the hot sun nor the desert wind will hurt them.
The God who comforts them will lead them,
He will lead them by springs of water.
I will make My mountains into roads for My people
And the roads will be raised up.
Look, people are coming to Me from far away;
They are coming from the north and from the west,
They are coming from Aswam in Southern Egypt.”
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Heavens and earth, be happy;
O mountains, shout with joy.
Be happy because the LORD comforts His people,
He will comfort those who suffer.
But Jerusalem said, “The LORD has abandoned me,
The LORD has forgotten me.”
The LORD answers, “Can a woman forget the baby she nurses?
Can she feel no kindness for the child she gave birth to?
Even if she could forget her children,
I will not forget you.
Look, I have written your name on My hand;
O Jerusalem, I always think about your walls.
Your children will soon return to you
And the people who defeated you and destroyed you will leave.
Look up and look around you,
All your children are gathering to return to you.”
The LORD says, “As surely as I live,
Your children will be like jewels;
You will be as proud of them as a bride is of her jewels.
“You were destroyed and defeated,
Your land was made useless.
But now you will have more people than the land can hold
And those people who destroyed you will be far away.
Children were born to you while you were sad
But they will say to you:
‘This place is too small for us,
Give us a bigger place to live.’
Then you will say to yourself:
‘Who gave me all these children?
I was sad and lonely,
I was defeated and away from my people;
So, who reared these children?
I was left all alone;
Where did all these children come from?”
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This is what the LORD says: “Look, I will lift My hand to signal the
nations;
I will raise My banner for all people to see.
Then they will bring your sons back to you in their arms;
They will carry your daughters on their shoulders.
Kings will teach your children,
Daughters of kings will take care of those children.
They will bow down before you,
They will kiss the dirt at your feet.
Then you will know I am the LORD;
Anyone who trusts in Me will not be disappointed.”
Can the wealth that a soldier wins in war be taken away from him?
Can a prisoner be freed from a powerful soldier?
But this is what the LORD says: “The prisoners will be taken from the
strong soldiers;
What the soldiers have taken will be saved.
I will fight your enemies,
I will save your children.
I will force those who trouble you to eat their own flesh,
Their own blood will be the wine that makes them drunk.
Then everyone will know that
I, the LORD, am the One who saves you;
I am the Powerful One of Jacob who saves you.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter describes how God will bring His people the Jews
back to the Promised Land in the coming Millennium. This period is
also called the Kingdom. Israel describes the land as “now ruined”
(49:8, PEB) and “useless” (49:19, PEB), but God will “bring back the
tribes of Jacob” (49:6, PEB). LORD, if You can resurrect the believing

Jews and restore them to an earthly kingdom, I know You can
resurrect me and deliver me to heaven. You are life-giving and
powerful.
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Jerusalem is called the Eternal City, and it has a special place
in the heart of God. He says, “I will not forget you. Look I have written
your name on My hand. O Jerusalem, I always think about your walls”
(49:15-16, PEB). LORD, because You love Jerusalem, I have a special

love for that city. Every time I go back, I feel Your special divine
presence there. LORD, I pray for that city and its inhabitants as You
told me, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Ps. 122:6).

But this chapter is about more than Jews. It shows God’s plan
for the Gentiles. Isaiah asks for “the Isles” (49:1, KJV) to listen to God.
“Listen all you nations far away” (49:1, PEB). Then the LORD says,
“Behold, I will lift up Mine hand to the Gentiles” (49:22, ELT).
Remember a Gentile is anyone who is not a physical Jew. God has a
plan for the Gentiles, God loves the world. LORD, thank You for Your

faithfulness to the Jews. Because You didn’t disown them because of
their sin, I have comfort knowing You won’t disown me. You have
forgiven all my sin through Christ, “the blood of Jesus Christ God’s
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7, KJV). Thank You for “the
Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, KJV).
You will save every Jew or Gentile who calls on You for salvation
(Rom. 10:13).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL’S SIN
Isaiah 50
This is what the LORD says: “O people of Israel,
You say that I divorced your mother;
Then where is the document that proves it?
Or, do you think I sold you to pay a debt?
No, it was because of the evil things you did that I sold you;
It was because of the times she turned against Me
That your mother was sent away.
I came home and found no one there;
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I called, but no one answered.
Do you think that I am not able to save you?
Do I not have the power to rescue you?
Look, I need only to shout, and the sea becomes dry;
I change rivers into a desert.
Their fish rot, because there is no water;
The fish die of thirst.
I can make the skies dark,
I can make them black like the clothes of sadness.
GOD’S FAITHFUL SERVANT
The LORD God gave me the ability to teach;
He has taught me what to say to make the weak people strong.
He wakes me up every morning,
He teaches me to listen like a student.
The LORD helps me learn
And, I have not turned against Him;
I have not stopped following Him.
I offered my back to those who beat me,
I offered my cheeks to those who pulled my beard.
I won’t hide my face from them
When they make fun of me and spit on me.
The LORD helps me
So, I will not be ashamed.
Therefore, I have set my face like a flint;
I know I will not be disgraced.
The LORD shows that I am innocent, and He is close to me. So, who
can accuse me? If there is someone, let us go to court
together. If someone wants to prove that I have done wrong,
he should come and tell me.
It is the LORD God who helps me;
So, who can prove me guilty?
All those who try will become useless like old clothes,
Moths will eat them.
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Who among you fears the LORD
And obeys His servant?
That person may walk in the dark
And have no light.
Then let him trust in the Name of the LORD,
Let him depend on his God.
But instead, some of you want to light your own fires;
You want to make your own light.
So, go ahead, walk in the light of your fires,
Trust your own light to guide you.
But this is what you will get from Me,
You will lie down in a place of pain.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah is pleading the case why God will save Israel in the
future. Isaiah quotes God, “Is My hand shortened at all, that it cannot
redeem” (50:2, KJV). This question applies to us today. God says His
“hand is not shortened that it cannot save” (59:1, KJV). Then God adds
a condition, “but your iniquities have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid His face from you” (59:2). LORD, I

know You won’t look the other way when I pray because I come
through Jesus Christ my High Priest (Heb. 7:25), and I come through
His blood (1 John 1:7).

In this passage we have the only reference that Jesus Christ
had a beard. It is predicted of Him, “I gave my back to the smiters, and
my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from
shame and spitting” (50:6, KJV). LORD, thank You for the physical

suffering You endured for me. Thank You for the shame and rejection
You went through. Because You suffered for me, I am willing to suffer
for You.
Those who “fear the LORD” may even find themselves walking
in “the darkness and have no light” (50:10), because the whole world
is darkened by sin. What should that believer do? Isaiah says, “Let
him trust in the name of the LORD” (50:10). So that person should,
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“light your own fires” (50:11, PEB), then “walk in the light of your fires”
(50:11, PEB). LORD Jesus, You are the light of the world. When You

came into my heart, You brought light. So I read the Scriptures daily
to “light my own fires” and I will walk daily by the light I get from Your
Word.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
WORDS OF COMFORT FOR ZION
Isaiah 51
The LORD says, “Listen to Me,
Those of you who try to live right and follow the LORD.
Look at the rock from which you were cut,
Look at the stone quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham, your ancestor,
Look to Sarah, who gave birth to your ancestors.
Abraham had no children when I called him,
But, I blessed him and gave him many descendants.
So, the LORD will comfort Jerusalem;
He will show mercy to those who live in her ruins.
He will change her deserts into a garden like Eden;
He will make her empty lands like the garden of the LORD.
People there will be very happy,
They will give thanks and sing songs.
“My people, listen to Me;
My nation, pay attention to Me.
I will give the people My teachings,
And, My decisions will be like a light to all people.
I will soon show that I do what is right,
I will soon save you,
I will use My power and judge all nations.
All the faraway places are waiting for Me;
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They wait for My power to help them.
Look up to the heavens,
Look around you at the earth below.
The skies will disappear like clouds of smoke.
The earth will become useless, like old clothes,
Its people will die like flies.
But My salvation will continue forever;
My righteousness will never end.
“You people who know what is right should listen to Me;
You people who follow My teachings should hear what I say.
Don’t be afraid of the evil things that people say;
Don’t be upset by their insults.
Moths will eat those people as if they were clothes,
Worms will eat them as if they were wool.
But My righteousness will continue forever,
My salvation will continue from now on.”
Wake up, wake up, and use Your strength,
O powerful Lord.
Wake up as You did in the ancient times,
Wake up as You did a long time ago.
With Your own power, You cut Egypt into pieces,
You killed that sea-monster.
You caused the sea to become dry,
You dried the waters of the deep ocean,
You made the deepest parts of the sea into a road,
Your people crossed over on that road and were saved.
The people whom the LORD has freed will return,
They will enter Jerusalem with joy;
Their happiness will last forever.
They will have joy and gladness,
All sadness and sorrow will be gone far away.”
The LORD says}, “I am the One who comforts you
So, why should you be afraid of men who die?
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Why should you fear people who die like the grass?
Have you forgotten that the LORD made you?
He stretched out the skies,
He made the earth.
Why are you always afraid
Of those angry people who trouble you?
They want to destroy.
But where are those angry people now?
People in prison will soon be set free.
They will not die in prison,
They will have enough food.
This is because I am the LORD, your God;
I stir the sea and make the waves roar;
My Name is The LORD of the armies of heaven.
I will give you the words I want you to say,
I will cover you with My hands and protect you.
I made the heavens and the earth
And I say to Jerusalem: ‘You are My people.’“
Wake up, wake up;
Arise, O Jerusalem.
The LORD was very angry with you;
Your punishment was like wine in a cup.
The LORD made you drink that very last bit of wine
Until you stumbled from a drunken state.
Jerusalem had many people
But there was not one person to lead her.
Of all the people who grew up there,
No one was there to guide her.
Troubles came to you in groups of two,
No one will feel sorry for you.
There was ruin and disaster,
Great hunger and fighting;
No one can comfort you.
Your people have become weak,
They fall down and lie on every street corner;
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They are like an antelope caught in a net.
They have felt the full anger of the LORD,
They have heard God’s angry shout.
So, listen to Me, poor Jerusalem,
You who are drunk—but not from wine.
Your God will fight for His people;
This is what the LORD, your God, says:
“The punishment I gave you is like a cup of wine,
You drank it and could not walk straight.
Look, I am taking that cup of My anger away from you;
You will never be punished by My anger again.
I will now give that cup of punishment to those who gave you pain.
They told you: ‘Bow down, so that we can walk over you.’
They made your back like dirt for them to walk on,
You were like a street for them to travel on.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God predicts Israel will be redeemed, then He promises, “I will
give the people My teaching, and My decisions will be like a light to
all people” (51:4). LORD, You will do it for all in the coming kingdom,

but today I apply this promise to my life. Teach me everything I need
to learn so I can glorify You on earth. You promise “light to all
people,” I need light today to guide me in this dark sinful world. Shine
some light right in front of me.
God also promises a great entrance into His Millennial
Kingdom. “The redeemed of the LORD should return, and come with
singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head” (51:11,
KJV). LORD, I apply this future picture to my weekly entrance into Your

house. I will come before Your presence with singing and
everlasting joy. LORD, You know I don’t sing perfectly, so look into my
heart and accept my gratitude and praise as the worship I bring to
You.

God tells us not to fear man, but to fear Him, “I, even I, am He
that comforteth you; who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a
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man that shall die” (51:12, KJV). Jesus also said the same thing, “And
fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”
(Matt. 10:28, KJV). LORD, I fear You, but sometimes I let the world blind

my eyes to the important things in life. May I never again let
someone get between You and me. May my godly fear create the
right relationship to my boss, my spouse, my family and friends.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD WILL RESCUE JERUSALEM
Isaiah 52
Wake up, wake up, O Zion;
Become strong.
Be beautiful again
O holy city of Jerusalem.
The people who don’t worship God and who are not pure
Won’t enter you again.
Jerusalem, you once were a prisoner,
Now shake off the dust and stand up.
O Jerusalem, you once were a prisoner
But now, free yourself from the chains around your neck;
O captive daughter of Zion.
This is what the LORD says:
“You were not sold for a price
So, you will be saved without cost.”
This is what the LORD God, says: “First, My people went down to Egypt to live,
Later, Assyria made them slaves.
“Now see what has happened,” says the LORD, “Another nation has
taken away My people for nothing;
This nation who rules them makes fun of Me.” says the LORD,
“All day long, they speak against Me.
“But this has happened, so that My people will know who I am;
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They will know that I am God
And they will know that I am the One speaking to them.”
How beautiful is the person
Who comes over the mountains to bring good news.
How beautiful is the one who announces peace;
He brings good news
And announces salvation.
How beautiful is the one who says to Jerusalem,
“Your God is King.”
Listen, your guards are shouting;
They are all shouting for joy.
They all will see with their own eyes
When the LORD returns to Jerusalem.
O Jerusalem, your buildings are destroyed now,
But shout and rejoice together.
You can rejoice because the LORD has comforted His people,
He has saved Jerusalem.
The LORD will show His holy power
To all the nations.
Then everyone on earth
Will see the salvation of our God.
You people, leave. Leave, get out of Babylon;
Touch nothing that is unclean.
You men who carry the things used in worship,
Leave there and make yourselves pure.
You will not be forced to leave Babylon quickly;
You will not be forced to run away.
The LORD will go ahead you
And the God of Israel will guard you from behind.
THE SUFFERING AND DEVOTED SERVANT
The LORD says, “See, My Servant will act wisely;
People will greatly honor and respect him.
Many people were shocked when they saw him,
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His appearance was so changed that he did not look like a
man;
His form was changed so much they could barely tell that he was
human.
But now he will sprinkle many people;
Kings will be amazed and shut their mouths.
They will see the things that they had not been told about my Servant,
They will understand the things they had not heard.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter predicts the messengers of the LORD who will go
into all the world to carry out the Great Commission given by Jesus.
Paul quotes Isaiah 52:7 and applies it to missionary evangelism, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who
bring glad tidings of good things” (Rom. 10:15, KJV). LORD, I want

beautiful feet. When I tell someone about Jesus, may that new
convert say my feet are beautiful because I brought them the
message of salvation. Also LORD, I want You to say my feet are
beautiful because I was a soul winner. And just as I polish my shoes
on earth to be attractive, may I polish my spiritual shoes and make
my feet potentially beautiful by prayer, Bible preparation, holy living,
and instant obedience.
Isaiah exhorts the servants of God, “Be ye clean, that bear the
vessels of the LORD” (52:11, KJV). God wants us to be holy because we
have a message that is holy. LORD, cleanse me from sin (1 John 1:9). I

will separate myself from everything that I know is sin. I want to be
pure so You will use me.

As we go out to serve God, we do not go in our own strength, nor
do we go by ourselves. Isaiah promises, “For you shall not go out with
haste, nor go by flight; for the LORD will go before you, and the God of
Israel will be your rear guard” (52:12). LORD, I’m afraid to go by myself

because Satan, the world and the flesh are too strong for me. I fear
failure. Go with me, protect me when I need Your defense. Fight for
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me when the enemy is too strong. Fill me with Your Spirit to be used
by You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
TITLE
Isaiah 53
Who would have believed what we heard?
Who saw the LORD’s power in this?
He grew up like a small plant in the presence of the LORD,
He was like a root growing in a dry land.
He had no special beauty or form to make us notice him,
There was nothing in his appearance to make us desire him.
He was hated and rejected by people,
He had much pain and suffering.
People would not even look at him,
He was hated, and we didn’t even notice him.
But he certainly took our suffering upon himself,
And he felt our pain for us.
We saw his suffering,
We thought that God was punishing him.
But he was wounded for the things that we did wrong,
He was crushed for the evil things we did.
The punishment, which made us well, was given to Him,
And, we are healed because of His wounds.
We all have wandered away like sheep,
Each of us has gone our own way.
But the LORD has put upon him the punishment
For all the evils we have done.
He was beaten down and punished,
But he didn’t say a word.
He was like a lamb being led to be killed,
He was quiet, as a sheep is quiet while its wool is being cut;
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He never opened his mouth.
Men took him away roughly and unfairly,
And, as for his generation, who considered it?
He was put to death,
He was punished for the sins of My people.
He was buried with evil men,
He died with the rich people.
He had done nothing wrong,
He had never told a lie.
Yet it was the LORD who decided
To crush him and make him suffer;
So, the LORD made his life a guilt-offering.
But he will see his seed and live a long life,
He will complete the things the LORD wants him to do.
He will suffer many things in his soul,
But then he will see the light of life and be satisfied.
My righteous Servant will make many people right with God,
He carried away their sins.
For this reason, I will make him a great man among people,
He will share in all things with those who are strong.
He willingly gave his life,
He was treated like a criminal.
But he carried away the sins of many people,
And he asked forgiveness for those who sinned.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The passage on Christ suffering extends from 52:13 to 53:12.
Christ is called “My Servant” who sprinkles—purifying—many
Gentile people (52:13, KJV). Thank You, Christ, for Your purity so You

could purify many, including me.

Christ’s suffering was so extreme that His face was marred
(disfigured) so that He was unrecognizable. Christ, thank You for

suffering for me.
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Christ shall “grow up” from the line of David, i.e., a “root out of a
dry ground” (53:2, KJV). Christ, thank You for Your perfect earthly life,

You came from the line of David.

Christ did not have beauty and “no form nor comeliness” (53:2,
KJV). It didn’t mean he was ugly or homely, but He was a common
man, not regal like a king. Christ, thank You for becoming common
for me.
Christ was “despised” and “rejected” and suffered “grief” (53:3,
KJV). Christ, when the world turned its back on You, I turn to You in

worship.

The idea of substitution is introduced because Christ has
“borne our grief” (53:4, KJV). Thank You, Christ, for taking my place.
Christ was wounded (pierced through) for our transgression
(53:5), a picture of His substitution in our place. Christ, thank You for

taking my punishment.

We like sheep have gone astray into sin, but the Father put our
“iniquity” on Christ (53:6, KJV). Christ, thank You for taking my place

in punishment.

Christ became like us, He became a substitutionary sheep,
taking our punishment for our sin, and “He opened not His mouth”
(53:7, KJV). Christ, thank You for Your willingness to die for me.
Christ was “cut off” and “taken from prison” (53:8, KJV) where
He was tried and no guilt was found in Him. LORD, I know You were

innocent; I’m glad the records show the same thing. You the innocent
suffered for me the guilty.

Christ was taken from “the land of the living,” He died. Then “He
made His grave with the wicked” (53:8-9, KJV). Christ, I am

overwhelmed that You died for my sin and was buried.

How could the LORD be pleased “to bruise Him?” This is not the
Father’s pleasure, but the wrath of God against all my sin was
satisfied or propitiated (53:10, KJV; 1 John 2:1-2). The Father saw and
was “satisfied” (53:11, KJV). Christ, Your death took away all God’s

judgment against me.

The chapter ends in the glorification and exaltation of Christ.
The Father “divides Him a portion with the great” (53:12). Christ,
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because You were raised and exalted to Thy Father’s right hand, I too
have been raised in You and seated at the Father’s right hand (Eph.
2:5-7).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD’S LOVE FOR ISRAEL WILL NEVER END
Isaiah 54
The LORD says, “Sing, O Jerusalem,
You are like a woman who never gave birth to children.
Start singing and shout for joy,
You never felt the pain of giving birth to children.
But you will have more children
Than the woman who has a husband.
Make your tent bigger,
Stretch it out and make it wider;
Do not hold back.
Make the ropes longer,
Make its stakes stronger.
Do this because you will begin growing very much;
Your children will take over other nations,
And, they will again live in cities that once were destroyed.
“Don’t be afraid, because you will not be ashamed,
Don’t be embarrassed because you will not be disgraced.
You will forget the shame you felt earlier,
You will not remember the shame when you lost your husband.
This is because the God who made you is like your husband,
His Name is the LORD of the armies of heaven.
The Holy One of Israel is the One who saves you,
He is called the God of all the earth.
You were like a woman whose husband abandoned her
And, you were very sad.
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You were like a wife who married young
And then her husband abandoned her.
But the LORD called you to be His,” says your God.
God says, “I abandoned you, but only for a short time;
But with great kindness I will bring you back again.
I became very angry
And hid from you for a short time.
But I will show you mercy with kindness forever,”
Says the LORD, your Redeemer.
The LORD says, “This is like the time of Noah. I promised then
That I would never flood the world again.
In the same way, I promise
That I will not be angry with you or punish you again.
The mountains may disappear
And the hills may come to an end,
But My constant love will never disappear;
My promise of peace will not come to an end,”
Says the LORD who shows mercy to you.
“You battered city. Storms have hurt you
And you have not been comforted.
However, I will rebuild you, using turquoise stones;
I will build your foundation with sapphires.
I will use rubies to build your walls,
I will use shining jewels for the gates;
I will build all your outer walls from precious jewels.
All your children will be taught by the LORD
And they will have much peace.
I will build you, using fairness;
You will be safe from those who would hurt you.
So, you will have nothing to fear.
Nothing will come to make you afraid.
I will not send anyone to attack you
And, you will defeat those who do attack you.
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“Look, I made the blacksmith;
He fans the fire to make it hotter
And, he makes the kind of tool he wants.
In the same way, I have made the destroyer to destroy
So, no weapon that is used against you will defeat you;
You will show that those who speak against you are wrong.
These are the good things which My servants receive,
Their victory comes from Me,” says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah appeals to us to use our faith to believe God for big
things, and to work hard to do more for God than we’ve ever done
before. “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let them stretch out the
curtains of your dwellings; do not spare; lengthen your cords, and
strengthen your stakes” (54:2). LORD, sometimes I don’t have enough

faith to get a bigger tent, and I’m afraid to try to get a bigger piece of
ground. LORD, sometimes I hang on to the rope, rather than casting it
out to those who are drowning. LORD, I don’t drive stakes into the
ground, I hide them. Forgive me for my lack of faith. “I believe, help
thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24, KJV).

Notice how many names God has, “For thy Maker is thine
husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy
One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall He be called” (54:5,
KJV). LORD, You are my Maker, You gave me the parents to make me

who I am, You placed me where I am, and You gave me the talents to
make me what I am. LORD, You are the God of the fighting angels the
LORD of Hosts. I’m thankful You are my Redeemer, and I praise You for
Your holiness over Israel. LORD, I praise You as the God of the whole
earth.

Did you see how God looks at time, i.e., “for a mere moment”
(54:7)? The secret to life is to live each moment, which means to
always stay in the moment. People often ask me how I can write so
many books. The answer: stay in the moment. There’s one meaning
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in every verse in the Bible, stay with it until you know what it means.
Don’t write the next book, the next chapter, or the next sentence. Stay

in the moment and give your present book your whole life. When you
finish that moment, go to the next. LORD, teach me to be focused on
one moment at a time. May I build on this moment what I learned
from the previous one. Help me not rush to the next moment until it’s
time is come.

There is a promise of protection to Israel in the future, that we
can apply to us in the present; “No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper” (54:17, KJV). Just as God will protect Israel in His
future kingdom, so God will protect His children today, while not in
the same dimension, truly with the same intention. LORD, I know You

will protect me from Satan’s attacks and give me victory. LORD, You
can protect me spiritually, so I won’t fear the world, the flesh, or the
Devil. I may be tortured and martyred, but nothing can take You away
from me. Nothing can destroy my soul, because, “Being confident of
this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:7).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
SEEK THE LORD
Isaiah 55
The LORD says, “All of you who are thirsty,
Come to the waters and drink.
Those of you who don’t have any money,
Come, buy and eat.
Come buy wine and milk,
You don’t need money; it will cost you nothing.
Why spend your money on something that is not real food?
Why work for something that doesn’t really satisfy you?
Listen closely. Listen to Me and you will eat what is good,
You will enjoy the food that satisfies your soul.
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Come to me and pay attention,
Listen to me, so that you may live.
I will make a covenant with you that will last forever,
I will give you My blessings that I promised to David.
Look, I made David a witness of My power for all nations,
I made him a ruler and commander to nations.
Look, you will also summon nations that you don’t know yet
And, these nations will run to you.
This will happen because of the LORD, your God,
The Holy One of Israel honors you.”
So, you should search for the LORD while He may still be found,
You should call to Him while He is near.
Evil people should quit being evil,
Bad persons should stop thinking evil thoughts.
They should return to the LORD, so that He can have mercy on them;
They should come back to our God, because He will freely forgive
them.
The LORD says, “Your thoughts are not like My thoughts,
Your ways are not like My ways.
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And, My thoughts are higher than your thoughts.
Rain and snow fall from the sky,
They don’t return without watering the ground.
They cause the plants to sprout and grow
And, the plants make seeds for the farmer,
And, from these seeds people have bread to eat.
The words that I say do the same thing,
They will not return to Me empty.
They make the things happen that I want to happen,
They succeed in doing what I send them to do.
“So, you will go out with joy,
You will be led out in peace.
The mountains and hills will burst into song in front of you,
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All the trees in the fields will clap their hands.
Large cypress trees will grow where thorn-bushes were,
Myrtle trees will grow where weeds were.
These things will be a reminder of the LORD’s promise
And, this reminder will never be destroyed.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Look at the universal invitation to “come” to God. “Ho, everyone
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters . . . come ye, buy, and eat” (55:1,
KJV). God is looking for those who are not satisfied with this world,
He’s looking for those who deeply yearn for spiritual meaning. LORD, I

want You more than anything this world offers . . . more than money . . .
more than entertainment . . . more than thrills. I come just as Jesus
said to the fisherman, “Follow me, I will make you” (Mark 1:14). LORD,
I’m getting up to come. LORD, I’m moving toward You. Here I come!
As we “come” to God, we must listen to Him, “Incline your ear,
and come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live (55:3, KJV). We can’t
just listen to God and automatically get saved, anymore than a child
can be obedient by listening to his mother to find out if he will, or will
not obey her. No! We listen to learn the truth, so we can do what God
tells us. Biblical listening is learning. LORD, I focus my ears to hear

Your plan for my life, and I pledge myself to do what You tell me.
Speak LORD, for I am Your servant, ready to do Your will.

Every life has open doors and closed doors. God promises and
warns in the same breath, “Seek the LORD while He may be found, call
upon Him while He is near” (55:6). Every person alive has a door of
opportunity to come to God, but if they refuse God and choose sin in a
selfish way, there may not be more times when God speaks to them.
Like Adam and Eve who sinned and ran to hide in the bushes, so many
refuse God and hide away the sins of their life, never to listen to God
again. LORD, I will listen for You, whether You yell or whisper. LORD, I

will confess my sin and turn my back on sin, with my face and ears
toward You. I want Your intimacy and I need Your guidance. Speak,
I’m listening. Direct me, I’m looking for guidance.
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Why do so many people miss God? Because they don’t know
what God is thinking, nor do they want to know God’s ways for their
life. God says, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways, My ways” (55:8, KJV). God thinks differently about sin than
we do. Also, God thinks differently about being saved, and how to be a
good Christian. How differently? God answers, “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are . . . My thoughts than your thoughts”
(55:9, KJV). LORD, I recognize I think like a fallen human, help me think

my thoughts as You think. Help me understand salvation as You
planned. Help me walk daily, as You developed a plan for Your
followers to follow. LORD, I’m deaf if You don’t speak through my hard
of hearing. I don’t know what to do if You don’t speak to me. I’m
listening.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD LOVES ALL FAITHFUL PEOPLE
Isaiah 56
This is what the LORD says: “Give justice to all people,
Do what is right.
Do this because My salvation will come to you soon;
Soon everyone will know that I do what is right.
The person who obeys the law about the Sabbath
Will be blessed.
And, the person who does no evil
Will be blessed.”
Foreigners have joined the LORD. They should not say:
“The LORD will not accept me with His people.”
The eunuch should not say:
“Because I cannot have children the LORD will not accept me.”
The LORD says: “The eunuchs should obey the law about the Sabbath,
They should do what I want;
They should keep My covenant.
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If they do, then I will make their names remembered
Within My temple and its walls;
It will be better for them than children.
I will give them a name that will last forever,
It will never be forgotten.
Foreigners will join the LORD to serve Him,
They will worship and love Him;
They will worship Him.
They will obey the law about the Sabbath,
They will keep the covenant with the LORD.
I will bring these people to My holy mountain,
I will give them joy in My house of prayer.
The offerings and sacrifices
That they place on My altar will please Me.
This is because My temple will be called
A house for prayer for people from all nations.”
The LORD gathers the Israelites who were forced to leave their
country;
This is what God, the LORD, says,
“I will bring other people to those who are already gathered.”
GOD CONDEMNS THE EVIL PEOPLE
All you animals of the field, come to eat,
All you animals of the forest, come to eat.
The leaders who are to guard the people are blind,
They don’t know what they are doing.
All of them are like quiet dogs,
They don’t know how to bark.
They lie down and dream,
They love to sleep.
They are like hungry dogs,
They are never satisfied.
They are like shepherds
Who don’t know what they are doing.
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Each of them have gone their own way,
All they want to do is to satisfy themselves.
They say, “Come, let us drink some wine,
Let us drink all the beer we want.
And, tomorrow we will do this again,
Or, maybe we will have an even better time.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
My name is Elmer Towns, what’s yours? Would you like a new
name when you get to heaven? God promises, “Even unto them will I
give . . . a name better than sons and daughters: I will give them an
everlasting name” (56:5, KJV). Sometimes a name means a new
position, or a new relationship, or even a great inheritance. God will
give us a new name in glory that means all of the above. LORD, give

me the new name in heaven that You want me to have. And with my
new name, give me everything that goes with it.

Do you realize there is more room in heaven than people who
are there? God is always looking for more to join Him and His
followers and worshippers. “The LORD God, which gathereth the
outcast of Israel saith, yet will I gather others” (56:8, KJV). LORD, I

pray for my lost FRANS, i.e., my friends, relatives, associates, and
neighbors. I look for them to be saved, just as You look to gather
them into Your fold. LORD, You want to gather “beside those that are
gathered” (56:8, KJV).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
God Rejects Those Who Reject Him
Isaiah 57
Those who are right with God may die,
But no one pays attention.
Good people are taken away,
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But no one understands.
The people who do right are being taken away because of evil,
But they are given peace.
The people who live the way that God wants them to
Find rest in death.
“Come here, you evil magicians,
Come here, you sons of whores, and those who take part in
adultery.
Whom are you making fun of?
Whom are you insulting?
At whom do you stick out your tongue?
You turn against God
And you are liars.
You have sex under every green tree
To ‘worship’ your false gods.
You kill children in the ravines
And sacrifice them in the rocky places.
You take the smooth rocks from the ravines,
They are your portion.
You pour drink-offerings on them to worship them,
You give grain-offerings to them;
Do you think this makes Me want to forgive you?
You make your bed on every hill and mountain
And there you offer sacrifices.
You have hidden your idols
Behind your doors and door-posts.
You have abandoned Me, and you have uncovered yourself;
You have pulled back the covers and climbed into bed.
You have made a pact
With the ones whose beds you love,
And, you have looked at their nakedness.
You use your oils and perfumes
To look nice for Molech.
You have sent your messengers to faraway lands,
You even tried to send them to where the dead are.
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You have worked hard to do these things,
But you never gave up.
You found new strength
So, you did not quit.
“Whom were you so afraid of
That you lied to Me?
You have not remembered Me
Or even thought about Me.
I have been quiet for a long time,
Is that why you are not afraid of Me?
I will expose your `goodness’ and what you do
And, those things will do you no good.
When you cry out for help
Let the false gods you have gathered help you.
The wind will blow them all away,
Just a puff of wind will take them away.
But the person who depends on Me will receive the land,
He will possess My holy mountain.”
The LORD says, “Build a road. Build a road. Prepare the way;
Make the way clear for My people.”
God lives forever and is holy,
He is high and lifted up, and He says,
“I live in a high and holy place,
But I also live with people who are contrite and humble.
I give new life to those who are humble,
I give new life to those whose hearts are broken.
I will not accuse forever,
I will not always be angry.
If I continued to be angry, then man’s life would grow weak;
Man, whom I created, would die.
I was angry, because they were dishonest in order to make money;
I punished them, and turned away from them in anger;
Nevertheless, they continued to do evil.
I have seen what they have done, but I will heal them;
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I will guide them and comfort them;
And those who were sad will praise Me.
I will give peace, real peace, to those Jews far and near;
And I will heal them,” says the LORD.
But evil people are like the angry sea,
It cannot rest;
Its waves toss up waste and mud.
“There is no peace for evil people,” says my God.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The LORD talks about our death in this chapter, saying the
world doesn’t regard His children, “Those who are right with God may
die, but no one pays attention” (57:1, PEB). The world doesn’t
understand this is not our home, and everything about us is not as
important as what we will receive in the next world. LORD, I will not

clutch this world to hang on to any wealth, or houses, or possessions
I’ve got. LORD, You’ve got so much more on the other side of death’s
river. I’m not anxious to die, but I know there’s a better life for me on
the other side of the valley of the shadow of death.

You will find on many tombstones the phrase, “Rest in peace.”
However, only the children of the LORD God find rest in death, “The
people who live the way God wants them to find rest in death” (57:2,
PEB). LORD, thank You for the rest I find in sleep after a hard day of

work. In the same way, LORD, I’m looking forward to rest at the end
after I’ve worked hard for You all my life.

God is looking to find humility in our life. God says, “I live in a
high and holy place, but I also live with people who are contrite and
humble. I give new life to those who are humble” (57:15, PEB). LORD,

I’m overwhelmed that You—the God of Heaven—would come to abide
in me and let me abide in You (John 14:20). You never cease to amaze
me. I praise You for Your nearness.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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TRUE FASTING
Isaiah 58
The LORD says, “Shout out loud. Don’t hold back,
Shout out loud like a trumpet.
Tell the people about the things they have done against God,
Tell their household of Jacob about their sins.
Then they will come every day looking for Me
And, they will want to learn My ways.
They will become a nation that does what is right,
They will obey the commands of their God.
They will ask Me to judge them fairly,
They will want God to be near them.
They say: ‘To honor You we had special days when we gave up eating,
But You didn’t see.
We humbled ourselves to honor You
But You didn’t even notice it.’”
But the LORD says, “You do what pleases yourselves on those special
days
And, you are unfair to your workers.
On those special days when you do not eat, you argue and fight;
You hit each other with your fists.
You cannot do these things as you do now
And believe that I will listen to your prayers.
This kind of special fast day is not what I want,
This is not the way I want people to be sorry for what they have
done.
I don’t want people just to bow their heads like a plant,
I don’t want them to wear sackcloth and lie in ashes to show their
sadness.
This is what you do on your special days when you do not fast,
But do you think this is what the LORD wants?
“I will tell you the kind of special fast day that I want. I want you
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To set free the people you have put in prison unfairly;
To undo their heavy burdens.
To free the ones who are oppressed,
To free them from their hard labor.
I want you to share your food with hungry people,
I want you to bring poor, homeless people into your own
homes.
An give clothes to those who have none;
and don’t refuse to help your own relatives.
If you do these things, then you will receive light like the dawn;
Then your wounds will quickly heal and you’ll become healthy.
You will be a great testimony for God,
And the shekinah cloud of the LORD will protect you from
behind.
Then you will call to the LORD, and the LORD will answer you;
You will cry out to the LORD, and He will say, `Here I am.’
“You should stop making trouble for others,
You should stop using cruel words and pointing your finger at
others.
You should feed those who are hungry,
You should take care of the needs of those who are troubled.
Then your light will shine in the darkness
And, you will be bright like sunshine at noon.
The LORD will always lead you,
He will satisfy your needs in dry lands;
He will give strength to your bones.
You will be like a garden that has much water,
You will be like a spring that never runs dry.
Your people will rebuild the old cities that are now in ruins,
You will rebuild the foundations of these ancient cities.
You will be known for repairing the broken places,
You will be known for rebuilding the roads and houses.
“You must obey God’s law about the Sabbath,
You must not do what pleases yourselves on that holy day.
You should call the Sabbath a joyful day,
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You should honor the LORD’s holy day,
You should honor it by not doing whatever you please on that day,
You should not say whatever you please on that day.
Then you will find joy in the LORD,
And I, the LORD, will carry you to the high places above the
earth;
I will let you eat the crops of the land that your ancestor Jacob
had.”
The LORD has said these things.
MY TIME TO PRAY
My bestselling book, Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough, is
based on this chapter. Isaiah tells nine different results of fasting
and I’ve given names to each result and how to fast to get those
results. They are:
First, the Disciple’s Fast to break addiction or bondage, “Is not
this the fast . . . to loose the bands of wickedness” (58:6, KJV)? LORD, I

will discipline my appetite to find freedom over anything that has me
captive to sin.

Second, the Ezra Fast to solve problems, “Is not this the fast . . .
to undo the heavy burdens” (58:6, KJV)? LORD, give me wisdom to

solve my problems as I fast and pray.

Third, the Samuel Fast for revival and evangelism. “Is not this
the fast . . . to let the oppressed go free” (58:6, KJV)? LORD, I abstain

from food and pray for revival in my life and ministry, and for people
to get saved.

Fourth, the Elijah Fast to break bad habits and thought patterns,
“Is not this the fast . . . that ye break every yoke” (58:6, KJV)? LORD, I

take control of my spirit in prayer; help me control my body and mind.

Fifth, the Widow’s Fast, to give my money for the homeless,
hungry, and needy. “Is not this the fast . . . to deal thy bread to the
hungry . . . bring the poor . . . to thy house . . . the naked, that thou cover
them” (58:6-7, KJV)? LORD, I will sacrifice and fast for the poor, the

hungry, the homeless, and the destitute.
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Sixth, the St. Paul Fast, to gain “spiritual light” to make correct
decisions. “Is not this the fast . . . thy light shall break forth” (58:6, 8,
KJV)? LORD, I will fast to find the light of Your truth so I can make

better decisions.

Seventh, the Daniel Fast for health and healing, “Is not this the
fast . . . (so) thine health shall spring forth speedily” (58:6, 8, KJV)?

LORD, I fast from food and drink that would harm my health, and I will
pray when I need healing.

Eighth, the John the Baptist Fast, for a good testimony to others.
“Is not this the fast . . . and thy righteousness shall go before thee”
(58:6, 8, KJV)? LORD, I have no righteousness in my life and works.

LORD, I only have the righteousness of Jesus Christ who justified me.
May Christ in me be a testimony to the world and may they see what
Christ has done for me.

Ninth, the Esther Fast of Spiritual Warfare, for protection from
Satan. “Is not this the fast . . . (that) the glory of the LORD shall be thy
rear guard” (58:6, 8)? LORD, I fast and pray for spiritual protection

from the enemy.

Amen.
SCRIPTURE
THE SINS OF A NATION
Isaiah 59

Surely the LORD’s power is enough to save you,
He can hear you when you ask Him for help.
It is your iniquities that have separated
You from your God.
Your sins cause Him to turn away from you,
And then He does not listen to you.
With your hands, you have killed others,
Your fingers are covered with guilt.
With your lips, you have lied;.
With your tongue, you say evil things.
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People take each other to court unfairly,
No one tells the truth in arguing his case.
They accuse each other falsely and tell lies,
They conceive perverseness and give birth to iniquity.
They hatch evil like eggs from poisonous snakes,
If you eat their eggs, then you will die;
And if you break one open, a viper comes out.
People tell lies as they would spin a spider’s web,
The webs they make cannot be used for clothes;
You can’t cover yourself with those webs.
The things they do are evil,
They use their hands to hurt others.
They eagerly run to do evil,
They are always ready to kill innocent people.
They think evil thoughts,
Everywhere they go they cause ruin and destruction.
They don’t know how to live in peace,
There is no fairness in their lives.
They are dishonest,
Anyone who lives as they live will never have peace.
Fairness has gone far away,
Righteousness is nowhere to be found.
We wait for the light, but there is only darkness now;
We hope for a bright light, but all we have is darkness.
We are like blind people feeling our way along a wall,
We have to feel our way along, as if we had no eyes.
In the brightness of day, we trip as if it were night;
We are like dead men among the strong men.
All of us growl like the bears,
We call out sadly like the doves.
We look for justice, but there isn’t any;
We want to be saved, but salvation is far away.
We have done many wrong things against our God,
Our sins show that we are wrong.
We know we have turned against God,
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We know the evil things we have done.
We have sinned and turned against the LORD,
We have turned away from our God.
We have planned to hurt others and to disobey God,
We have planned and spoken lies.
We have driven away justice,
We have kept away from what is right.
Truth is not spoken in the streets,
What is honest is not allowed to enter the city.
Truth cannot be found anywhere
And, people who refuse to do evil are attacked.
The LORD looked and could not find any justice
And, He was displeased.
He could not find anyone to help the people,
He was appalled that there was no one to help.
So, the LORD used His own power to save the people,
His own goodness gave Him strength.
The LORD covered Himself with goodness like armor,
He put on the helmet of salvation.
He put on the clothes of punishment
And, He put on the coat of His strong love.
The LORD will pay back His enemies for what they have done,
He will show His anger to those who were against Him.
He will punish the people in faraway places,
He will give them the punishment that they deserve.
Then people from the west will fear the LORD,
People in the East will revere His glory.
The LORD will come quickly like a fast-flowing river
Driven by the breath of the LORD.
“Then the Redeemer who will save you will come to Jerusalem,
He will come to the people of Jacob who sinned but turned back to
God,”
Says the LORD.
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The LORD says, “I will make a covenant with these people. I promise
that My Spirit, and My words that I give you will never leave you.
They will be with your children and your grandchildren. They
will be with you now and forever.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God can help His people no matter what, “Behold, the LORD’s
hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it
cannot hear” (59:1). LORD, I rest in the comfort that I am never out of

reach from Your care and protection. I feel safe in You.

But my sin can make it difficult for God to protect me. “But your
iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have
hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear” (59:2). LORD,

forgive every sin that blocks Your blessing in my life. When I have
ignorant or presumptuous sins, show them to me. I will repent, put
them out of my life, and seek Your forgiveness through the blood of
Christ.

Isaiah uses most every body part to show the extent of sin in
the life of a man outside Christ. Sin influences the hands and fingers
(59:3), lips and tongue (59:3), feet (59:7), eyes (59:10). Sin influences
what a person conceives and does (59:4), runs (59:7), thinks (59:7),
goes and speaks (59:13). LORD, I know I am a sinner, there is no good

thing in my natural self. Thank You for transforming me inwardly.
When sin slips into any part of my life, show it to me and I will forsake
it. I will cover it by the blood of Jesus. I plead for His victory.
God asks why “there was no intercessor” (59:16, KJV)? LORD, I
step forward to intercede for lost men and women. I will pray for their
salvation.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE CITY OF THE LORD
Isaiah 60
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“O Jerusalem, get up and shine. Your light has come;
The splendor of the LORD shines on you.
Nations will come to your light,
Kings will come to the brightness of your sunrise.
“Look around you,
People are gathering and coming to you.
They are your sons coming from far away
And, your daughters are coming with them.
When you see them, you will shine with happiness;
You will be excited and full of joy.
The wealth of the nations across the seas will be given to you,
The riches of the nations will come to you.
Herds of camels will cover your land,
Young camels will come from Midian and Ephah.
People will come from Sheba
Bringing gold and incense,
And, they will sing praises to the LORD.
All the sheep from Kedar will be given to you,
The male sheep from Nebaioth will be brought to you.
They will be pleasing sacrifices on My altar
And, I will make My beautiful temple more beautiful.
“The people are returning to you like clouds,
They are like doves flying to their nests.
People in faraway lands are waiting for Me,
The great trading ships will come first.
They are bringing your children from faraway lands
And, with them they bring silver and gold.
This will happen to honor the LORD, your God;
He is the Holy One of Israel,
And, He does wonderful things for you.
“O Jerusalem, foreigners will rebuild your walls;
Their kings will serve you.
When I was angry, I hurt you;
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But now, I want to be kind to you and comfort you.
Your gates will always be open,
They will not be closed day or night
So that the nations can bring their wealth to you;
And, their kings will be led to you.
If a nation or kingdom does not serve you,
Then it will be destroyed;
It will be completely ruined.
“The great trees of Lebanon will be given to you,
Its pine, fir, and cypress trees will come to you.
You will use these trees to make My temple beautiful
And, I will give much honor to this place where I rest My feet.
The people who have hurt you will bow down to you,
Those who hated you will bow down at your feet.
They will call you “The City of the LORD,”
They will call you, O Jerusalem, “The City of the Holy One of
Israel”.
“You have been hated and left empty,
No one has even passed through.
But I will make you great from now on,
You will be a place of happiness forever and ever.
Nations will give you what you need,
It will be like a child drinking milk from its mother.
Then you will know that it is I, the LORD, who saves you;
You will know that the Powerful One of Jacob protects you.
I will bring you gold instead of bronze,
I will bring you silver instead of iron.
I will bring you bronze instead of wood,
I will bring you iron instead of rocks.
I will change your punishment into peace,
And, you will be ruled by what is right.
There will be no more violence in your country,
It will not be ruined or destroyed.
You will name your walls “Salvation”
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And you will name your gates “Praise”.
The sun will no longer be your light during the day,
The light from the moon will no longer be your light.
This is because the LORD will be your light forever
And, your God will be your glory.
Your sun will never set again,
Your moon will never be dark again.
This is because the LORD will be your light forever
And, your time of sadness will end.
All of your people will do what is right,
They will receive the earth forever.
They are the plant that I have planted,
I made them with my own hands to show My greatness.
The smallest family will grow to a thousand,
The least important of you will become a powerful nation.
I am the LORD
And when it is time, I will make these things happen quickly.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Because God’s glory has come into our life, we have a new
inner transformation for God. Isaiah tells us, “Arise, shine; for thy
light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee” (60:1, KJV).

LORD, You tell me I have light, “thy light,” it’s a result of Your
indwelling. The only light I have is Christ, the light of the world. I will
shine Your glory into the life of my friends and relatives: both saved
and unsaved. Enlighten them until they get Your light.

God promises to the Jews that, “Gentiles shall come to thy
light” (60:3, KJV). Thank You, LORD, that Your light has shined into this

Gentile light of mine.

It seems that we Christians are always in the minority. Yet the
LORD has promised us, “A little one shall become a thousand” (60:22,
KJV). LORD, I look forward to the day when there shall be an

abundance of Your followers everywhere. I want all people saved.
LORD, I pray for that day.
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Amen.
SCRIPTURE
THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOR
Isaiah 61
The LORD God, has put His Spirit in me; this is because
He has anointed me to tell the good news to the poor people,
He has sent me to comfort those whose hearts are broken.
He has sent me to tell the captives that they are free,
He has sent me to tell the prisoners that they are released.
He has sent me to announce the time when the LORD will show His kindness
And the time when our God will punish evil people.
He has sent me to comfort all those who are sad,
He has sent me to the sorrowing people of Jerusalem;
I will give them a crown to replace their ashes.
I will give them the oil of gladness to replace their spirit of sadness,
Then they will be called “Trees of Goodness”;
They will be like trees planted by the LORD and will show His
greatness.
They will rebuild the old ruins,
They will build up the places destroyed long ago.
They will repair the ruined cities
That were destroyed for so long.
My people, foreigners will come to tend your sheep,
People from other countries will tend your vineyards.
You will be called “priests of the LORD,”
You will be named “the servants of our God.”
You will have riches from all the nations on earth
And, you will take pride in them.
Instead of being ashamed, you will receive twice as much wealth;
Instead of being disgraced, you will be happy in what you receive.
You will receive a double-share of the land
So, your happiness will continue forever.
The LORD says, “I love justice;
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I hate stealing, and everything that is wrong.
I will be fair and give My people what they should have,
I will make a covenant with them that will continue forever.
Everyone in all nations will know the children of My people
And, their children will be known among the nations.
Anyone who sees them will know
That the LORD blesses them.”
The LORD makes me very happy,
All that I am rejoices in my God.
The LORD has covered me with clothes of salvation,
He has covered me with a coat of goodness.
I am like a groom dressed for his wedding,
I am like a bride dressed in jewels.
The soil causes plants to grow
And a garden causes the seeds planted there to grow.
In the same way, the LORD will make what is right to grow,
He will make praise come from all the nations.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The prediction in Isaiah 61:102 is the words of the LORD Jesus
Christ when He returned to the synagogue at Nazareth (His boyhood
home) to preach. Jesus read the scroll, “The Spirit of the LORD is upon
Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He
has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD” (Luke
4:18-19). Notice Jesus didn’t include the very last statement of the
prediction: “And the day of vengeance of our God” (61:2). That’s
because what He read related to His first coming and what He left out
related to His second coming. LORD Jesus, I’m glad You interpreted

the Scriptures correctly. Thank You for the Old Testament
predictions of Your first coming that give me confidence in Scripture
because they were fulfilled accurately. The predictions of Your
second coming motivate me to live godly and anticipate Your return.
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The LORD promises “beauty for ashes” (61:3). When we destroy
our life by rebellious sin, we end up with ashes. Everything we have is
burned to ashes. But when we turn our life over to Jesus, He
transforms everything we give to Him. Only Jesus can take ashes and
turn them into something beautiful. LORD, I give my successes and

failures to You. Forgive me all my sin. Give me a new nature and a
new purpose in life. Give me beauty for ashes. Make something
beautiful out of my life.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JERUSALEM’S NEW NAME
Isaiah 62
Because I love Jerusalem, I will continue to speak on her behalf;
For Jerusalem’s sake, I will not stop speaking.
I will speak until her goodness shines like a bright light,
I will speak until her salvation burns bright like a flame.
O Jerusalem, the nations will see your righteousness,
All kings will see your honor.
Then you will have a new name;
The LORD Himself will give you that new name.
You will be like a beautiful crown in the LORD’s hand,
You will be like a king’s crown in your God’s hand.
You will never again be called “The People whom God Left”,
Your land will never again be called “The Land that God
Destroyed”.
You will be called “The People whom God Loves”,
Your land will be called “The Bride of God”.
This is because the LORD loves you
And, your land will belong to him, just as a bride belongs to her
husband.
As a young man marries a woman,
So your children will marry your land.
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As a man is very happy about his new wife,
So your God will be happy with you.
O Jerusalem, I have put guards on the walls to watch;
They must not be silent day or night.
You people who remind the LORD
Should never be quiet.
You should not stop praying to the LORD until He builds up Jerusalem,
Don’t stop until He makes Jerusalem a city that all people will praise.
The LORD has made a promise
And, by His power, He will keep His promise.
He said, “I will never again give your grain
As food to your enemies.
I will not let your enemies drink the wine
That you have worked to make.
The person who gathers food will eat it
And, he will praise the LORD.
The person who gathers the grapes will drink the wine
In the courts of My temple.”
Go through, go through the gates;
Make the way ready for the people.
Build up, build up the road;
Move all the stones off the road.
Raise the banner as a sign for the people,
The LORD is speaking
To all the faraway lands:
Tell the people of Jerusalem,
‘Look, your Saviour is coming.
He is bringing your reward to you,
He is bringing his payment with him.’”
His people will be called “The Holy People”,
They will be called “The Saved People of the LORD “.
And, Jerusalem will be called “The City that God Wants”,
It will be named “The City that God has not Rejected”.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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The LORD says that we shall bring glory to Him. “Thou shalt also
be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD” (62:3, KJV). LORD, I want to

glorify You in my life and through my service. May everything I do
glorify You.

It is interesting that the LORD holds back two things—His
peace and rest—until He restores Jerusalem (62:1). God is peace,
and when we know Him intimately, we get His peace. The LORD
worked six days in creation, then “rested” (Gen. 2:2). He wasn’t tired
or worn out; when God rested, it meant He finished His work of
creation. Therefore God is working in today’s world and will not rest
until Jerusalem is restored. LORD, I get my peace from You when You

indwell me and control me. Come into my life today and bring Your
peace. You will rest when Jerusalem is reestablished, I too will rest.

Notice the two results seen in two words. “Until the
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth” (62:1, KJV). In these two words,
righteousness and salvation are interchangeable. Righteousness is
the lamp that burns in the night to show us God’s path. And salvation
will be like the lamp or torch that illumines us. LORD, this world is

dark; I need Your light. Show me where to walk today. I need light to
show me Your glory, and to show me my failures. Please “shine even
brighter unto the perfect day” (Pro. 4:18).
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD’S VICTORY
Isaiah 63
Who is this coming from Edom?
He comes from the city of Bozrah.
Who is this dressed in fine clothes?
He marches forward with his great power.
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He says, “I, the LORD, speak what is right;
I have the power to save you.”
Why are your clothes bright red
As if you had walked on the grapes to make wine?
The LORD answers, “I have walked in the wine-press alone;
No one among the nations helped Me.
I was angry and walked on the nations,
I crushed them because of My anger.
Blood splattered on My clothes,
I stained all My clothing.
I chose a time to punish people
And, the time has come for Me to save My people.
I looked around, but I saw no one to help Me;
I was surprised that no one supported Me.
So, I used My own power to save My people;
My own anger supported Me.
While I was angry, I walked on the nations;
In my anger, I punished them
And poured their blood on the ground!”
PRAISE AND PRAYER TO THE LORD
I will tell about the LORD’s kindness
And, I will praise Him for what He has done.
He has given many good things to us,
He has been very good to the people of Israel.
The LORD has shown mercy to us
And, He has been kind to us.
The LORD said, “These are My people;
My children will not lie to me,”
So, the LORD saved them.
When they suffered, He suffered too;
He sent His own angel to save them.
Because of His love and kindness, the LORD saved them;
Since long ago, He has picked them up and carried them.
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But they turned against the LORD,
They made His Holy Spirit very sad.
So, the LORD became their enemy
And, He fought against them.
But then His people remembered what happened long ago,
They remembered Moses.
Where is the lord who brought the people through the Red Sea?
Where is the One who brought them with the leaders of His
people?
Where is the One
Who put His Holy Spirit among them?
The LORD led Moses by the right hand,
The LORD led him by His wonderful power.
The LORD divided the water before them, so that the people could
walk Through the Red Sea;
And, by this, the LORD made His Name famous forever.
The LORD led the people through the deep waters;
Like a horse walking through a desert,
The people did not stumble.
Like cattle that go down to the valley,
The Spirit of the LORD led the people to a place of rest.
O LORD, that is the way You led Your people;
And, by this, You made Your Name wonderful.
O LORD, look down from the heavens and see;
Look at us from Your wonderful holy home in heaven.
Where is Your strong love and power?
Why are You keeping Your love and mercy from us?
You are our Father,
Abraham doesn’t know that we are his children;
Israel doesn’t acknowledge who we are.
O LORD, You are our Father;
You are called “The LORD who has always saved us”.
O LORD, why are You making us wander?
Why do You make us stubborn, so that we don’t honor You?
For our sake, come back to us;
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We are Your servants, and we belong to You.
Your people had Your temple for a while
But now our enemies have walked on Your holy place and
crushed it.
You have never ruled over some people;
They have never worn Your Name,
And, we have become like those people.
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter begins by asking a question, “Who is this that
cometh from Edom?” (63:1, KJV). Remember Edom were children from
Esau, they hated Jacob and rebelled against God. Edom is
representative of all those tribe-nations that hate Israel, and thus,
they hated the God of Israel. They had a history of hostility toward
Israel. So the one coming from Edom—and Bozrah its capital city—is
the Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ. He is “red in thine apparel” (63:2,
KJV) meaning this is the picture of Jesus’ second coming in judgment.
“He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and His name is
called The Word of God” (Rev. 19:13, KJV). This is Jesus in judgment.

LORD, I know You will judge all rebellion and sin, thank You for judging
my sin at Calvary so I don’t have to be punished at the end of the age.
You are “mighty to save” (63:1, KJV).
Jesus is described in “the greatness of His strength” (63:1, KJV).

Because we’ve spent a lifetime learning Jesus’ meekness, we forget
about His strength. LORD Jesus, I rest in Your great strength to protect

me, guide me, and deliver me to heaven. I feel secure in the
greatness of Your strength.

After viewing the Judgment of Jesus on His enemies, notice
what Isaiah says, “I will mention the loving kindnesses of the LORD,
and the praises of the LORD” (63:7, KJV). Notice in that verse twice the
LORD’s abundant mercies are described in the plural. That means He
has a lot of it to go around. LORD, I begin where Israel began, with

thanksgiving. I thank You for Your loving kindnesses given me. Then
I praise You for all mercies bestowed on me.
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Isaiah calls God his Father, “Doubtless You are our father”
(63:16). Then he returns to say, “You, O LORD, are our Father” (63:16).

LORD, You are my Father, I come to You with my need, just as a child
comes to an earthly father with their need. Give me this day my daily
bread.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD’S JUDGEMENT
Isaiah 64
Tear open the skies, and come down to earth;
The mountains would tremble in Your presence.
Be like a fire that burns twigs,
Be like a fire that makes water boil.
Do this, so that Your enemies will know who You are
Then all nations will shake with fear when they see You.
You have done amazing things that we did not expect,
You came down, and the mountains trembled in Your presence.
From long ago, no one has ever heard of a God like You;
No one has ever seen a God besides You,
You help the people who trust You.
You help those who enjoy doing good,
You help those who remember how You want them to live.
But You were angry, because we sinned;
For a long time, we disobeyed;
How will we be saved?
All of us are dirty with sin,
All the so-called “good” things are like filthy pieces of cloth.
All of us are like dead leaves,
Like the wind, our sins have carried us away.
No one worships You,
No one even asks You to help us.
So, You have turned away from us
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And, we are destroyed because of our sins.
But, O LORD, You are our Father;
We are like clay, and You are the potter;
Your hands made us all.
O LORD, don’t continue to be angry with us;
Don’t remember our sins forever.
Please, look at us
Because we are all Your people.
Your holy cities are empty like the desert,
Zion is like a desert;
Jerusalem is destroyed.
Our ancestors worshiped You
In our holy and wonderful temple.
But now it has been burned with fire,
All our precious things have been destroyed.
When You see these things, will You hold yourself back from
Helping us, O LORD?
Will You be silent and punish us beyond what we can stand?
MY TIME TO PRAY
Isaiah is praying for the coming of the LORD in power, “Oh that
thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that
the mountains might flow down at thy presence” (64:1, KJV). This is a
reference to the second coming of Christ, “Behold He cometh with
clouds, and every eye shall see him . . .” (Rev. 1:7, KJV). The melting of
mountains refers to “the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up” (2 Peter
3:10, KJV). LORD, I look for Your return, and I will live holy to prepare

myself for Your return. Even so, come LORD Jesus.

Isaiah confesses his unworthiness, “But we are all as an
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (64:6,
KJV). LORD, I agree with Isaiah that any good thing I have done is just

“filthy rags.” All my righteousness will fade as a leaf and the wind
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will blow it away. You are my righteousness, You are my reward, You
are my perfection. I have nothing but You.
Because I am nothing, I confess with Israel, “We all are the
work of Thy hand” (64:8). LORD, work Your beauty in me that I may be

beautiful for You. Work Your skill in me that I may serve You
effectively. Work Your faithfulness in me that I may please You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD PUNISHES REBELLIOUS PEOPLE AND REWARDS OBEDIENT PEOPLE
Isaiah 65
The LORD says, “I made Myself known to people who were NOT
searching For Me;
I was found by those who were not asking Me for help.
I spoke to a nation that was not praying to Me,
I said, ‘Here I am, here I am.’
All day long, I stood ready to accept
People who turned against Me.
However, the way they continue to live is not good,
They do anything they want to do.
Right in front of Me
They continue to do things that make Me angry.
They offer sacrifices to their false gods in their gardens,
They burn incense on altars of brick.
They sit among the graves,
They spend their nights waiting to get messages from the
dead.
They eat the meat of pigs,
Their pots are full of soup made from meat that is forbidden to
eat.
But they tell others, ‘Stay away. Don’t come near me,
I am too holy for you.
‘These people are like smoke in My nose,
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Like a fire that burns all the time, they continue to make Me
angry.
“Look, it is written here before Me;
I will not be quiet. Instead, I will repay you in full;
I will punish you for what you have done.
I will punish you for your sins and the sins of your ancestors,”
Says the LORD.
“They burned incense to false gods on the mountains,
They shamed Me on those hills.
So, I will punish them as they should be punished
For what they did.”
This is what the LORD says: “When there is juice left in the grapes,
People do not destroy them;
They know there is some good left in them.
I will do the same thing to My servants,
I will not completely destroy them.
I will leave some of the children of Jacob,
Some of the people of Judah will receive My mountain.
I will choose the people who will live there,
My servants will live there.
Then the Plain of Sharon will be a field for sheep,
The Valley of Achor will be a place for cattle to rest;
They will be for the people who want to follow Me.
“But you who abandoned the LORD will be punished,
You forgot about My holy mountain.
You worship the false god named “Luck”,
You hold religious feasts for the false god named “Fate”.
But I decide your fate, and I will punish you with My sword;
You will all be killed.
This is because I called you, but you refused to answer;
I spoke to you, but you wouldn’t listen.
You did the things that I said were evil,
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You chose to do things that displease Me.”
So, the LORD said these things: “My servants will eat,
But you evil people will be hungry.
My servants will drink,
But you evil people will be thirsty.
My servants will be happy,
But you evil people will be shamed.
My servants will shout for joy
Because of the goodness of their hearts.
But you evil people will cry,
Because you will be sad;
You will cry loudly because your spirits will be broken.
Your names will be like curses to My servants
And, the LORD will put you to death;
However, He will call His servants by another name.
People in the land who ask for blessings
Will ask for them from the faithful God.
People in the land who make a promise
Will vow in the Name of the faithful God.
This is because the troubles of the past will be forgotten,
I will make those troubles go away.”
NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH
“Look, I will make new heavens and a new earth
And, people will not remember the past;
They will not think about those things.
My people will be happy forever
Because of the things I will create.
I will create a Jerusalem that is full of joy
And, I will make her people a delight.
Then I will rejoice over Jerusalem,
I will be delighted with My people.
There will never again
Be crying and sadness in that city.
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There will never be a baby from that city
Who lives only a few days.
And, there will never be an older person
Who doesn’t have a long life.
A person who lives 100 years will be called “young”,
And, the person who dies before he is 100 will be thought of as a
“sinner”.
In that city, the person who builds a house will live there,
The person who plants vineyards will get to eat grapes.
No more will one person build a house, but someone else lives there;
One person will not plant a garden, but someone else eats its
fruit.
My people will live a long time
Just as trees live long.
My chosen people will live there
And enjoy the things they make.
People will never again work without reward,
They will never again give birth to children who die young.
All of My people will be blessed by the LORD,
My people and their children will be blessed.
I will provide for their needs before they ask,
I will help them while they are still asking for help.
Wolves and lambs will eat together in peace,
Lions will eat hay like oxen.
A snake on the ground will not hurt anyone,
They will not hurt or destroy each other
On all My holy mountain,” says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God makes a profound statement about the Gentiles, “I was
sought by those who did not ask for Me; I was found by those who did
not seek Me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’ to a nation that was not
called by My name.” (65:1). The Gentiles were not from the root of
Abraham, yet they sought salvation. The Jews were called “a
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rebellious people” (65:2), and “a people who provoke Me” (65:3). So
God rejected His people and the Gentiles turned to the God of the
Jews, and were incorporated into “the body of Christ.” LORD, thank

You for receiving me and being gracious to me a Gentile. I have found
You and I rejoice in salvation.

Paul quotes this section in Romans 10:19. “I will provoke you
(Jews) to jealousy by those (Gentiles) who are not a nation.” In this
we see how God uses the Gentiles to motivate the Jews to return to
Jehovah. But also, we see God’s sovereign choice of the Gentiles.

LORD, thank You that through Abraham You have blessed all the world.
Through Abraham’s seed has come the Scriptures, and the Messiah.
Thank You for Abraham. Thank You for the Scriptures. Thank You for
the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

In this chapter, Isaiah looks prophetically into the future
further than any other Old Testament prophet. He looks beyond the
coming of Messiah the first time, and beyond the church of Gentiles.
He looks beyond the Tribulation, the return of the LORD and the
Millennium Kingdom. He looks beyond the judgment throne to “new
heavens and a new earth” (65:17). Notice the word “create” comes
from bara, the original word in Genesis 1 that describes the creative
work of God in the beginning. God begins and ends history with His
creative act. The new heaven and earth is where all God’s people—
Jew and Gentile—will live for all eternity. LORD, I look forward to

living in heaven. Because of the work You’ve done in my heart, it’s as
real as if I were already there.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH IS PLEASE WITH THOSE WHO OBEY
Isaiah 66
This is what the LORD says: “The skies are My throne,
The earth is My footstool.
So, do you think you can build a house for Me?
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There is no place where I need to rest.
My hand made all things,
All things are here because I made them,” says the LORD.
“These are the people whom I am pleased with,
They are those who are not proud or stubborn;
They revere Me and obey Me.
But those people who kill bulls as a sacrifice to Me
Are like those who kill men.
Those who kill sheep as a sacrifice to Me
Are like those who break the necks of dogs.
Those who give Me food-offerings
Are like those who offer Me the blood of pigs.
Those who burn incense
Are like those who worship idols.
These people choose their own ways—not Mine,
They love the disgusting things that they do.
So, I will punish them,
I will punish them using what they fear most.
I called to them, but they did not listen;
I spoke to them, but they did not hear Me.
They did things that I said were evil,
They chose to do things that I did not like.”
You people who obey the words of the LORD,
Listen to what He says:
“Your brothers hated you,
They turned against you because you followed Me.
Your brothers said, `When the LORD is honored,
We will come back and rejoice with you;’
Nevertheless, they will be punished.
Listen to the loud noise coming from the city,
Hear the noise from the temple—
It is the LORD punishing His enemies,
He is giving them the punishment that they should have.
“A woman does not give birth before she feels the pain,
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She does not give birth to a son before she feels the pain of
birth.
No one has ever heard of that happening,
No one has ever seen that happen.
In the same way, no one ever saw a country begin in one day;
No one has ever heard of a new nation beginning in one day.
But Jerusalem will give birth to her children
Just as soon as she feels the birth pains.
In the same way, I will not cause pain
Without allowing something new to be born,” says the LORD.
“If I cause you the pain,
Then I will not stop you from giving birth to your new nation,”
says your God.
“O Jerusalem, rejoice;
All you people who love her, be happy.
Those of you who felt sad for her
Should now feel happy with her.
You will enjoy her good things and be satisfied
As a child is nursed by its mother.
You will receive her good things
And enjoy her wealth.”
This is what the LORD says:
“I will give her peace that will flow to her like a river,
The wealth of the nations will come flowing to her.
Like babies, you will be nursed and held in my arms;
You will be bounced on my knees.
I will comfort you
As a mother comforts her child,
You will be comforted in Jerusalem.”
When you see these things, you will be happy;
You will grow like the grass.
The LORD’s servants will see His power
But the LORD’s enemies will see His anger.
Look, the LORD is coming with fire;
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The LORD’s armies are coming with clouds of dust.
He will punish those people with His anger,
He will punish them with flames of fire.
The LORD will judge the people with fire,
He will destroy many people with His sword;
He will kill many people.
“These people make themselves holy and pure to go to worship their
false gods in their gardens. They follow each other into their
special gardens. They eat the meat of pigs and rats and other
disgusting things. But they will all be destroyed together,”
says the LORD.
“I know they have evil thoughts and do evil things. So, I am coming to
punish them. I will gather all nations and all people. All people
will come together and see My splendor. “I will put a mark on
some of the people. And, I will send some of these people to
the nations. I will send them to Tarshish, Libya, Lud (the land of
archers), Tubal, Greece, and all the faraway lands. These
people have never heard about what I have done. They have
never seen My splendor. So, the people will tell the nations
about My splendor. And, they will bring all your fellow
Israelites from all nations. They will bring them to My holy
mountain in Jerusalem. Your fellow Israelites will come on
horses, on donkeys, on camels, and in chariots and wagons.
They will be like the food-offerings that the people bring in
clean containers to the temple,” says the LORD.
“And, I will choose some of these people to be priests and Levites,”
says the LORD.
“I will make new heavens and the new earth. And, they will last
forever,” says the LORD. “In the same way, your names and your
children will always be with Me. All people will come to
worship Me. They will come to worship Me every Sabbath and
every New Moon,” says the LORD. “They will go out and see the
corpses of the people who sinned against Me. The worms that
eat them will never die. The fires that burn them will never
stop. And, everyone will hate to see those bodies.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
God tells all that while we may build a structure to honor God
(Tabernacle, Solomon’s Temple, Millennial Temple), we may in no way
build a house that can contain God. God is immense, “Heaven is My
throne” (66:1), so nothing is big enough to contain God. God asks,
“Where is the place of My rest?” (66:1). LORD, come dwell in my heart,

I want my life to be a living temple for You. I am not perfect, but I will
live for You. I am not smart, but I will learn of You. I am not talented,
but I will serve You. Use my feeble efforts to glorify You as You live in
my body.

Who does God accept? “But on this one will I look: on him who
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My word” (66:2).
God rejects the sinful, and rebellious, and filthy, but He accepts those
who come to Him humbly and meekly. LORD, I come to You knowing I

don’t deserve Your mercy and grace. I bow in Your presence to
worship Your magnitude and kindness. I plead for Your power to help
me live holy and without blame. You are everything, I am nothing.
Amen.
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INTRODUCTION
THE BOOK OF JOEL
Joel (which means “Yahweh is God”) is named as the
author of these prophecies. This name is found several times
elsewhere in the Old Testament, but none of these men can be
identified with this prophet who is called “the son of Pethuel.”
Therefore, beyond this inspired writing, we know almost
nothing of Joel.
It is almost impossible to assign a date to the origin of
the Book of Joel. Scholars have tended to date it either among
the earliest or among the latest of the prophetic writings. They
generally agree that his ministry was carried out in Judah.
Conservative scholars usually place it during the reign of
Joash (9th century B.C.), before the exile. It is noted that the
enemies mentioned in Joel are the Philistines, the
Phoenicians, the Egyptians, and the Edomites of their earlier
history rather than Assyria and Babylonia of later historical
importance. Other scholars place it after the exile, pointing
out that no mention is made of the northern kingdom and that
elders and priests seem to be in authority rather than a king.
Neither of these lines of reasoning is conclusive for dating, nor
is the fact that it is the second book in order among the socalled Minor Prophets.
The prophecy is clearly divided into two parts. In
chapter 1:1-2:27, Joel uses the description of a plague of locusts
and a drought to call the people to repentance with fear,
fasting, and prayer. In chapter 2:28-3:21, God’s mercy drives
out the locusts and gives a plentiful harvest, bringing
blessings to His people and punishment to their enemies.
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“The day of Yahweh” which is “coming” is a major theme
in Joel. On the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:16), Peter quoted Joel
2:28-32 about the outpouring of the Spirit, stating that is was
fulfilled on that very day! But this is the application of the
principle of “double fulfillment.” The prophecy was fulfilled
first on the day of Pentecost, and will be fulfilled second when
Christ returns to judge the world.
SCRIPTURE
THE THREAT OF LOCUSTS
Joel 1
The message of the LORD that was given to Joel, the son of Pethuel:
“O elders, hear this.
Listen to me, all you people who live in the land.
Nothing like this has ever occurred during your lifetimes,
or even during the lifetimes of your ancestors!
Tell your children about these things.
And let your children tell their children.
And let your grandchildren tell their children.
Whatever the gnawing locusts have not eaten,
the swarming locusts have eaten.
And, whatever the swarming locusts have not eaten,
the hopping locusts have eaten.
And, whatever the hopping locusts have not eaten,
the stripping locusts have eaten.
Sober up and weep, you drunkards.
Wail, all you drinkers of wine.
Why? Because your grape juice
has been stolen from you.
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Why? Because a powerful nation has come up into My land.
It has too many soldiers to count.
It has teeth like a lion.
And, it has molars like a lioness.
That army has destroyed My grapevines.
It has completely damaged My fig trees.
It has stripped the trees bare,
and thrown them away,
leaving their branches exposed.
Wail like a virgin girl would grieve,
if the young man that she was about to marry
were to be killed.
There will be no more food-offerings or drink-offerings
offered at the temple of the LORD.
Because of this, the priests,
the servants of the LORD mourn.
The fields are ruined.
The soil mourns.
The grain is ruined.
The new wine is dried up.
And the olive oil runs out.
Be sad, you farmers.
Wail, you who grow the grapes.
Grieve for the wheat and for the barley.
Why? Because the harvest in the field is gone.
The grapevines have withered,
and the fig trees are dying.
The pomegranate trees, the date-palm, and the apple trees are all
dying.
All the trees in the field have dried up.
The happiness of people has dried up, too.”
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REPENT
“O you priests, dress for sadness and lament.
Your servants of the altar, wail.
Go on, sleep all night in your rough cloth, you servants of my God.
Why? Because there will be no more food-offerings or drinkofferings
offered at the temple of your God.
Summon the people for a serious meeting!
Schedule a time for a fast.
Gather the elders together,
and everyone who lives in the land.
Bring them to the temple of the LORD, your God.
Let them cry out to the LORD:
‘This will be a terrible day.’
Why? Because the LORD’s day for judging is near.
At that time, ruination will come from Almighty God.
Our food was taken away while we watched.
Joy and happiness are gone
from the temple of our God.
“We planted seeds,
but they shriveled up and died in the dirt.
The barns are in ruins.
The empty granaries are falling apart.
Why? Because the grain has dried up.
The farm animals are hungry and complaining.
The herds of cattle are wandering around, confused.
There is no grass for them to eat.
Even the flocks of sheep are suffering.
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To You, LORD, I am appealing for help.
The extreme heat has burned up the open pastures.
All the trees in the field are scorched.
The wild animals need Your help, too.
The water in the streams has dried up.
The extreme heat has burned up the open pastures.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The credibility of God’s prophets was not in their preparation
or experience, but in God Himself, Who was the source of their
message, and the originator of their ministry. LORD, I recognize my

service for You is not about me, but about You. I submit to You the
source of my ministry. Fill me with Your power, and Your message.
Guide me to the place of ministry, and give me spiritual power to
accomplish what You send me to do.

Joel predicts the coming of an invading army who strips the
Holy Land of everything that is good and valuable. The army will be
like locusts which eat every sign of life. Both leave death. Because
of the people’s sin, God will judge them. LORD, open my eyes to sin in

my life so I can repent before judgment comes. LORD, I pray against
the sin of my nation, I repent for my nation before judgment comes.
Forgive us! Have mercy!
Joel invites the people to a “solemn assembly” (KJV), called in
this text, “a serious meeting” (PEB). Not a meeting to rejoice, sing

Psalms of praise, or even for preaching or teaching. In a solemn
assembly, the people spend their time searching their heart for sin,
confessing sin, and begging God for mercy, rather than justice. LORD,

I call my own private solemn assembly. Show me any hidden sin or
ignorant sin. Forgive me by the blood of Christ (1 John 1:7-10) and
don’t judge me. Be merciful.

Page 5 of 16

The Hebrew word for fast “Tsum” is to be deprived of food
because of an emergency. When you hear your spouse was in an
accident and you rush to the emergency room; you don’t stop by a
hamburger stand because it’s lunch time. The threat of danger takes
away your appetite. LORD, I fast from earthly food, seeking to eat and

drink of You (John 6:37). I fast to raise my prayers to a higher level of
intercession. Please don’t punish me for my sin and please bless me.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE DAY OF YAHWEH IS NEAR
Joel 2
“Blow the trumpet in Jerusalem.
Shout a warning on My holy mountain.
Let all the people who live in the land tremble with fear.
Why? Because the LORD’s day is coming; it’s near.
It will be a dark, gloomy day.
It will be a black, cloudy day.
Like dawn, that great and powerful army will spread over the
mountains.
There has never been anything like that in ancient times.
And, there will never be anything like it again.
That army will destroy the land,
like a fire.
The land in front of them is beautiful, like the Garden of Eden.
But, behind them, the land will be like an empty desert.
Yes, nothing will escape them.
They look like horses.
They gallop like war-horses.
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Listen to the sounds, it is like the noise of chariots
rumbling on the mountain-tops.
It is like the noise of crackling flames of fire
burning dry stalks.
They are like a powerful army that is lined up for battle. As they come
near, the nations will be anxious.
Every face is flushed with terror.
This ‘army’ will charge ahead like soldiers.
They will climb up the walls like warriors.
They will all keep marching straight ahead.
They will not swerve off their paths.
They will not bump into each other.
Each ‘soldier’ will march straight ahead.
They will plunge through the defenses
without breaking ranks.
They will rush against the city.
They will run over the walls.
They will climb up into the houses.
Like thieves, they will get in through the windows.
Ahead of them, the earth will quake,
and the sky will shudder.
The sun and the moon will become dark,
and the stars will stop shining.
And, the LORD will call out His orders loudly,
as He leads His ‘troops’ forward.
And, that ‘army’ will obey His commands.
It will be a very large and powerful army.’
No one will be able to stand up against it.”
CHANGE YOUR HEARTS
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The LORD declares: “Yet even now, you people should turn back to Me
with all your hearts.
Have a fast; start weeping and wailing.”
Tearing your clothes is not enough to show that you are sad.
Tear your hearts in repentance.
Come back to the LORD, your God.
He is kind, and He is merciful.
He does not easily become angry.
His constant love is great.
And, sometimes, He changes His mind about punishing evil.
Who knows? Perhaps the LORD may stop and change His mind,
and He’ll leave behind a blessing for you?
Then you could offer food-offerings and drink-offerings
to the LORD, your God.
Blow the trumpet in Jerusalem!
Schedule a time of fasting.
Call for a serious meeting.
Assemble the people together.
Consecrate the congregation.
Bring the elders together.
Bring the children together,
even the infants that still feed at the breasts of their mothers.
The groom should come out of his room;
the bride should come from her bridal chamber.
Let the priests, the servants of the LORD, weep.
They should weep between the altar and entrance to the
temple.
They should pray: “O LORD, take pity on Your people.
Don’t let Your heritage be put to shame.
Don’t let foreign nations make fun of them.
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Don’t let people of the other nations ask:
‘Where is their god?’”
GOD ANSWERS
Then the LORD became jealous about His land.
He felt sorry for his people.
The LORD gave this answer to His people:
“See, I am sending you grain, new wine, and olive oil.
You will have plenty.
I will no longer shame you
among the nations.
I will drive out from you the army which came from the north.
I will force some of them into a dry, empty land.
The soldiers in front will be pushed into the Dead Sea.
And, the soldiers in the rear will be pushed into the
Mediterranean Sea.
Their corpses will rot and stink
because of all the horrible things they did to you.”
Nevertheless, O land, don’t be afraid.
Instead, be happy and glad
because the LORD is doing wonderful things.
You animals of the fields, don’t be afraid.
The open pastures will grow grass.
The trees will produce their fruit.
The fig trees and the vines will grow much fruit.
So, be happy, O you people of Jerusalem.
Be joyful in the LORD, your God.
He will do what is right,
and He will give you the autumn rains.
He will send you abundant showers,
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both the autumn rain and the spring rains,
as before.
And the threshing-floors will be full of wheat.
And, the barrels will overflow with new wine and olive oil.
“I was the One who sent My great ‘army’ against you.
Those swarming locusts and the hopping locusts,
the stripping locusts and the gnawing locusts ate up your
crops.
However, I will make it up to you
for those bad years.
Then you will have plenty to eat,
and you will be satisfied.
You people will praise the Name of the LORD, your God.
He has treated you wonderfully.
My people will never be shamed again.
Then you will know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I am the LORD your God.
There is no other God.
And, My people will never be shamed again.”
THE DAY OF YAHWEH
“And, after this, I will pour out My Spirit upon all people.
Your sons and your daughters will prophesy.
Your old men will have special dreams.
Your young men will see visions.
At that time, I will pour out My Spirit
upon My servants, both men and women.
I will show amazing things
in the sky above,
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and, on the earth,
blood, fire, and thick smoke.
The sun will be changed into darkness,
and the moon will become red like blood.
Then the great and glorious day of the LORD will come.
Then everyone who trusts in the Name of the LORD
will be saved.
There will be salvation upon Mount Zion and in Jerusalem.
This will occur just as the LORD has said.
And the survivors are those whom the LORD will summon.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Joel warns of a future time when “The Day of the LORD” will
come. It will be the Great Tribulation, followed by the millennium.
The army on that day will be the worst invaders ever. They will be
sent by the LORD Himself. So the LORD pleads, “You people should
turn back to Me with all your hearts! Have a fast; start weeping and
wailing . . . Let your hearts be broken (2:12, 13, PEB). LORD, serious sin

demands serious fasting and repentance. All sin is serious to You, so
open my eyes to see the comprehensiveness of my sin so I will
repent with all my heart. Help LORD.

The LORD tells His people what will happen in the end times.
The earth will quake, the sun and moon will become dark, and the
stars will stop shining. The voice of the LORD will sound out from
heaven. In that future end times, Israel must fast, just as in Joel’s day.
Technically, this is called, “The law of double fulfillment.” God will
fulfill his prophecy in the New Testament, and God will fulfill it in the
future Day of the LORD. Lord, help me see Your future plan with the

Jews, as well as Your present plan with me. LORD, I trust You because
the future will happen just as You predict.
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The LORD promises, “I will pour out My Spirit upon all people”
(2:28, PEB), also see Acts 2:17. God will send the Holy Spirit in revival
on the Day of Pentecost, as well as in the future Day of the LORD. Lord,

I want Your Spirit poured out on me. I will find the pitcher and stand
under the spout so the oil of the Holy Spirit will pour on me. I’m here!
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH WILL JUDGE THE NATIONS
Joel 3
The LORD says: “Listen, in those days and at that time,
I will bring back the prosperity of Judah and Jerusalem.
I will also gather all the nations together.
I will bring them down into the Valley of Jehoshaphat.
And there, I will judge them.
O Israel, those nations scattered My people and My heritage.
They forced My people to live among other nations.
They divided up My land.
They picked lots for My people.
They traded boys to get prostitutes.
And, they sold young girls to buy wine to drink.
O Tyre and Sidon, and all of you regions of Philistia, what do you have
against me? Are you trying to pay Me back for something I did?
If so, then I will very quickly do to you what you have done to
Me!
You have taken My silver and gold.
You carried off My finest treasures to your own pagan temples.
You sold the people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks,
so that you could remove them far from their borders.
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Nevertheless, I will rouse them up
from the place where you sold them.
And, I will do to you what you have done to them.
And, I will sell your sons and your daughters
to the people of Judah.
Then they will sell them to the Sabean people,
to that faraway nation.”
The LORD has spoken.
JUDGMENT TIME
Announce this among the nations: “Prepare for war.
Wake up the soldiers.
Let all the men of war come near and attack.
Forge your plows into swords,
Make spears out of your trimming-hooks.
Let the weak one say:
‘I am strong.’
All you nations, hurry up,
come from everywhere,
gather yourselves to that place.
O LORD, send down Your soldiers to attack them.
“Wake up, O nations. Come to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.
Why? Because I will sit there
to judge all the surrounding nations.
Cut them down like stalks of grain,
because the harvest is ripe.
Come in, walk on top of them,
because the wine-press is full.
The barrels are spilling over.
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These people are so evil.
“There are millions and millions of people
waiting in the Valley of Decision.
The day of the LORD is near
in the Valley of Decision.
The sun and the moon will become dark,
and the stars will stop shining.”
THE LORD WILL BLESS HIS PEOPLE
The LORD will roar like a lion from Zion,
His loud growl will come out of Jerusalem,
and the sky and the earth will shake.
But the LORD will be a safe place for His people.
He will be a fortress for the people of Israel.
“Then you will know that I am the LORD, your God.
I dwell on My holy Mountain, in Zion,
Jerusalem will be sacred,
Strangers will never take over that city again.
“On that day, this is what will happen:
The mountains will be covered with grapes for sweet wine.
The hills will be teeming with animals that give milk,
And, water will flow through all the ravines of Judah.
A fountain will flow from the temple of the LORD,
It will provide water to the Valley of Acacia Trees.
But Egypt will become desolate.
And, Edom will become a desolate desert.
They were so cruel to the people of Judah,
They killed innocent people in the land of Judah.
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So, I will avenge their blood,
and I will not acquit those who are guilty.
But there will always be people living in Judah,
and, people will live in Jerusalem from now on.
The LORD dwells in Zion.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God tells His people that an invasion is coming from the
nations (this word means Gentiles), so turn their instruments of
peace into tools of war. “Beat your plowshares into swords and your
pruning hooks into spears” (v. 10, PEB). LORD, there is a time for war,

so I will prepare for an enemy. There are times of peace, so I will live
peacefully in Your presence.

Joel predicts the great battle in the valley of Armageddon (Rev.
16:16). Technically, it will happen in the historic Valley of
Jehoshaphat. The armies of the nations (1:1, 11, 12) will assemble
against Israel and attack God’s people. But God will destroy them in
vengeance that is likened to hell itself. The prophets describe the
immensity of the battle. “There are millions and millions of people
waiting in the valley of decision” (v. 14, PEB). Why will God destroy
them? “These people are so evil” (v. 13, PEB). LORD, I read in Scripture

what will happen in the end times. Since I know what will happen, I
am spiritually prepared. I know You as Savior, and in the end times, I
will be saved.

Next, the LORD predicts a time of millennial peace. Why peace?
Because the LORD says, “I dwell on My holy Mountain, in Zion . . .
Strangers will never take over that city again! (v. 17, PEB). LORD, I live

in a time of testing where I must live triumphantly over sin. I must
face threats of all types, and triumph over them. LORD, I yearn for
peace and security. I yearn to live with You.
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Amen.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO JONAH
The Book of Jonah is unique among the prophets in that,
instead of containing a group of oracles or visions; it relates an
extended episode in the life of the prophet. From 2 Kings 14:25 we
learn that Jonah was from Gath-Hepher, a town in Galilee, and that he
prophesied during the time of Jeroboam II, which means that his
book is probably dated to the first half of the eighth century B.C.
The story line is simple. God called Jonah to go to the great
city of Nineveh and denounce her wickedness, but he fled by boat in
the opposite direction; because Jonah was a typical Jew who had no
mercy on gentiles. Jonah was thrown overboard to save those on his
ship from a fierce storm, and God arranged for him to be swallowed
by a large fish. After three days, the fish spit him out on dry land, and
God again called Jonah to preach against Nineveh. This time he went.
His message that Nineveh would be overthrown in 40 days
was as powerful as it was brief. The entire city repented, and God
cancelled his judgment against them. Jonah became angry because
of this; he went out of the city to see what would happen to it. God
caused a plant to grow up to shade Jonah, and then He caused it to
die. Jonah was again angry, because he needed the shade, but God
used the incident to teach him a lesson about forgiveness and mercy.
God pointed out that Jonah was more concerned about a plant than
he was about a city with more than 120,000 inhabitants.
The Book of Jonah occupies an important position in the Old
Testament canon, because it so clearly shows that, although God had
a special relationship with Israel, He did not abandon his
compassion for other nations. In Jonah's experience with the fish,
Jesus saw a sign pointing to his own burial, and he used Nineveh's
repentance to chide his unrepentant contemporaries (Matthew
12:39-41).
SCRIPTURE
JONAH DISOBEYS THE LORD
Jonah 1
The message of the LORD:
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“Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh. Cry out against it,
because the evil things which they have done have come to My
attention.”
So Jonah got up. But he tried to run away from the presence of the
LORD. He went down to the town of Joppa and found a ship that
was going to Tarshish. (Perhaps to the southwestern part of
Spain. It was in the opposite direction of Nineveh.) He paid the
fare and went on board the ship to go with them to Tarshish,
away from the presence of the LORD.
But the LORD sent out a great wind over the ocean, and there was a
violent storm at sea. The ship was in danger of breaking up.
The sailors were afraid. Each man cried out to his gods. In
order to make the ship lighter for them, the sailors threw out
the ship’s cargo into the ocean. Now Jonah had gone below
into the inner parts of the ship. He was lying there sound
asleep.
So, the captain approached and said to him, “How can you sleep at a
time like this? Get up. Call upon your god. Perhaps that god
will care about us and save us.”
Each of the sailors said to one another, “Come, let us pick lots so that
we may know why all this trouble has happened to us.” So, they
picked lots, and the lot pointed to Jonah. Then they asked him,
“Please tell us, why has this horrible thing happened to us?
What do you do for a living? Where do you come from? What is
your country? And, what people do you belong to?”
Jonah answered them, “I am a Hebrew. And, I worship the LORD, the
God of heaven, who made the ocean and the dry land.” Then
Jonah told them that he was running away from the presence of
the LORD. So, the men became very scared.
They asked Jonah, “What is this you have done?” The ocean
continued to get worse. They asked Jonah, “What are we going
to do with you, so that the ocean will become calm for us?”
Then Jonah answered them, “Pick me up and throw me into the ocean.
This is how the ocean will become calm. I know that this great
storm has come upon you because of me.” At first, they said no.
The men rowed hard to get back to land, but they could not
make it. The ocean was getting even stormier against them.
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So they cried out to the LORD, saying, “We beg You, O LORD, don’t
let us die because of this man’s life. Please don’t hold us
responsible for killing an innocent man. You, O LORD, have
done as You pleased.
And they picked up Jonah and threw him into the ocean. Then the
raging ocean became calm. After this, the men had great
respect for the LORD. They offered a sacrifice to Him and made
vows.
The LORD had prepared a large fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was
in the stomach of the fish for three days and three nights.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God had a task for Jonah to do, “Go to the great city of Ninevah.
Cry out against it for the evil things which they have done” (v. 2, ELT).
The command was clear, and Jonah understood what was expected.
There was little “wiggle” room for Jonah. What do you do when God
speaks to you through Scripture? Do you understand “no lying . . . no
stealing . . . no taking God’s name in vain”? What is it about “no” that
we don’t understand? How often have you tried to “wiggle” out of
God’s command? Lord, I yield to Your will. I will do what You tell me to

do. I will stop when You say “no.” Forgive me; strengthen me to do
right, use me.

Jonah tried to run away from God. Jonah felt God lived between
the Seraphim on top of the Ark of the Covenant in Jerusalem, or at
least God was present in the Holy Land. “He tried to run away from the
presence of the Lord” (v. 3, ELT). But Jonah didn’t realize God’s
omnipresence, i.e., “God is everywhere present at the same time.”
That reminds us of those who run away from God by leaving church,
and running from a Christian family, or from a friend who reminds us
of God’s plan for our life. Lord, I will do what You command. I will go

where You send me; I will speak what You want me to speak. I will be
what You want me to be.

No one can hide where God can’t find them. God sent a storm to
motivate the crew to throw Jonah overboard. God prepared a big fish
to swallow him. Look around; notice the things and circumstances
God uses to motivate people to obey Him. The one who refuses to
tithe or give himself to God, usually encounters an “accident” that
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costs more than the thing he withheld from God. But money is not the
issue; God wants our total obedience to Him. LORD, help me see Your

hand in my life. Help me understand circumstances and reversals
and then help me do what You want me to do.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JONAH PRAYS TO THE LORD
Jonah 2
Then, from the stomach of the fish, Jonah prayed to the LORD, his God,
saying,
“I called out to the LORD because I was in trouble,
And He answered me.
From the stomach of Sheol I cried out for help,
and You heard my voice.
You threw me into the deep,
Into the heart of the seas,
And the currents swirled around me.
All of Your waves and Your breakers swept over me;
Then I thought: ‘I have been banished from Your sight,
But I will look again toward Your holy temple.’
The waters surrounded me, to the very soul;
The deep was all around me,
The seaweed was wrapped around my head.
I sank to the bottom of the mountains;
The earth with its bars closed over me forever.
Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my God.
When my life was slipping away from me, I remembered the LORD
And my prayer came up to You in Your holy temple.
Those who cling to worthless idols
Abandon their true loyalty.
But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thankfulness;
I will pay whatever I promised.
Deliverance belongs to the LORD!”
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Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry
land.
MY TIME TO PRAY
One of the great truths for all to learn is, “I called out to the
LORD because I was in trouble. And He answered me” (v. 2, ELT). We
all get in trouble, whether by our own making or caused by something
else. It’s comforting to know when we get in trouble that God will
answer if we call out in sincerity. LORD, I call out to You because

you’ve answered in the past. Also, I call to You because You’ve
promised to answer those in trouble. “This poor man cried out, and
the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles” (Ps. 34:6).

LORD , thank You for hearing and answering in the past. Also, thank
You for the promise that You will answer in the future. Thank You for
Your care of me.

When we stray from the LORD, He uses many ways to bring us
back to Himself. It doesn’t seem to irritate God that He has to seek us
when we go astray. As a matter of fact, God delights to deliver us.
Jonah had it right, “Deliverance belongs to the LORD” (v. 9, ELT). LORD,

thank You for every time in the past you’ve delivered me. I would not
be faithful to follow You today if You had not been faithful first to
bring me back to Yourself.

Some think Jonah died in the belly of the fish, and when the fish
vomited him on shore, it was a resurrection, “You have brought up my
life from the pit (Hell)” (v. 6). Others think the miracle was that God
preserved Jonah in the belly of the fish (I have heard stories of
humans who were swallowed by a fish and lived to tell about it.)
However God did it, it was miraculous. LORD, I have seen You do

supernatural things to deliver me and others. Thank You for Your
power to accomplish Your will. Thank You for Your grace to give me a
second chance.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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JONAH OBEYS THE LORD
Jonah 3
Then the LORD’s message came to Jonah a second time, saying,
“Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh. Preach to them the
message that I will tell you.”
So, Jonah got up and went to Nineveh, according to the LORD’s
instructions.
Now Nineveh was a very large city—a 3-day walk, about 60 miles in
circumference. On the first day, Jonah started into the city, he
cried out: “In 40 days, Nineveh will be destroyed.”
THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH TURN AWAY FROM EVIL
The people of Nineveh believed in God. Immediately they proclaimed
a fast. The most important ones and the least important ones
all put on sackcloth.
Then the news reached even the king of Nineveh. He got up from his
throne, laid aside his royal robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. He issued a proclamation in
Nineveh: “By order of the king and his leaders: ‘Do not permit
either man or animal, herd or flock, to taste anything. Don’t let
them eat or drink. Instead, let them—human beings and
animals—be covered with sackcloth. The people must call
upon the true God earnestly. Yes, let each person turn away
from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.
Who knows, perhaps the one true God will change His mind and
turn away after we have met His terms? Maybe He will
withdraw from His fierce anger so that we will not die?’”
God saw their actions when they turned from their evil ways. So, God
did change His mind about the disaster which He had declared
that He would bring upon them. And, He did not carry it out.
MY TIME TO PRAY
We serve a God of the second chance, “Then the LORD’s
message came to Jonah a second time” (v. 1, ELT). God knows we are
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weak to do, and rebellious to obey; so he gives us a second change to
obey Him. Lord, thank You for not completely rejecting me each time I

disobey because of ignorance, or because of weakness, or because
of a rebellious heart. I yield to You, now. I will do what You command.
I will speak what message You give me. I worship You for giving me
mercies and a second chance.
Is it possible for God to change His mind? Some say “no,” for
that would mean God didn’t know what was happening, or God
couldn’t control circumstances the first time. But in the case of the
repentance of Ninevah, “So God did change His mind about the
disaster which He had declared He would bring on them” (v. 10). LORD,

sometimes I’ve prayed for You to change Your mind, and it hasn’t
happened. At other times it seems to happen. Teach me how to pray
when it seems your answer is “no”! Teach me how to pray when it
seems I’m praying against the odds. Teach me to pray.

Why did the people of Ninevah repent? It was one of the
largest cities in the world, and the people were very wicked. I had a
teacher once tell me the bile in the fish’s belly turned Jonah green
and his freakish appearance scared the city into repentance. Maybe
so; but it’s the Holy Spirit Who convicts of sin. And the greater the
repentance, the greater the work of God. Why did God send the Holy
Spirit to “turn around” this huge city? Because God didn’t want their
extreme wickedness to destroy them prematurely. God planned to
use Ninevah, capital of Assyria, to punish the sins of the Northern
Kingdom of Israel. LORD, help me see beyond the sin of any person, to
see Your greater plan in the world.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
JONAH BECOMES ANGRY AT THE LORD
JONAH 4

But this caused Jonah to be very unhappy. In fact, he got mad. He
prayed to the LORD, saying, “Please, O LORD, was this not what I
said when I was still in my own country? That is why I was so
quick to run away to Tarshish. I know that You are a gracious
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and merciful God. You do not get angry easily. You are very
loyal. And You often change Your mind about bringing
disasters. So now, O LORD, please take my life from me. It
would be better for me to die than to live.”
But the LORD answered Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry?”
Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down at the east side of it.
There he made a hut for himself. He sat under the hut in the
shade so that he could see what would happen to the city.
Then the LORD God prepared a vine. God caused it to grow and it
came up quickly over Jonah, so that it provided shade for his
head, to make him feel better. So, Jonah was very happy about
that vine. But, the next day, when the dawn came, God also
prepared a cut-worm. It attacked the vine, and the vine dried
up.
After the sun started shining, God prepared a very hot, east wind. The
sun became hotter and hotter as it shined down upon the head
of Jonah so that he fainted.
Later, Jonah prayed to God that he would die. Jonah thought: “It would
be better for me to die than to live.”
But God asked Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the
vine?”
And Jonah answered, “I do have a right to be angry—angry enough to
die.”
The LORD said, “You felt sorry about the vine even though you did not
take care of it. Nor did you make it grow. It came up in one
night and it died in another. Should I not have compassion
upon the great city of Nineveh where there are more than
120,000 innocent babies who cannot distinguish their right
hand from their left hand as well as a large number of
livestock?”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Have you ever gotten mad at God? Have you ever gotten angry
because God didn’t do things the way you wanted them done? LORD,

forgive me for my stupid anger when I’ve gotten peeved at You, or
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became angry at the way things were going in my life. Give me eyes
to see Your plan.

Notice the apparently little things God prepared to instruct
Jonah. First, God prepared a vine; this seems harmless because
weeds grow everywhere. Then God prepared a cut-worm to kill the
vine; and don’t we see all kinds of insects? Then God prepared a very
hot east wind that was nothing unusual; hot winds always flow
toward a low front. But God’s hand is seen in their exact timing to an
exact spot. LORD, I believe You bring small things into my life to

prepare me for Your will. Help me see Your hand in the small things
that enter my life, as well as the large things. LORD, give me wisdom
to always do Your will when I know it, and to reflect a Christian
attitude at all times.
Amen.
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INTRODUCTION
THE BOOK OF MICAH
The southern prophet, Micah, was a contemporary of Isaiah
who preached in Judah and of Hosea who preached in Israel. They
prophesied in the last third of the eighth century B.C. Although
Micah’s message related to both Israel and Judah, he focused on the
latter kingdom. He denounced ethical sins primarily, and the social
situation which he addressed is markedly similar to that
encountered by Amos in Israel just a few years earlier. The rich were
continually oppressing the poor. Merchants were routinely cheating
their customers. The religious and judicial leaders were corrupt who
told the prophets to keep quiet. Many of the rebellious people were
so insensitive that they believed God would still defend them—in
spite of their sins. Micah’s message reminded them of the
consequences of national sin. He foretold the fall of both Samaria
and Jerusalem and even the Babylonian exile later.
Two passages stand out above the rest: (1) Micah 5:2
prophesied the Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem, and this was fulfilled
by the birth of Jesus of Nazareth in that place. (2) Micah 6:8 is one of
the classical statements of the prophets, and some regard it as the
high-water mark of Old Testament religion, “O man, the LORD has told
you what is good, and what He seeks of you: treat other people fairly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.”
SCRIPTURE
MICAH WARNS THE PEOPLE
Micah 1
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (716-686 B.C.) were kings of Judah during
the time the message of the LORD was given to Micah, who was
from Moresheth. He saw visions about Samaria and Jerusalem:
“Listen to this, all you peoples.
Pay close attention, O earth and its fullness.
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The LORD God will come from the temple of His holiness;
He will be a Witness against you.
Listen, the LORD is surely coming out of His place in heaven;
He is coming down to walk on the high places of the earth.
The mountains will melt underneath Him
like wax in the presence of fire.
The valleys will crack open,
as if split by water raging down a slope.
All this is because of Jacob’s sin;
It is because of the sins of the nation Israel.
Who is responsible for Jacob’s sin?
Isn’t it Samaria? Yes!
And, what are the high places of Judah?
Are they not Jerusalem? Yes!”
The LORD says: “So, I will make Samaria a pile of rubble in the open
country;
It will become like a place for planting vineyards.
I will pour Samaria’s stones down into the valley
And, I will demolish her down to her foundations.
All her idols will be smashed
And, all her temple-gifts will be burned with fire.
And, I will completely destroy all of her idols;
Why? Because Samaria earned her money by being unfaithful
to Me;
The money will be used again as the wages of templeprostitutes.”
“I (Micah) will moan and wail because of this catastrophe;
I will go around barefoot and naked (only a loin-cloth).
I will cry loudly like the wild dogs;
I will screech like the owls.
Why? Because Samaria’s wounds cannot be cured;
Because her destruction will spread to Judah.
It will reach the city-gate of My people;
It will go all the way to Jerusalem.
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Don’t tell it in Gath;
Don’t weep at all.
Weep and wallow in the dust
at Beth-Ophrah.
Pass on your way,
you who live in Shaphir.
The one who lives in Zaanan
will not come out to help you.
The people in Beth-Ezel will lament,
but they will not give you any support.
The one who lives in Maroth
will indeed be anxious to receive good news;
Because big trouble has come from the LORD
It has come all the way to the gate of Jerusalem.
You who live in Lachish
harness the fastest horse to the chariot.
Jerusalem’s sin began with you, O Lachish;
The violations of Israel were first found in you.
So, you must give farewell gifts
to Moresheth-Gath.
The houses in Achzib
for the kings of Israel.”
The LORD says: “Once again, I will bring an enemy against you,
you who live in Mareshah;
The glory will come to hide in the cave at Adullam.
Cut off your hair;
Go bald. Cry over your darling children.
Make yourself as bald as the griffon-vulture
because your children will go away from you into exile.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Micah gives a vivid picture of coming judgment so people will
catch the reality of what will happen. “The LORD is surely coming out
of His place in heaven. He is coming down to walk on . . . the earth”
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(1:3, PEB). We know God is everywhere present at the same time, but
Micah uses this picture to warn his listeners. LORD, I know You are

everywhere present, but sometimes I act like the unsaved act, i.e.,
that You are only in heaven. Forgive me when I think You don’t know
what’s happening in my life. Help me realize You see every mistake I
make, and every sin I do. Forgive me. Help me feel Your constant
presence with me in all I do. Help me do everything for Your approval.

In 1972 I rode an old yellow school bus down the highway in
northern Israel by the empty hill where the glorious city of Samaria
once stood. It was said in its glory that her walls were like expensive
ivory. But from my bus window, all I saw were sheep grazing there.

LORD, open my eyes to see the seriousness of Your coming judgment.
You promised Samaria, “I will demolish her down to her foundations”
(1:6, PEB), and it happened. Help me to take seriously the promised
judgment on this earth, and that all who reject You will end up in hell.

Micah knew how to make his point memorable. He said, “Don’t
gossip this message in gossip-town,” a play on words for Gath (1:10,
PEB). Then he said, “Don’t weep in weeping-town, a play on words for
Bochim (1:10, PEB). Then he said, “Don’t wallow in the dust in dusttown,” a play on words for Beth-Ophrah (1:10, PEB). Finally he says,
those living in stir-town, won’t stir to help you. This was a play on
words for Beth-Ezel (1:11). LORD, Your words are written to attract my

attention and communicate truth. I love Your Word and enjoy reading
it; but I fear when it predicts judgment, because it will surely come.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST THOSE WHO OPPRESS OTHERS
Micah 2
How terrible it will be for people who plan sinful things;
They lie on their beds at night and conceive evil plans.
When the morning light comes, they do the things they planned;
They do them just because they have the power to do so.
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They want fields that belong to someone else; so they seize them;
They desire houses; so they take them.
They cheat a man and take over his house;
They cheat a man and confiscate his property.
Therefore, the LORD says:
“Look, I am planning to bring disaster upon such people.
You won’t be able to clear yourselves.
No longer will you walk arrogantly,
because it will be a terrible time for you.
At that time, people will make fun of you;
They will sing this sad song about you:
They will say: ‘We are completely ruined;
The LORD has taken away our land.
Yes, He has taken our land away from us;
He has divided up our fields among our enemies.’”
So, you will have no land for anyone to measure.
They will not pick lots to divide the land among the LORD’s
people.
People say to me: “Don’t prophesy to us,
Don’t say such bad things about us;
Nothing like that will happen to us.”
But I must say this: “O people of Jacob.
The Spirit of the LORD is becoming very impatient. What is He
going to do?”
The Always-Present One says: “If you were to live right,
then I could say nice things to you.
But recently, My people have become My enemy;
You strip off the coats from people who pass by.
They think they are safe
But you rob them as if they were prisoners of war.
You have forced the women of My people
from their nice homes.
You have taken away My glory
from their children permanently.
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Get up and leave, you crooks;
This is not your promised place of rest anymore.
You have made this place ‘unclean’;
It is doomed to a terrible destruction.
But you people crave a false prophet
who will tell you nothing but lies.
You want one who promises to prophesy ‘good’ things for you,
if you give him wine and beer;
He’s just the prophet for you.
“Yes, O people of Jacob, I will bring all of you together;
I will surely gather the remnant of Israel.
I’ll put them together like sheep in a pen,
like a flock in the middle of its pasture
Then the place will be filled with many people.
One will open up the gap and lead the people out;
The people will break through the gate
and leave the city and escape.
Their King will go out in front of them
And, the LORD will lead His people.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God not only judges the evil deeds of people, He also judges
their thoughts and intents. “How terrible it will be for people who
plan sinful things. They lie on their beds at night and conceive evil
plans” (2:1, PEB). LORD, forgive every evil plan I’ve ever thought. Holy

Spirit, come guard the doorway into my mind. Turn evil thoughts
away. Put positive thoughts there about You so I can worship You
always.

People complain that God has taken away things from them,
just like God’s people did in the days of Micah, “The LORD has taken
away our land” (2:4, ELT). The land never belonged to them, it
belonged to the LORD. Applying the same principle, everything we
have is given to us by God. It belongs to Him. We are God’s stewards
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on earth. Stewardship is proper management of our time, talent and
treasures for the glory of God. LORD, I accept the truth that everything

I own and have is given to me by You. I yield it all to You. Help me
manage it all for Your glory.

In Micah’s day people complained when he preached a
negative message about their sin, “People say to me, ‘Don’t prophesy
to us. Don’t say such bad things about us’” (2:6, PEB). Unsaved people
still have the same response today. LORD, give me a loving heart

when I share with others the message of Your holiness and
punishment of sin. May I never use the message of Your judgment in
a callous way.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST THE LEADERS
Micah 3
Then I said: “Listen now, you leaders of the people of Jacob,
and you rulers of the nation of Israel.
Don’t you understand justice?
No, you hate good, and you love evil.
You are skinning My people alive,
even the flesh from off their bones.
You are eating the flesh of My people;
Yes, you skin them and break their bones.
You are chopping them up into a pan
like meat that is put into the middle of a pot.
Then they will cry out to the LORD,
but He will not answer them.
He will hide His face from them at that time,
because they have done such evil deeds.”
The LORD says this about the so-called “prophets” who mislead His
people:
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“If someone gives these prophets food to eat,
they shout: ‘Peace.’
But, if someone does not give food to them,
then they plan war against him.
Therefore, it will become like night for you so-called ‘prophets’;
You will not have any visions from the LORD.
It will become dark for you people;
They won’t be able to predict the future.
And, the sun is about to go down for those so-called ‘prophets’;
Their days will become very dark.
The seers will be disgraced;
Those who claim to ‘see’ the future will be embarrassed.
Yes, all of them will cover their mouths.
Why? Because there will be no answer from God for them.”
But, as for me, I am filled with power
—with the Spirit of the LORD
and with justice and strength to proclaim to the people of Jacob
about how they have turned against God,
and to the people of Israel about what they have done wrong.
Please listen to me about this,
you leaders of the household of Jacob,
and you rulers of the household of Israel:
You hate fairness
and, you pervert everything that is morally right.
You “build” Zion by murdering people.
You “build up” Jerusalem by the sins you do.
Her so-called “judges” receive money
to “decide” who wins in court.
Her so-called “priests” teach only for a price.
And, her so-called “prophets” “look into the future”
only when they get paid.
Yet claiming to lean upon the LORD, they say:
“The LORD is with us.
Nothing bad is going to happen to us.”
So, because of you dishonest people,
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Zion will be plowed under like a field,
and, Jerusalem will become ruins.
The hill upon which the temple sits will become a forest.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The people of Micah’s day are just like people today, “You hate
good and you love evil” (3:2, PEB). Because they have a rebellious
heart, they rebel against the good things of God. LORD, forgive my

rebellion and if there’s only a small rebellious attitude hidden in my
heart, reveal it to me. I will confess it and repent of it. Give me a
passionate love of goodness and a passionate hatred of evil.

The people of God in Micah’s day had difficulty with
unanswered prayers, just as people today, “Because there will be no
answer from God for them” (3:7, PEB). LORD, I don’t want any sin or

dumb thing on my part to block my prayers. Forgive all my sin—
known and hidden—give me a sensitive heart to know Your will.
When You don’t answer my prayers, I yield all results to Your plan and
purpose.
Deceptive servants of God in Micah’s day said the same wrong
thing false shepherds say today, “The LORD is with me” (3:11, ELT).

LORD, I don’t want to be a hypocrite. I Know You are with me, I
experience the fruit of Your abiding life (John 15:1-8). Thank You for
the satisfaction I get from Your presence.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD WILL RULE FOREVER
Micah 4
In the last days, this is what is going to happen:
The hill upon which the LORD’s temple stands
will become the most important of all hills.
It will be raised above the other hills;
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Various people will flow to it.
Many nations will come and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
and to the temple of the God of Jacob.
Then God will teach us from His ways.
And, we will live by His paths.”
His teachings will go forth from Zion;
The message of the LORD will go out from Jerusalem.
The LORD will settle arguments among many peoples;
He will arbitrate between strong nations that are far away.
Then the nations will hammer their swords into plows;
And, they will make their spears into trimming-hooks.
A nation will no longer fight another nation;
They will not even train for warfare anymore.
Each man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree;
No one will cause them to be afraid. Why?
Because the LORD of the armies of heaven has spoken it.
All the other peoples follow after their own gods,
but we will follow the LORD, our God, forever and ever.
The LORD declares: “At that time, I will bring back the crippled ones.
I will bring back those who were sent away;
I will bring back those whom I punished.
I will form into a remnant those who were crippled.
I will make a strong nation out of those who were sent away.
And, upon Mount Zion, the LORD will rule over them from now on.
And you, O lookout tower for the flock, of the Daughter of Zion,
the former dominion will be restored to you;
Kingship of the Daughter of Jerusalem will come again.”
Now, why do you cry so loudly?
Is your king gone?
Have you lost your leader?
Like a woman trying to give birth, you are in great pain.
O Daughter of Zion, be in pain!
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Give birth . . . be like a woman trying to give birth.
Now you must leave the city of Jerusalem,
and you must live in the fields.
You will go there to Babylon;
But you will be rescued from there.
The LORD will go there
and buy you back from the control of your enemies.
But now, many nations
have come to fight you.
They say: “Let Jerusalem be defiled, like a deflowered virgin.
Let our eyes gaze upon Zion.”
However, they do not know
what the LORD is thinking.
They do not understand His plan for them;
He will gather them like a bundle of grain for the threshingfloor.
Get up and thresh them, Daughter of Zion;
Why? Because I will make you strong, as if you had horns of
iron,
as if you had hoofs of bronze.
You will beat many peoples into tiny pieces,
And, you will devote their stolen riches to the LORD;
You will donate their treasures to the LORD of all the earth.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Micah described the future millennium where nations will live
in peace with other nations, and there will be no more war. In that
time people will sit under their fig tree and not be afraid (4:4). LORD, I

like figs and I enjoy resting in the shade of a tree. Help me to work
hard today and fight against evil knowing future rest is coming.

Micah quotes God speaking a metaphor, “I will bring back the
crippled ones” (4:6, PEB). It’s a picture of shepherd going after the
lost sheep who couldn’t keep up when the flock traveled from one
pasture to another. LORD, I’m glad You love lost, straying sheep. You
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went after Paul the Apostle and brought him home. You also came
after me. I wouldn’t be saved, except You chose me, came after me,
and convicted me of my sin. Then You put me under Your loving care
and healed my “crippledness.” Now LORD, I pray for my friends and
relatives who are straying, bring them back home.
God promises to bring back His people to Zion and restore
them to their former glory under King David. But first Micah reminds
them, “O Daughter of Zion, be in pain” (4:10, PEB)! They must first
suffer for all their sins against God. God’s children cannot expect to
be exempted from troubles and sufferings, especially pain that
comes from their sins and when they fall short of perfect obedience.

LORD, I have pain and suffering, and I don’t know why. You’ve forgiven
my sins, yet the consequences of my actions cause me trouble. I
know my fellowship with You is strong, yet does my pain come from
an imperfect world, or from the sin of others, or from those who hate
You? I don’t need to know why I’m hurting, just help me make it
through hard times.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
A RULER WILL COME FROM BETHLEHEM
Micah 5
Now, gather your troops, O city of troops,
a siege is being laid against us;
The enemies will hit the Ruler of Israel with a rod.
But you, O Bethlehem-Ephrathah, though you are
The least important among the leading towns of Judah,
A Leader will come out of you, O Bethlehem;
He will become the Ruler over Israel for Me;
His comings forth have been from of old, from the days of
eternity.
So, the LORD will hand over His people to Babylon
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until she who is in labor gives birth to her children.
Then the rest of his Jewish brothers will return to the sons of Israel
from exile.
Then the Ruler of Israel still stand and shepherd his people.
He will lead them with the LORD’s power,
in the wonderful Name of the LORD, his God.
They will dwell in safety,
for then He will be great all over the world.
This One will be their Peace.
DELIVERANCE AND PUNISHMENT
The Assyrian army will invade our land;
They will walk all over our fortresses.
But we will raise up some leaders to oppose them;
Seven shepherds and eight princes of men.
They will devastate the land of Assyria by using the sword,
and the land of Nimrod with their unsheathed swords.
And, the Messiah will rescue us from the Assyrians
when they come into our land,
and walk within our borders.
Then the remnant of Jacob
will be among many peoples,
like the dew from the LORD
like rain upon the blades of grass,
which does not wait for any person,
or delay for the sons of men.
And the remnant of Jacob
will be scattered among the nations,
in the midst of many peoples.
They will be like a lion among the animals of the forest,
like a young lion passing through the flocks of sheep.
Whenever he pounces on and tears apart an animal,
there is no one to rescue it.
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But, you (the Messiah) will raise your fist in victory over your foes;
And, all of your enemies will be defeated.
The LORD declares: “At that time,
I will take away your horses from among you
And, I will destroy your chariots.
I will wipe out the walled cities of your land
and tear down all of your fortresses.
I will remove all witchcraft from your land,
And, you will no longer have any fortune-tellers.
I will destroy your carved images and statues of false gods from
among you;
No longer will you worship
what your hands have made.
“I will root out your Asherah idols,
and I will destroy your towns.
With anger and fury,
I will execute vengeance upon the nations that did not obey.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God predicted the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (5:2),
this prediction is historically verified by the Septuagint and the Dead
Sea Scrolls. God moved Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem
by the decree of Caesar Augustus, another historically verified date.
The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem demonstrates God’s power to predict
the future and His ability to control contemporary events so that “all
things work together for good” (Rom. 8:28).

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go
by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee
tonight.

The Messiah—Jesus Christ—was the victim in His first coming
to earth, i.e., He was crucified on a Roman cross. But in His second
coming, He will be victorious. “But You will raise Your fist in victory
over Your foes” (5:9, PEB). LORD, You seemed to be the victim on the

cross, but You were victorious over death by the resurrection. Now
come be victorious in my life. I yield myself to You, come take control
of my life. Come give me victory over any sin in my life, and give me
victory over trials and problems I face on this earth. I look forward to
the final day of victory with You in heaven, when I shall at last be
triumphant over all things.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE LORD SPEAKS OUT AGAINST ISRAEL
Micah 6
Now listen to what the LORD is saying:
“Get up; plead your case to the mountains;
Let the hills hear your voice.”
O mountains, listen to the LORD’s accusation:
“O you enduring foundations of the earth, the LORD has a
complaint against His people.
He has a dispute with Israel.”
The LORD says: “O My people, did I do something wrong to you?
In what way have I caused you to become tired of Me?
Tell Me! I brought you up from the land of Egypt.
I redeemed you from slavery. I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam
to lead you.
O My people, recall now the evil plans of Balak, the king of Moab;
Remember what Balaam, the son of Beor, told Balak.
Remember what happened from Acacia to Gilgal;
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Then you will understand the justice of the LORD.”
You say: “What can I bring with me
when I come into the presence of the LORD?
What can I bring
when I bow myself down before God on high?
Should I come into His presence with burnt-offerings,
or with year-old calves?
Would the LORD be pleased with thousands of male sheep?
Would he be pleased with 10,000 rivers of olive oil?
Should I offer my firstborn child for my transgressions
—the fruit of my womb for the sins of my life?
O man, the LORD has told you what is good,
and what He seeks of you:
Treat other people fairly.
Love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.
“Listen. The voice of the LORD calls out to the city.
One would be very wise to revere Your Name:
‘Heed the rod of punishment.
Pay attention to the One who arranged for it.
O evil household, am I still supposed to forget
the loot which you have stolen? No!
And, what about that crooked ephah?
It’s wrong.
Can I declare as pure such people who cheat others,
using false weights and scales? No!
The rich men in the city
are doing cruel things.
The people who live there speak lies;
They do not tell the truth.
Therefore, indeed, I have already begun to punish you;
I will ruin you because of your sins.
You may eat, but you won’t ever be satisfied;
You will still be hungry deep down.
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You may try to put something away, but you won’t save anything;
And, whatever you might save, the sword will get it.
You may plant,
but you won’t harvest.
You may walk on top of your olives,
but you won’t get any oil from them to anoint your skin.
You may crush the grapes,
but you won’t drink the wine.
You obeyed the so-called ‘laws’ of King Omri,
And you did all the evil deeds that Ahab’s household did;
You follow their policies.
So, I will let you be destroyed;
Your people who live in your city will be laughed at;
You, My people, will carry disgrace.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The worshipper asks what he/she could bring to gain
acceptance with God. The worshipper dismisses burnt-offerings, or
thousands of sheep, or 10,000 miles of rivers of olive oil. God
answers He wants inward holiness, and outward righteousness, i.e.,
“treat other people fairly. Love mercy, and walk humbly with your
God” (6:8, PEB). LORD, I won’t try to impress You with a gift of money,

things, or wonderful feats done for You. I give You myself and pledge
to walk as honestly as I know how. Give me a love for mercy and give
me the ability to treat others fairly.

Did you see that God wants you to “walk humbly” with Him?
Aren’t you afraid to ask God to make you humble, for He might do it in
a way that hurts? To be humble, God may take away the things or
people we love. He may take away position, honor, or the
achievements in which we glory. LORD, I pray for humility, but the

problem is I want both humility and honor at the same time. LORD,
work in my heart, and make me love humility more than the honor
that my pride seeks.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
CORRUPTION IS EVERYWHERE
Micah 7
I’m miserable! (The prophet Micah says.) I am like the harvest of ripe
fruit,
like summer fruit that has been picked over.
There is not a single bunch of grapes left (honest, godly people)
—no early figs which I crave.
Every righteous person is gone from the world;
There is not one good human being left.
Everyone is ready to murder someone else;
Each person is trying to trap his brother with a net.
People are clever at doing evil with both hands;
Rulers ask for a pay-off
And judges want a bribe.
A rich man dictates his wishes;
He gets it; they are all in it together.
Even the best of them is like a thorn-bush;
Even the nicest of them is no better than a hedge made of
thorns.
Your watchmen warned you about the time of your punishment;
Now, it has come;
You will panic.
Don’t have faith in a neighbor;
Don’t trust in a friend.
Be careful about what you say even to your wife;
Why? Because a son disrespects his father,
A daughter turns against her mother.
A daughter-in-law fights with her mother-in-law;
A person’s enemies are members of his own family.
THE LORD IS A LOVING GOD
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Micah said: “Nevertheless, I will look to the LORD for help,
I will wait confidently for the God of my salvation;
My God will listen to me.”
Jerusalem said: “O my enemy, don’t rejoice over me;
If I fall, then I will get up.
If I sit in darkness,
then the LORD will be a Light for me.
I sinned against God.
So, the LORD was very angry with me;
Nevertheless, He will defend my case in court.
He will get justice for me;
Then He will bring me out into the light;
I will experience His fairness.
Then my enemy will see this,
and he will be ashamed.
My enemy said to me:
‘Where is the LORD, your God?
Now, I will gloat over her.’
My enemy will be trampled upon,
like the mud of the streets.”
Micah said: “The time will come when your walls will be rebuilt.
At that time, your country will grow.
At that time, they will come to you,
from Assyria to Egypt, even to the Euphrates River,
from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain.
But the land will be desolate
because of what the people who lived in it did.
So, O God, shepherd Your people with Your rod;
Tend the flock of Your people.
They now live alone in the thicket
in the midst of Mount Carmel.
Let them eat grass in Bashan and Gilead
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as in ancient times.”
The LORD says: “As I did many miracles when I brought you out of
Egypt,
I will show you extraordinary things.”
The nations will see those proofs.
Then they will no longer brag about their power.
They will put their hands over their mouths;
They will refuse to listen.
They will wallow in the dust
like the things of earth that crawl.
They will come trembling with fear,
out of their hiding places.
With dread, they will turn to the LORD, our God;
And, they will be in awe because of You.
There is no god like You;
You forgive sin.
You overlook the transgressions of God’s people who are left;
The LORD will not stay angry forever;
No, He takes delight in showing mercy.
The LORD will once again have mercy upon us;
He will conquer our sins.
And, You, O God, will throw away all of their sins
into the depths of the ocean.
You will be true to the people of Jacob;
You will be merciful to the people of Abraham,
the ones for whom You took an oath,
to our ancestors long, long ago.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The prophet Micah was a miserable man because he saw so
much evil in the world (7:1-2). He concluded, “There is not one good
human being” (7:2, PEB). Micah was like Diogenes who went all over
Athens with a lantern trying to find a single good man. But he couldn’t
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find one, because “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
(Rom. 3:23). LORD, when everyone else does their own thing, and calls

evil good, I will follow You. Though no one else is concerned with
personal integrity, I will be holy. LORD, I judge myself by Your
standard, not my standard. I want to be like Jesus.

Micah prays for the LORD to “shepherd Your people with Your
rod. Tend the flock of Your people” (7:14, PEB). LORD, that’s my prayer,

come shepherd, lead me beside still waters. Let me lie down in Your
green pastures. Lead me in right paths. Walk with me through the
valley of the shadow of death. Protect me from the fear of evil.
Protect me with Your rod and staff. Feed me from Your table, prepared
in the presence of enemies. Anoint me with healing oil and let me
dwell in Your house forever.
Amen.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO NAHUM
Little is known about Nahum the prophet. We know he was
from Elkosh (1:1), but its location was unknown and its importance is
never mentioned.
Nahum probably wrote around 650 B.C. because his ministry is
positioned between two dates. He mentioned the destruction of the
Egyptian capital, No-Amon or Thebes which happened in 663 B.C. so
he preached after this date. He predicts in chapter 2 the destruction
of Ninevah in 612 B.C.
Nahum’s message is about the awesome power of the LORD in
wrath and judgment in his opening statement, God’s love extends to
those who trust Him and obey Him, but His justice is poured out on
those who rebel against Him (1:2).
Those who read Nahum will be encouraged to know that God
will eventually destroy evil in the end of time.
SCRIPTURE
TITLE
Nahum 1
This is the message for the city of Nineveh (the capital city of
the Assyrian Empire. The prophet Jonah had previously preached
against this evil city, but they repented [Jonah 1:1-3; 3:1-10]. But later,
the Assyrians became even worse than they were before.) This is the
book about the vision of Nahum, who was from the town of Elkosh.
YAHWEH IS ANGRY
The LORD is a jealous God who gives out punishment;
The LORD punishes evil people, and He is filled with
anger.
The LORD punishes those who are against Him;
He stays angry with His enemies.
The LORD does not become angry quickly,
His power is great;
The LORD will not let the guilty go unpunished.
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Where the LORD goes, whirlwinds and storms show His power;
His feet kick up clouds of dust.
The LORD rebukes the sea and makes it dry;
He dries up all the rivers.
The areas of Bashan and Carmel dry up
And, the flowers of Lebanon fade.
Because of Him, the mountains shake;
The hills melt away.
The earth is burned from His presence;
The world and all those who live in it tremble with fear.
No one can stay alive when LORD is furious with him.
No one can survive His intense anger;
His wrath is poured out like fire;
Because of Him, the rocks are shattered.
But the LORD is good,
He gives protection in times of trouble;
He knows those who trust in Him.
But He will completely destroy the city of Nineveh
Using a rushing flood;
He will chase His enemies into darkness.
O Nineveh, what are you plotting against the LORD God?
He will put a stop to that;
He gets revenge the first time.
Why? Because those people will be like tangled thorn-bushes,
or like their drunkards who get drunk;
They will be completely destroyed
Someone has come out of Nineveh;
He makes evil plans against the LORD God,
And, he gives worthless advice.
This is what LORD says:
“Though Assyria may be strong and numerous,
it will be defeated and disappear.
“O Judah, I have punished you.
But I will not punish you any more.
Now, I will set you free from their control
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Name.

And, I will tear away the chains which bind you.”
The LORD has given this command concerning you, O Nineveh:
“You will not have any descendants to carry on your
I will destroy the idols and metal images
which are in the temple.
I will dig your grave
because you are so vile.”
Look, there on the hills,
Someone is bringing some good news;
He is announcing peace.
Celebrate your feasts, O Judah
And, do whatever you vowed to God.
Why? Because the evil people will not attack you again;
They have been totally destroyed.
MY TIME TO PRAY

The people were crying out: “Has God forsaken us? Why do the
Assyrians—so full of evil—prosper, while we are suffering? Are
God’s promises empty?” The powerful military state of Assyria, with
its great wealth, continually oppressed Judah. The nation Israel was
continually endangered by marauding bands from Nineveh. When
God’s people needed an answer, Nahum thundered, “Nineveh will
fall!” In light of Assyria’s great military might, the message seemed
incredible. LORD, sometimes You do things so quickly I’m amazed.

Sometimes it seems like circumstances dictate that You can never
solve a problem. Yet You do. So LORD, when the daylight is almost
gone and hope is lost, I trust in You.

Nahum (Nahum 3:8-10) refers to the capture of Thebes (NoAmon), which fell to the Assyrians in 661 B.C. Throughout the book,
the fall of Nineveh is still future. The voice of Nahum is harsh and
vengeful—Ninevah will pay for ignoring God; and oppressing the
weak. The message is timeless: Those who arrogantly ignore and
resist God will taste His wrath, but those who trust Him will be saved
by His love. Ninevah was subsequently destroyed suddenly in 612
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B.C. LORD, You may delay judgment, but You will never cancel it. I

have come to You for forgiveness of sin and I trust You for eternity in
heaven. I know it will happen, Hallelujah!

Nahum says, “The LORD is good . . . He gives protection in times
of trouble” (vs. 7, PEB). In the time of terror and dangers, God knows
how to protect His own. Lord, I trust You to take me through the valley

of the shadow of death. If my destination in earthly life is in the
suffering side of the valley, I trust You for it. If my destination is
heaven on the other side of the valley, I trust You for it. I will go
anywhere as long as You go with me.

The chapter ends with a messenger bringing words of peace.
If you live with God, you can have peace in your heart, while all
around you is in turmoil. And after turmoil, there will be peace in
heaven with Him. LORD, I trust Your peace, and I claim Your presence
to go with me everywhere.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
NINEVEH WILL BE DESTROYED
Nahum 2
The destroyer is coming to attack you, O Nineveh;
Guard the defenses. (Nineveh's strong walls were
considered absolutely unassailable at that time, making
Nahum's prophecy all the more surprising.)
Watch the road.
Get ready;
Gather up all your strength.
Why? Because plunderers have plundered
And they have ruined the vine branches.
But the LORD will restore the glory of Jacob,
like the glory of Israel.
The shields of His soldiers are red;
His army is dressed in red.
The chariots flash like a flame
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When they are ready to attack;
Their horses are very excited.
The chariots race through the streets like crazy;
They rush back and forth through the city squares.
They look like torches;
They dart as does lightning.
He calls his officers,
But they fall down on the way.
They hurry to the city wall. (Nineveh's wall was almost 8 miles
around with a moat which was about 150 feet wide.)
The battering ram is put into place.
The river gates (water flowed through Nineveh on its way to the
Tigris River. The attackers were successful because
God flooded Nineveh with unusually high waters from
melting snows. As a result, the raging waters of the
Khoser River destroyed part of its walls throwing open a
gap of about 20 furlongs, allowing the Medes and the
Scythians to gain entry) and the palace is destroyed.
It has been decreed that the people of Nineveh
Will be captured and carried away.
The slave-girls moan like doves;
They beat their breasts in sorrow.
Nineveh is like a stagnant pool of water
And, its water is draining away.
The people yell: “Stop! Stop!”
But no one turns around.
“Plunder the silver;
Plunder the gold.”
There is no end to the treasure. (The centralized treasure trove
of
all the treasures of the ancient world which the
Assyrians had
themselves was wantonly looted.)
There are precious riches of every kind.
Nineveh is robbed, ruined, and ravaged;
The people lose their courage;
Their knees shake with fear;
Stomachs ache and everyone's face becomes red
because of
fear.
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Where is the den of the lions?
Where do they feed their young?
Where did the lion, the lioness, and the cubs go?
Why were they not afraid?
The lion killed enough prey for his cubs;
He strangled it for his mate.
He filled his cave with the animals that he caught;
He filled his lair with what he had killed.
“I am against you, O Nineveh,”
Says the LORD of the armies of heaven.”
“I will burn up your chariots in smoke
And, I will kill your young lions with a sword;
I will stop you from hunting down others on the earth.
The voices of your messengers
Will no longer be heard.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nahum described the destruction of the great mighty city of
Ninevah. This prediction was probably greater than people of that
day expected, given the might of Assyria. LORD, teach me to believe

that nothing is impossible for You. If You can destroy world empires,
then You can remove any barrier that blocks Your work today.

The nation of Assyria in Nahum’s day encompasses the modern
nations of Syria, Jordan, Iraq and Iran. Just as these people hated the
Jews in the days of Nahum, so these people have the same animosity
today. LORD, Your program is tied to the Jew—since Abraham till

today—so I will watch Israel to see what You are doing in the world.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
NINEVEH IS DOOMED
Nahum 3
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How terrible it will be for the city which has murdered so many
people;
All of it is a lie.
It is full of things that were stolen;
Victims are everywhere.
Hear the sound of whips;
Listen to the clatter of the wheels of war-chariots;
Hear horses galloping
and chariots bouncing along.
Men are mounting horses;
Their swords are shining,
Their spears are gleaming;
There are many dead bodies;
Corpses are piled up.
There are too many to count;
People stumble over the corpses.
The city was like a prostitute;
She was alluring and a lover of evil magic.
She seduced nations into slavery by her evil ways
And by her witchcraft.
“Listen, I am against you, O Nineveh,” says the LORD of the
armies
of heaven.
“I will pull up your dress over your face.
I will show your nakedness to the nations
And, I will show your shame to the kingdoms.
I will throw dirt upon you,
I will make a fool of you;
People will see you and make fun of you.
And, everyone who sees you will run away and say:
‘Nineveh is in ruins. Who will cry for her?’
“O Nineveh, I cannot find anyone to comfort you.
O Nineveh, you are no safer than the city of Thebes;
Thebes sat next to the Nile River
With water all around her.
The river was her defense;
The waters were like a wall around her.
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away.

Cush and Egypt gave her endless strength;
Put and Libya supported her.
But Thebes went into exile;
She was captured.
Indeed, her small children were beaten to death
On every street corner.
Lots were chosen for her most important men;
And, all of her leaders were bound with chains.
O Nineveh, you will be drunk, too;
You will hide,
You too will look for a safe place from the enemy.
All of your defenses are only like fig trees with ripe fruit;
When the tree is shaken,
The figs merely fall into the mouth of one who eats them.
Look at your soldiers;
They are all women among you.
The gates of your land
Are certainly opened wide for your enemies;
Fire has burned the cross-bars of those gates.
Haul in enough water for yourself before the siege begins;
Make your defenses strong.
Prepare the bricks,
Mix the wet mortar,
Repair the wall.
Nevertheless, the fire will burn you up;
The sword will kill you.
Like grasshoppers eating the crops,
The battle will completely destroy you.
Multiply like grasshoppers,
Multiply like locusts.
Your traders are more numerous than the stars in the sky
But, like locusts, they will strip the land, and then fly
Your princes are like locusts;
Your officers are like swarms of locusts
That settle in the hedges on a cold day.
But when the sun comes up, they fly away
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And, no one knows where they have gone.
O king of Assyria, your rulers
Your nobles are lying down.
Your people have been scattered on the mountains
And there is no one to collect them.
Nothing can heal your wound;
Your injury is fatal. (Nineveh was never rebuilt, thus
fulfilling
God's prophecy.)
Everyone who hears the news about you will applaud
Because everyone has felt your endless cruelty.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Like Nineveh, Thebes had a river to protect her as a wall, but, in
the end, the Nile River did not benefit that city, either. Thebes was the
capital of Upper Egypt, coming to great prominence about 2100 B.C. It
was finally destroyed by the Assyrians in 663 B.C. (Compare Isaiah
20:1-6.)
Thebes sat next to the Nile River, (The large city of Thebes was
on both sides of the river. Homer said that it had 100 gates, and it was
27 miles in circumference. The ancient temples of Luxor and Karnak
are found there.)

LORD, You are concerned with the cities of the world. You are
concerned about New York, London, Tokyo, Beijing, and New Delhi.
During the Bible times You were concerned with the great cities that
influenced world culture for peace and war. But God was most
concerned with Jerusalem then, and Jerusalem now. Keep an eye on
Jerusalem to see what God is doing in the world. LORD, my schedule

is not important; Your schedule is all that matters. I yield my life to do
Your will. I yield my times to do what You want me to do. I pray for the
peace of Jerusalem, and hence; I pray for the peace of the world.
Amen.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH
Zephaniah had a brief but powerful message for a people
locked in religious apostasy. His four-generation genealogy, going
back to an unidentified Hezekiah, may indicate that he himself was of
royal descent; i.e., he could have been a descendent of Hezekiah. The
conditions which he addressed reflect Judah in the decade before
Josiah's reforms in 621 B.C. If Zephaniah were a member of the royal
family, he may have been one of the dominant influences on the
young king Josiah to reverse the apostasy of his father (Amon) and
grandfather (Manasseh).
Zephaniah was an urban prophet whose message to Judah
focused on Jerusalem. The description of God as One searching
Jerusalem with lamps (Zephaniah 1:12) formed the basis of the way
that Zephaniah was represented in medieval art, i.e., a man with a
lantern searching the darkness.
Zephaniah addressed a people who had misplaced their
religious loyalties. The gods of Canaan, of Assyria, and of Ammon
were being worshiped, but Yahweh, their God, was being neglected!
Some had concluded that the Lord was no longer active in their
history. To this, Zephaniah responded with the strongest
development of the theme of "the Day of Yahweh" to be found in the
writings of the prophets. Terrible punishment was coming, but after
the return of the faithful ones, Jerusalem would have a glorious
future.
SCRIPTURE
THE DAY OF THE LORD’S ANGER IS COMING
Zephaniah 1
This is the message of the LORD which came to Zephaniah during the
time when Josiah, the son of Amon, was king of Judah. (640 B.C.
to 609 B.C.) Zephaniah was the son of Cushi, who was the son
of Gedaliah. Gedaliah was the son of Amariah who was the son
of Hezekiah. (Was Zephaniah a member of the royal family?) “I
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will totally destroy everything on the surface of the earth,”
declares the LORD.
“I will destroy people;
I will destroy the birds in the air
And the fish of the sea.
The evil people will possess only piles of rubble;
I will remove mankind from the surface of the earth,” declares
the LORD.
THE MESSAGE IS AGAINST JUDAH AND JERUSALEM
“I will punish Judah
And all those who live in Jerusalem.
From this place, I will remove
The last vestiges of Baal.
I will destroy those who worship
The stars while on the rooftops.
I will destroy those who worship and make promises
By the LORD, and who also make promises by the god called
Molech.
I will destroy those who have turned away from the LORD;
They have quit following the LORD
; they don’t ask Him for
guidance anymore.”
“Be silent in the presence of the Lord God and your Master;
Why? Because the LORD’s
day is near.
Because the LORD has prepared a sacrifice;
He has consecrated his invited guests.
On that day, the LORD will sacrifice Judah;
I, the LORD, will punish the officers and the king’s sons;
And, I will punish all those who are wearing foreign clothes.
On that day, I will punish those who worship pagan gods;
I will punish those filled with violence,
And tell lies.”
The LORD declares, “This will happen on that day:
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There will be the sound of an outcry at the Fish Gate.
A wailing will come from the new area of the city;
A loud crash will echo from the hills inside the walls.
Wail, you people who live in the market area
Because all the merchants will be wiped out;
All the traders of silver will be ruined.
At that time, I, the LORD, will use lamps to search Jerusalem;
I will punish those who are complacent,
They are like wine that has been left to settle.
They think to themselves: ‘The LORD never does anything—
He won’t help us; He won’t punish us, either.’
Their riches will be looted;
Their houses will be demolished.
They may build houses
But they will never live there.
They may plant vineyards,
But they will never drink any wine from them.”
THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD
“The LORD’s great day is near;
It is coming very soon.
The sounds of that day will be very sad
Even brave soldiers will cry out then.
That day will be a day of punishment;
It will be a day of trouble and terror;
It will be a day of destruction and ruin;
It will be a day of darkness and gloom;
It will be a day of clouds and thick darkness.
It will be a day of alarms:
‘Attack the strong, walled cities!
Attack the big corner-towers!’
I will cause the people to be in distress;
They will grope around
Why? Because they have sinned against the LORD;
Their blood will be poured out like dust.
And, their insides will be dumped like trash.
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On that day, God will indeed show His anger;
Then, neither their silver nor their gold will save them;
The LORD’s jealousy will be like fire
And, the whole world will be burned up.
He will bring a sudden end to everyone on earth.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Because Zephaniah identifies his four generations, some of
them Kings, (Josiah, Amariah, and Hezekiah), it shows he probably has
royal blood flowing through his veins. It shows God uses all types of
people; i.e., servants, priests, herdsmen, and members of the Kings
court. Since God still uses all types of people, He can use you. LORD,

thank You for saving me and using me. I want to be used even more,
just as You used Your servants in Scripture.
Zephaniah announces the entire destruction of the earth, “I will
totally destroy everything on the surface of the earth.” He points to
the final apocalyptic judgment of the earth when God announces, “I
make all things new” (Rev. 21:5). LORD, everything is in Your hands.

Mankind will not pollute itself to death, nor will mankind populate
itself into extension. Mankind will not finish the earth with a nuclear
explosion. Judgment is in Your hands. I accept it.

What is our response to God’s coming annihilation of
everything on the face of the earth? We shouldn’t cry out in anguish,
nor should we quake in fear. We must, “Be silent in the presence of
the LORD God.” LORD, I fall on my face in humble submission to Your

omnipotent plan for the ages. I wait silently for Your will to be done.
Shhh, everyone I’m worshipping.

The world is filled with skeptics who say, “The LORD never does
anything . . .” Yet, His patience will one day end. He will judge all sin.

LORD, I’m thankful my sin was judged at Calvary. Jesus took my
punishment. I face the future with confidence. If I die, You will walk
with me through the valley of the shadow of death. If You come back
first, You have promised to receive me, “I will come again and receive
you to myself” (John 14:3).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
SEEK THE LORD
Zephaniah 2
Gather yourselves together; gather, O you shameful people;
Do it before it’s too late;
Do it before you are blown away like chaff.
Do it before the heat of the LORD’s anger reaches you,
Before the day of the LORD’s anger falls on you.
Seek the LORD, all of you who are the humble ones on earth;
You who have lived right, come to Him.
Seek righteousness. Seek to be more humble;
Perhaps you will escape
On the day that the LORD turns loose his anger.
AGAINST PHILISTIA
The city of Gaza will be abandoned,
The city of Ashkelon will be desolate.
Ashdod’s people will be driven out by noon
And, the people of Ekron will be chased away.
It will be terrible for those living on the coast of the Mediterranean
Sea,
O you Cherethite.
This message from the LORD God is against you people,
O Canaan, the land of the Philistines:
“I will destroy you;
No one will be left alive.”
You are along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea,
But it will become open pastures.
That coastland will belong to the descendants of Judah
Who are still alive;
They will let their sheep eat grass there.
At night, they will sleep
In the houses of Ashkelon.
The LORD, their God, will take care of them;
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He will cause them to prosper again.
AGAINST MOAB AND AMMON
I heard the taunting of the country of Moab,
And the insults of the Ammonites.
They have taunted My people;
They threaten to seize their land.
Therefore, the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel,
declares:
“As surely as I live, I swear that
Moab will be destroyed as Sodom was;
Ammon will be destroyed like Gomorrah.
Their land will be covered over with thorn-bushes and salt-pits;
It will be forever desolate.
Then those of My people who are still alive will take
whatever they want from them;
Those who are left from My nation will obtain their land.”
That is what Moab and Ammon will get for being so proud;
This will happen because they taunted and mocked
The people of the LORD of the armies of heaven.
The LORD will be awesome against them
When He devastates all the gods of that land.
Then those individual foreigners in faraway places
Will worship the LORD in their own countries.
AGAINST CUSH
You Cushites will be killed by My sword.
AGAINST ASSYRIA
Then the LORD will turn against the north
And destroy Assyria.
He will utterly devastate Nineveh;
It will become as dry as a desert.
Flocks will lie down in there;
All kinds of wild animals will live there.
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The desert owls and the screech owls will roost
On its stone pillars that are left standing.
They will hoot at the windows,
Rubble will be found in the doorways;
The fine cedar panels will be all gone.
This is the so-called “happy, safe city;”
She thinks in her heart: “There is no other city as strong as I
am.”
Nevertheless, that city will be devastated;
Only wild animals will rest there.
Those who pass by will make fun
And shake their fists.
MY TIME TO PRAY
There is anxiety in Zephaniah’s voice. He warns people to hurry
before it’s too late to repent. He invites, “Seek the Lord” (2:3) while
there is time to repent. Technically, Zephaniah’s warning is directed
to Israel and the surrounding nations. But spiritually it applies to
everyone living, because no one knows when they will die. LORD, I am

ready because Christ lives in my heart. I’m as sure for heaven as the
promise of Christ who said, “Those who come to Me, I will in no wise
cast out” (John 6:37, ELT). And, I’ve confessed my sins clearly
according to John 1:9, so I’m walking in fellowship with You.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE SINS AND THE SALVATION OF JERUSALEM
Zephaniah 3
How terrible it will be for Jerusalem;
She is rebellious,
She is defiled,
She oppresses her own people.
She listens to no one;
She accepts no discipline.
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She doesn’t trust in the LORD;
She won’t draw near to her God.
Her officials within her are like roaring lions,
Her judges are like hungry wolves at night;
Nothing is left in the morning.
Her so-called “prophets” are arrogant.
These men cannot be trusted.
Her so-called “priests” pollute the sanctuary;
They violate the teachings.
Nevertheless, the LORD is righteous, and He is there inside the city;
He does no wrong.
Every single morning He dispenses His justice to the people fairly;
He is dependable,
Yet perverse people do not feel shame for the evil things they
do.
The LORD says, “I have destroyed some nations;
Their towers are now demolished.
I caused their streets to be empty;
No one lives there anymore—absolutely no one!
Their cities are ruined;
No one passes by there anymore.
I thought: ‘Perhaps now Jerusalem will revere Me;
Perhaps now My people will let Me teach them to do right?’
Then their home would not be destroyed;
Then I would not have to punish them.
Instead, they got up early in the morning to do evil;
Everything they did was corrupt.”
‘So, just wait for Me,’ declares the LORD;
‘Some day, I will hold court and be the Judge.’
“It is My decision to gather nations;
I will assemble kingdoms
To pour out My anger upon them
All the heat of My anger.
And, the whole world will be burned up by the fire of My jealousy.”
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“Then I will cause the people of all nations to speak a pure language;
All of them will call upon the Name of the LORD,
And, they will serve Him in unity.
People will come from where the Nile River begins;
My true worshipers—My scattered people will bring offerings
to Me.
On that day, Jerusalem will not be put to shame
For all the wrongs that you have done to Me.
Why? Because, at that time, I will remove from your midst
Those who like to brag.
There will be no more arrogant people
On My holy mountain . . . ever.
However, within this city, I will leave only the meek and humble
people;
And, they will trust in the Name of the LORD.
The remnant of Israel won’t do wrong,
They won’t tell lies;
They won’t trick people by their words.
They will be like sheep that graze and then lie down;.
No one will bother them.”
A JOYFUL SONG
Sing, O daughter of Zion,
O Israel, shout for joy.
O daughter of Jerusalem, be happy!
Rejoice with all your heart.
The LORD has stopped punishing you;
He has sent your enemies away.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is among you;
You don’t need to be afraid of being harmed anymore.
On that day, this is what Jerusalem will be told:
“Don’t be afraid, O city of Zion;
Don’t be so discouraged.
The LORD, your God, is among you;
The Mighty One will save you.
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He will be very happy about you;
He will calm you with His love,
He will sing joyfully over you.”
GOD’S PROMISE TO HIS PEOPLE
The LORD says, “I will remove from you the sorrowing people
who were not able to observe the appointed festivals,
and, you will be able to celebrate;
You will have suffered enough reproach for Jerusalem’s sake.
Listen, at that time, I will deal severely with all those who have
oppressed you,
And, I will rescue each lame person,
And I will gather the one who was thrown out,
I will give them honor and fame
Wherever they were disgraced.
At that time, I will gather up you scattered people;
At that time, I will bring you back home.
I will grant you honor and fame
Among people everywhere.
When I make you prosperous once again,
You will see this with your own eyes,” says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zephaniah condemns the rulers of Jerusalem because they are
like ravenous wolves who scavenge all night when they’re hungry
(3:3).
Zephaniah also condemns the religious rulers—the
prophets—for two reasons. They pollute the temple and they violate
the teaching of God’s law (3:4). LORD, there are corrupt rulers today,

just as in Zephaniah’s time. Deliver us from the sins of politicians.
LORD, there are unscrupulous ministers today, just as in Zephaniah’s
time. God, save people from those who corrupt Your word. LORD,
revive Your people.

God promises, “Some day I will hold court, and be the judge”
(3:8). God is describing the Great White Judgment Throne (GWJT)
which will occur at the end of time, just before eternal heaven begins
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for God’s people. The book of Revelation describes it, “Then I saw a
great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.
And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things
which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were
in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them.
And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death
and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake
of fire” (Rev. 20:11-15). LORD, I don’t fear the final judgment throne

because I am safe in Christ. But I know that all will be judged by two
criteria. First, they will be asked if they have believed in Christ. If so,
their name is listed in the Lamb’s book of life (Rev. 21:27). Second,
people will be judged by the “Book of works,” i.e., what have they done
with the light they have (Rev. 20:12, 13)? This will determine the
severity of their punishment. LORD, it’s good to know You are truthful
to reward good works, and You are truthful to not let one evil debt go
unpunished.

Did you know that God sings? What does God sing? Does He
sing sad spirituals or funeral dirges? Does He sing triumphantly like
Southern gospels songs?
Does He sing reverently like a
Presbyterian choir? Does He sing lovingly like a mother singing to
her baby? The Bible says, “He will be very happy about you. He will
calm you with His love. He will sing joyfully over you” (3:17). That
sounds like the shepherd who found his lost sheep and returns home
calling out joyfully to his friends that he has found his lost sheep
(Matt. 18:12). LORD, when You sing over me, I return the melody and

words to You; I sing: “Holy, Holy, Holy . . . early in the morning, my song
shall rise to Thee.”
Amen.
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